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FROM YOUR EDITOR

I appologise sincerely for the very late arrival of NGN 87 which was delayed by all manner of
things largely beyond our control. The Government curb on the industrial use of electricity, and the
three day week, which together restricted printing, were major factors.

This issue is late too, deleyed by late arrival of the material compiled by the Records Officer
who assures me that this too was due to circumstances beyond his control. Further delays may be expected
also, and possibly to your next ‘News' aswell, because our printer, Rich Leithead, is moving his home to
a new address and difficulties with production are expected. Ah well, late though we are I do hope
members will understand and remember that production of your NGN is after all a spare time occupation,
and bear with us meanwhile.

Please note - Copy for NGN 83 is to be in the Editors hands by May 1st.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1974/75.

Your annual subscription was due on April 41st, and if you have not already sent off your
remittance (£2.00) to the Membership Secretary, then please do so by return, using the renewal form
enclosed with the February issue of the News. The Membership Secretary's address, once again, is :=

RALPH MARTIN, 27 Ozkenbank Crescent, Huddersfield, Yorks.

AREA TIDINGS

LONDON & SOUTHERN AREA

Hon. Secretary -~ Peter Lemmey. 16a Astwood Hews, Kensington, SW7.

January 1974 Meeting.

Our speaker was, on January 19th, Dr. Ian Cantlon, who gave an illustrated lecture on

(Continued overleaf....-
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LONDON & SOUTHERN AREA (Continued)

"Narrow Gauge Reilway Photographs". Using as examples slides from his own collection, Dr. Cantlon
outlined the general development of railway photography from the “GWR express in Sonning Cutting" era
to the more imaginative camera techniques in favour today. He then went on to show how : forethought
and planning can turn a potentially mediocre snapshot into an impressive photograph. From his own
slides taken not only in Europe, but as far afield as Java, we could see that our speaker evidently
practises what he preaches,

February 1974 Meeting.

We are grateful to Graham Ray for so promptly agreeing to address our 2oth February meeting,
after our booked speaker hed to stund down at almost the last minute, Graham took as his subject
the Denver & Rio Grande Western System in the Rocky Mountains, firstly recounting the history and
prehistory of this 3ft gauge network and causing much amusement with his stories of the tussles
between the gunslingers of the D&RGW and the strong-arm men of the rival railroad companies who were
also attempting to establish footholds in the gold-rich Colorado Hills at the turn of the century.

During the 1930's and 1940's the Rio Grande system gradually declined, and we saw sad
photographs of 'last trains' on various sections of the line, before turning to the Cumbres & Toltec
and Durange - Silverton routes on which steam still operates today. From Graham's slides of the
Silverton train climbing along the ricketty track perched on & mountain ledge high above the river
gorge, it was not difficult to see how the D&RGW gained it's nickname "Dangerous & Rapidly
Getting Worse" ¢!

(Peter Lemmey)

YORKSHIRE AREA
Hon Secretary - Ron Redman, 14a Oliver Hill, Horsforth, Leeds.
Friday May 3rd

Mr.Laurence Marshall will be giving another superb show entitled "Steam in Malaya & Indonesia",

Ususl time and Venue -~ Benjamin Gott School, Ridge Road, Armley, Leeds 12, at 7.45 pm.

MEETING NEWS

Area AGM on January 4th 1974,

At the well attended and animated AGM, the local officials, Ron Redman (Area Sec) and
Henry Holdsworth (Treasurer) made their reports which gained approval from all present, and then
thoughts turned to the summer programme. Various outing ideas were discussed and the majority
favoured another visit to Bressingham. The date decided was Sunday June 9th and details of bus
and evening meal arrangements are now being finalised.

Following the business, Mr.P.S.Excell entertained with slides of "Steam in Nigeria" which
despite a recent invasion of diesels, and the disastrous Civil War some time ago, still continues
to work a meaningful share of the railway's traffic. The show was most interesting and yet another
addition to the tally of systems screened at 'Gotts School'!!

(Mike Swift)

February 41st Meeting ~ "Last October in Switzerland".

