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Well, we're out at last! While we haven’t had quite the same problems as the Southwold Railway’s train
crew depicted in Reg Carger’s classic cartoon seem to be having, the problems associated with changing
over editors has been rather greater than usual, hence the long delay in producing this magazine. Anyway,
we trust you will find the result of all our labour makes interesting and enjoyable reading.

It is our intention to produce a lively enjoyable and well illustrated magazine with a balanced coverage of
all aspects of the narrow gauge scene, past and present, and at home and abroad, but obviously this relies
on you, the reader, contributing suitable material. Already, we have received a gratifyingly large quantity
of articles but more will constantly be required. Two particular needs are for more articles on British
industrial lines and for good, sharp black and white photos, preferably at least post card size, to use for
illustrations. Also | hope that those of you undertaking original research on any aspect of the narrow
gauge will let me have an article on the results whenever you feel able to, so that everyone’s knowledge
rmay benefit.

One final thing, please let me have your comments on this, my first effort at editing a magazine, as well as
any points in the way of corrections or further information you may have on the articles herein. We hope
that a correspondence page will be a regular feature from Magazine No. 71 on, but this depends entirely
onyou.

Cover Photo: MAID MARION and train at Llangower, Bala Lake Railway (Photo — Bala Lake Raifway).
Sorry we're late, but ...
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PUTS THE FIRE OUT - THE DRIVER FIXES
A PASSENGERS UMBRELLA - THE FIREMAN LIGHTS THE FIRE - THE GUARD DISREGARDFUL OF
OF THE WEATHER BRAVELY SUPERINTENDS THE WHOLE UNPLEASANT OQOCCURRENCE.
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NARROW GAUGE ALONG LAKE BALA.

John Roberts

Many enthusiasts will have pleasant memories of the Ruabon-Barmouth line of the former G.W.R. running as
it did along the side of Bala Lake and through the beautiful Vale of Liangollen. Sadly, in January 1963, British
Railways gave notice of their intention to close the line and during the subsequent public enquiry the local
T.U.C.C. over-ruled the many objections to the closure, it being held that the Crosville Bus Co. could operate a
reasonable substitute service.

The line actuaily closed on January 15th 1965 but a clause in the conditions of closure stated that the track
was to remain intact for two years. Hence, if the replacement bus services proved inadequate then the line could
possibly be re-opened, but sadly, this was not to be. July 1967 saw the first B. R. Type 2 diesel locomotives over
the line hauling the demolition train and so, almost exactly 100 years since the opening of the line, the trackbed
reverted back to nature.

However, living in the area were one or two enthusiasts who proposed that the part of the track bed that lay
alongside Bala Lake be used for a narrow gauge railway. Buildings were in fair condition at Lianuwchllyn and it
was decided that this would make an ideal place to start the construction of the line. Indeed, Mr. George Barnes,
who subsequently became the new Manager of Rheilfford Llyn Tegid, had already bought the old signal level
frame from there, thus saving it from the scrapman’s torch.

Mr. Barnes’ interest in such a scheme came to the notice of Mr. Thomas Jones J. P. of the then Merioneth
County Council who was a native of Llanuwchllyn and a son of a former G.W.R. inspector. Mr. Jones was most
enthusiastic and called a public meeting at Bala to see what interest there was in the area. The meeting was
attended by about 40 persons and it was decided to appoint a steering comrnittee to investigate the viability of
the scheme. With the full support of the Merioneth County Council it was decided that initially the land would be
leased from Lianuwchllyn to Penybont and that the new line would be of two foot gauge. A company was then
formed and named Rheilffordd Llyn Tegi Cyt {incidentally the Company has the unique honour of being the first
company to be registered wholly in Welsh). Funds were raised in the form of Company Shares with many local
people amongst the new shareholders, an indication of strong local interest, and a voluntary society formed to
assist in the day to day running of trains and maintenance.

During the winter of 1971 Mr. Barnes had purchased the first rolling stock in the form of an ex Ffestiniog
Quarry Gun Powder Van and ten old slate quarry wagons. There was also the generous donation from Mr. Glyn
Williams, Oakley Quarry, Blaenau Ffestinicg, of a small Ruston diesel locomotive.

Easter 1972 saw Mr. Barnes in a new role, that of a builder at work, re-roofing a part of the old waiting room at
Llanuwchliyn and with the aid of a student on vacation, the painting and cleaning of the interior of the buildings
was also undertaken.

In May 1972 the first employee was engaged. Mr. Howel Jones was a former B. R. permanent way man with
experience in other work. He soon put this experience into practice — repairing the old G.W.R. water supply and
track laying. By now second hand rails had been bought and sleepers obtained.

Track laying commenced on Whit Monday 1972 and progress was steady. July 1972 saw the line’s second
employee engaged — Mr. Jack Hughes a former G.W.R. permanent way inspector. With his valuable experience
and the assistance of two students saw 1% miles of track to Pentre Piof Halt ready for commencement of train
services by August 10th 1972,

Two open coaches seating 36 passengers each had been purchased from Severn Lamb and with the litile
Ruston diesel loco at the front, the 14th of August produced the first train over the 1% mile section. Whilst the
services were operating over this section the four track men were busily engaged in construction towards
Llangower and by September 15th were ready to extend the journey thereto. During this short period of
operation no fewer than 4,000 passengers used the service.

The winter of 72-73 saw work on construction of a workshop and engine shed at Llanuwchllyn, together with
an examination pit. By Easter of 73 the first covered carriage had arrived, also a steam engine named HELEN
KATTRYN. This loco was of German origin and proved unsuitable without modification. As a new diesel loco
had been ordered, this was no set back. MEIRIONNYDD, as it is named, arrived and took the most anti diesel
enthusiast by surprise as to its immaculate design and operational ability. Work had also taken place on
connecting the points to the Signal Box at Llanuwchllyn and a platform built at Llangower Halt using materials
recovered from Bontnewydd and Penmaenpool platforms. This season saw growth in passengers to 23,000 from
the 4,000 during 1972.



Summer 19756 — MAID MARION in passenger service. {Photo — Bala Railway).

In 1974 a Cafe had been opened at Llanuwchllyn, this being annexed to the old Ladies Waiting Room and
constructed from materials recovered from Morfa Mawddach Station. The opening of this establishment proved
to be an additional attraction.

During winter 1974 owing to the increased length of trains, the platform at Liangower had to be extepded and
a new signal cabin built, thereby enabling the point and lock to be operated by two levers. A home signal was

also installed and connected.

The Company were by now ready to extend the track by one mile to Pant yr hen Felin, this extension being
first used on May 20th this year.

During late summer 1974 rumours were whispered that the Maid Marian Locomotive Society and Rheilffordd
Llyn Tegid Cyf had come to an agreement that the famous loco MAID MARIAN was to run on L.T. metals.
Rumours were proved correct with the arrival of this famous locomotive at Llanuwchllyn at Easter 1975. With a
steamn brake fitted MAID MARIAN'S trials proved beyond doubt that she would be able to operate admirably.

Both employees of the Company were trained to operate Maid Marian and to-day Jack Hughes and Howel are
gaining experience daily and are proving excellent enginemen, with great pride in the job.

Now that the 1975 season is well in being, the coming winter will see the staff of R.L.T. forging their way
towards Penybont. An enormous amount of work lies ahead, 2 miles of growth clearance and track laying is the
aim so that the people of Bala will, after eleven years, see and hear the sound of a steam locomotive skirting the
shores of the Lake at Bala as did the trains of the former G.W. Railway for nearly 100 years.

Long may we steam!
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