A dual projector, simultaneous two picture slide extravaganza by Ron Redman and Henry Holdsworth
c?vering their journey with the 'To Europe for Steam' party. Although organised at very short notice,
this was a fine show for we visited many famous mountain lines, Lucernes fine Transport Museum, took
a steamer ride, some travels by cablecar, visited S.L.M.'s Winterthur works, and wound up at the
S.N.C.F. Museum at Mulhouse. Very full, very interesting.

(1.s.)

March 1st Meeting - "Steam Over Queensland” by Bob Busby.

An Aussie show by an Aussie enthusiast, and a superb photographer to boot!}
We really enjoyed ourselves learning about the QGR and its fine 3ft 6ins gauge locos, railmotors,
and lest we say it, diesels, which today work 5,000 ton coal trains triple-headed !
Our slides were shot by Bob between 1965 and 1968 showing steam at its ultimate, with some shots
in the Railway Museum at Redbank. We saw blue, black, green, maroon and brown liveried machines
amid the most colourful sceneray, truly a feast of steam,

True narrow (2ft) gauge wasn't forgotten as we revelled in the sugar cane Fowlers, OK's and
Hudswells too, and even wound up on the S/G New South Wales Railways as afinale, yes a real show, sports,
and no mistake !} (1.8.)
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DEAR MEMBER++coccccosscanca

When your publications fail to arrive or have defective pages requiring renewal or replaceament
you should write to the Hon., Membership Secretary, Ralph Martin, 27 Oakenbank Crescent, Huddersfield,
HDS 8LQ.

Please do not write to your Editor as this means double handling of your letter, delay, and
increased cost to YOUR Society,
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J.B.Tidmarsh, 162 Blenheim Drive, Allestree, Derby,

Sutton Miniature Railway - Personal recollections and unpublished photos required, particularly
pre=1945, All material returned and postage refunded.

A.W.T.Fielding, 137 Tuffley Lane, Gloucester,

Loco GOWRIE - can anyone give any information on the history of this machine after it was
offered for sale by Hughes Bolklow & Co,., in 1928 ?

RoF.Walland, Chairman - Bromyard & Linton Light Railway Association, 1, Hereford Road, Leominster, Herfs.

Members with knowledge of 2ft gauge steam locos available for sale, hire or loan are invited to
contact the above.

Locos to be suitable for a 6 ton over two axles load limit, and preferably less than £2,500 if
available for purchase.

FER IR R R IR S N S S S P S P P R SRR I R I AR IR R

NEW BOOKS

INDUSTRIAL LOCOMCTIVES OF SWITZERLAND. (Pocket Book CH).

Published by the Industrial Railway Soclety - cost £1.25

As I was in Switzerland after steam locomotives last October, I can only regret that this
excellently produced booklet was not available then, Crammed into 118 pages is an incredible amount of
information and 45 well produced photographs which well illustrate the high percentage of steam locos
still available to enthusiasts in this photogenic country, which up to recent years has been treated
as "too modern” for most gricers.

The author Richard Bowen has done a first class job, and no doubt the Swiss Tourist Board will
cash in on the number of enthusiasts who will now turn their attentions to this country as a result
of this publication,

Highly recommended %%}

(RNR)

N.B. Order via Ron Cox for your holidayst!

CORNWALL'S ELECTRIC TRAMCARS by L.Fisher Barham.

Putlished by Glasney Press, Penryn, Cornwall. - cost £2.50, 84 pages, 9" x 101",

As a passenger system the 3ft 6ins gauge Cambourne & Redruth Tramway of the Urban Electric
Supply Co.Ltd., was quite common place, but it was also a mineral carrier between the Eastpool &
Agar Mines and their dressing plant, between which electric locomotives continued to haul mineral
wagons along the middle of the road, for several years after the passenger tramcars ceased work.

The author has approached this work as an exercise in local history, and although technical
matiers are quite well covered there are one or two questions tamtalisingly unanswered.

This book is comprehensively illustrated with over 80 photographs, but quality of reproduction
is disappointing. A very welcome feature is that the publisher can supply glossy prints of any of the

photographs used in the book.

(agw)
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YOU ARE WELCOME..cc0c00e

THE LEIGHTON BUZZARD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY SOCIETY LTDcocscoeo

cooooo proudly presents the first public showing of a new narrow gauge railway film -

'STEAM TO STONEHENGE®

- together with other films of narrow gauge interest, at the Prudentiel Film Theatre,
142 High Holborn, London WC4., on Thursday 16th May 1974 commencing at 6,30 pm. (Licensed Bar available),

Entrance is FREE (by tickets only).

Tickets available from ~ J.Buck, 417 Brandon Avenuz, Woodley, Reading, Berks., (SAE Please!}!
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IF YOU'RE INTERESTED PLEASE WRITE

W02 (SQMS) J.Benson RAPC writeScosooo

Preservation in Malaysia

As a result of a suggestion put forward by John Tillmen, the Malayan Railway Administration
have indicated that they will be willing to lay aside two of the class "0O" 4=6-2°s and a class "C"
4-6-4 Tank, for preservation in working order.

Full details have not yet been worked out, but the scheme has the personal enthusiasm of the
Deputy General Manager, Mr.Dalip Singh.

In order to assist planning, Mr.Dalip Singh is anxious to ascertain the extent of interest
and support from amonst enthusiasts outside Malaysia.

I have been asked to co-ordinate response in Britain, and wouid be pleased to hear from
anyone interested. They should write to me at the following address, please.

J.Benson, c¢/o Glingerbank, Longtown, Carlisle, CAG SND, Cumberland.

- e @ e w e o e e e e m 4D m em W M G e D Go e n ee M Gn G0 e @S e e Go € e wm w e W e e e e o e -

THE OLD COMPANIES

FESTINIOG RAILWAY. 4ft 113 ins gauge.

The total passenger journey figure for 197% is over 407,500, an increase of just over 3% on
the 1972 figure, Some of this increase is probably due to a particularliy good period at the end of
October; the weekends at the beginning of December, when the pstrol panic was at its worst took a
knock as regards traffic figures; and yet ironically there was plenty cof petrol to be had in the
Porthmadog area. Father Christmas weekend was about as busy as usual, but Christmas week itself was
very bad as there was appalling weather with dense fog and rain for days on end. It is significant
however that over the New Year period traffic was very much higher. On several weekends during
November and December UPNOR CASTLE turned out %o work the afternoon passenger train, The diesel
uses far less fuel than the steam engines and this helped contribute to the national effort, as well
as compensate for the loss of revenue, Over the Christmas period steam returned to the forefront
once more with all trains worked by either LINDA ¢r BLANCHE. Additioral sales income this winter
has been derived from a small microwave oven installed in the Tea Bar at Harbour Station, and
producing 'Chicken °n’ Chips’ to order at a cost of 40p.

The Festiniog Railway was not officially restricted to a three day week as railways and light
railways are exempt fwom the power economy regulations, but nevertheless every effort was made to
economise, Boston Lodge had been closing down virtually, and not using any electricity on two days a
week, and had been observing strict daytime hours on the cther days. Shortages of materials are
already making themselves felt, especially steel for the works and ballast for the permanent way.
Normally the railway would be using an average of eight lorryloads of ballast a week during mid-winter
but is in fact getting only two or three,

It is intended that a secondhand Babcock & Wilcox travelling 50 ton crane will eventually be
installed in the Boston Lodge erecting shop extensicn, and will be capable of handling the largest
1ift (i.e, the Garratt), ever likely to occurr,

One new feature of the 1974 timetable is that all trains will call at Penrhyn; previously it
has been a conditional stop. This is due to the abolition of the existing "long staff" section

(Continued next pageccocococscs
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FPESTINIOG RAILWAY  (Continued)

between Minffordd and Tan-y-Bwylch on 1st Januarg, so that all trains must now stop at Penrhyn to
change staffs, The "short" section between Minffordd and Penrhyn has now become a permanent section,
and the new long section to Tan-y-Bwlch will in future be capable of division into two *short" sections
at Rhiw Goch,

Work is now well advanced on the new signalling scheme at Tan-y-Bwlch.

To provide sufficient flexibility in train control between summer and winter conditions it was
desiradble to provide a comprehensively signalled and fully interlocked arrangement with a manned signal
box when trains are crossing regularly during summer, and an unmanned block station during the winter
months where two trains could approach the station from opposite directions and be fully protected from
one another (the alternative in winter working, to switch Tan-y-Bwlch out completely, leaving a block
saction Penrhyn to Tan~-y=Grisiau, was considered unacceptable).

The attainment of these two conflicting requirements is being met by providing a combination
of semaphore and colour light signats. The semaphores will be the inner homes and platform starters,
and the colour lights will be the outer homes and advanced starters, Summer operation will be quite
zonventional, with the advance signals interlocked with the staff instruments; so that they can only
be cleared when the appropriate trian staff has been withdrawn from its instrument. When the station
is operating as an unmanned block post, all semaphore signals controlling whichever line is set through
the station, will be pulled off permanently. The colour light outer homes and advance starters , which
will then normally display red, will clear to green in a sequence when the train enters the station
arza and has obtained the staff to proceed into the section ahead, with an automatic checking procedure
which will prevent clear signals being displayed that would allow trains to enter the station from
opposite directions simultanecusly.

(Roy Cunningham for FRS)

GLASGOW UNDERGROUND RAILWAY.  4ft gauge.

The Glasgow underground's owners, the Greater Glasgow Passenger Transport Executive, has
called tenders for new rolling stock to replace the original electrified cable cars,

(Ron Redman / The Engineer 2/74)

ISLE OF MAN RAILWAY. 3ft gauge.

The 1974 timetable shows four basic high season trains (Non - Thurs), five trains on Fridays,
two trains on Saturdays, On Sundays the service is rather interesting :=~ leave Douglas at 2.15pm,
arrive Port Erin 3,05, then a short working from Port Erin to Castletown and back before returning
from Port Erin (dep 4,15) to Douglas.

High season is defined as June 2 - Sept 14, with low key services between May 23 to June st
restricted to four trips weekdays only.

Special trains will operate as follows - May 22nd (1 trip), June 3rd & Sth (1 train Port Erin to
Douglas), June 4th & 6th (1 train Douglas to Port Erin), Sunday 26th May (2 afternoon runs).

The Company expect to have some special celebrations on Thursday 1st August, when the centenary
of the opening of the Port Erin line comes about. Those celebrations, however, will be more modest
than the Railway Centenary celebrations as such of 1973,
It is hoped that special focus can be placed on No.4 LOCH throughout the operating season,
in view of the fact that it was built by Beyer Peacock just 100 years ago. It is possible, though
at the moment only at the discussion stage, that No.5 MONA, which is not in running order because
of a cracked firebox, will be on display at Port Erin,

(Mr.W.Lambden, Gen Manager, I.0.M.Rly Co.)

RAVENGLASS & ESKDALE RAILWAY. 1ft 3ins gauge.

By the end of the year passenger figures had just exceeded 250,000 (PJ), a 10% increase
on 1972,

Four semi-open and six saloon coaches are on order from Edmund Crow, with bogies from Severn-
Lamb,

The annual overhaul of all three steam locos was completed by mid-January, quite the earliest
this has been achieved for many years. RIVER IRT has also had its main axleboxes built up and a new
drawbar fitted, its mileage lash year was 4,787 or 409 miles up on 1972,

RIVER ESK additionally required 6 new boiler tubes and a new smokebox. Last year she ran
5,560 miles an increase of 177.

RIVER MITE passed its 5 yearly boiler hydraulic test and has had its compensated springing
arrangement removed, it never worked properly any way !! New springs have been fitted, as has all
the air brake equipment, and 1ike RIBER IRT she has been treated to a new main drawbar, 1973 mileage
was 5,334 -~ 284 less than 1972,

(Continued overleaf...cccoo00
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