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Editorial. I very much regret that this will be the last Narrow Gauge News to appear 
under my name. My present heavy commitments prevent me spending as much time on 
the News as it really deserves, and I have therefore asked the Committee to accept my 
resignation from this post. Since 1958, when it was decided to issue a Newsletter in 
addition to the Hngazine, I have held down the often unenveialbe position of Editor, 
but despite occasional drwbacks, it has been a most enjoyable experience, and has 
brought me into conto.ct with many members. I should like to thank everyone who has 
taken the trouble to write in with mo.terial from time to time - for if there is nothirg 
to e.dit there is no News - and part.Lcu.lar Iy my regular cor-raspondent.s whose letters 
arrive with umaz.ing regul:J.rity throughout the years. Despite our now large member­ 
ship, items of interest are oft"9Il passed unoticed because no-one h'.ls bothered to send 
them in. With your help the sbandard of the? IJew.s could be f'a r better. 

Mick Hrillott very kindly offGred to t.ako over from me, and I feel sure 
tho.t can count on your support in the coming months, as I have been ab Lo to do in 
tho past., 

P. G. Bronn::md. 
* ************~~***** '~*** 

.• PUBLICATIONS: Our overworked publico.tions officer, Derck Pitkin, has been having to 
put in :1 considerable amount of overtime recently, o.nd this, coupled with increased 
commitments at homo, has prompted him to ask the Cornmittoo t,• accept his resignation 
as soon as .'1 replacement can be found. Most member's will nrt. bo aware of the amount, 

• of work Derck has been undertaking fer the Society, for apar-t I'rom at.t.ond.lng tc:; :.1.ll 
duplico.ting c,f the Nows , I1'.hg:J.zino, and ot.hcr items, ho has al.so boon in char-ge of 

• Publication sales, which vcro ~articularly heavy last yuo.r. The Cornmi ttoo have t.hcro- 
fcro accepted his rusign:1ticin with rogrot, and we now require vc.lunt.ocr-s tc t.ako over 
this wc,rk. In o rdon tc- reduce the .amount, of' wr,rk per mombor,. wo woul.d prefer to haeo 
one member deo.ling with Pub lien ti(,n Sales alone, and .irro.nging fc:,r production of 
handbooks t probcb.ly net more t.han one each yorrr ;1t the ncmcnt.}, end one, or for 
prof'cronco a t.oam of two members living cLoso tcgethor, to t:tko charge of tho Sc.·cioty 
dupl.i.cator and attend to duplicating of tho News und Mi1go..zino. As stencils nro 
supplied r'oudy cut, t.he w.::1rk docs n.rt .uaount, kl more t.han two or t nrce ovcmings a 
month. If you fool thnt you can assist in '8i thor of these twn pcsi td.ons p.Icaso write:; 
to tho Hon .• Secre tar'y ( M.Swift,. 13, (..Ju:1rry Close, Brockholos, HUDDERSFIELD, Yorks.) 
at once; Tho only quil.ification roquirod is 3!1 intorost in thu nar-rcv gaugo , so den 't 
leave it to tho other chap - wri to now. 

DISTRIBUTION: Bob Schofield, whc h.J.s dealt single h::1ndod with tho task of getting 
• Sc,cioty pub.Li.catd ons Lnt.o onvc'lopos and on their way to your dcnrstop for tho lust 
threo years has asked to be relieved of his position. Another, or preferably two 
members living close together, o.ro therefore required to take on this job, which wi 11 
be consider..Lbly eased in the nea.r future as we are obtnining an acldrossograph machine 
to address envelopes. Any member who feels he can assist in this direction is nsked 
to write to the Hon. Secretary ( address nbovo.) 

• • Wo look f'crward to receiving .1. vast. number of nppl.Lcnnt.s for the above positions! 

• 
REPORTS OF VISITS. 
Leeds Are::i visit to tho vfokefield Modol Engineers tr:1ck. 

~ Th0 evening of July Jrd was blessed with typicnl summer weather , c. terrific 
• downpour wh i ch abated to heavy rain, .:tltogethor Ldec.L for an out.dcrrr meeting! However', 

about 15 members braved to s tc.rm to spend a damp, but erijr-yab Lc even ing with members 
of the Anb.,fiold S,·cL;ty of ricdo I Engineers 0.t their rccont.ly compl.et.cd t mile long 
3i" .ind 5" gauge track at 'I'horncs f'U'k. The star perfc,rmnor WD.s a superb 5" ga.uge 

cont •••••• 
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2-8-2 tender lcco bJsed on :.1 metre gauge colonial design. The loco is very smartly 
finished off, and minor details are now being fitted to comp.Let,e it., These include 
cowco.tcher, 'choprBr'couplings, and w0rking steam generator and largo headlight. The 
large bogie tender, not yet cornp.l.et.ed and still in grey undercoat, wo.s also examined 
with Irrtcr-cs t., After s to.un had beon raised the Loco made several runs round the 
trnck with about eight pnssongors behind, though tho bad woo.ther prevented her hauling 
power being tested Lo t.ho full. We would like to th~uili: tho Wu.kefield Society for 
their hospitality, and wish thorn overy success with the new t rack, 

• 
Visit to Bowo.ters Llc.,yd Pulp ::i.nd Po.per Mills Ltd., Sittingbourne: Juno 22nd. .. • 

Any visit to Brito.ins premier na.rrow gauge industrio.1 system c.:in be assured of 
success, and 30 members made their wo.y t,o Si ttingbc;urne on June 22nd. All ar-cas wore 
well represented, with 13 f'rrm tho itJest Riding, 3 from Birmingho.m, and 14 from London 
and the south, so that t.he visit deve L; pod intc quito a social evont , Tho party wore 
met at Si ttingbourno :Mill by }'Ir. Ashdown, the 1<-.comuti vo Super-i.nt.ondant, of the Company; 
who rapidly organised n spec i.u.I train of two bcgie flats, with tho 0-4-281' EXCELSIOR 
f\_,r bhc run down the lino to Kems l.ey Mill. At Komsloy tho 0-4--0 fireless loco VICTOR 
wc..s standing idlo buside the pove.r station, but the 2-4-0 firoloss UNF~UE was busily 
engaged shunting the pl.ant., In the impressive wrkshc-ps - surely one of tho finest 
nar row gauge shops to be f'ound anyvhe.rc - the 0-6-2T SUPERIOR was ready to return to 
scrvi.ce follc·wing a boiler inspuction, and the 0-4-2ST HELIOR was strippud down for 
ovo rhau L, Tho o-6-2:T TRIUMPH s tocd simmering just down tho lino, and this wns 
photographed bef'c.r-e tho pilrty headed for the main lino to capture the impressive sight 
of tho 0-4-4--0T MONARCH pase ing thrc,ugh with .:::i. passenger trrdn... By now the sun had 
come oµt ( u ruro occouranco so f:1r this yoar}, and managed to shine for the rest of · 
the day, 

Tho pn.rty then bo.::i.rded a regular tro.in of 10 bogio fl3.ts in chargo of 
o-(,....2.T SUPERB for tho run to Ri.dham D:,~k. Thu loco made light work· cf the empty 
t.raan, while the riding of the stock on the excellent t rnck was most ;µnprossivo. 
At Ridham o-&-2T's CONQUJ:i:ROR and CHEVALLIER, the latter. probably the most attractive 
loco on the line, stood by the water tower waiting to take trains up the line. The 
two non at.eum locos, an English Electric 4w Battery Loco, and u Hunlset 4wD Loco , 
were alsu standing in the yard. Whilst we were here severo.l tr:1ins arrived clD.cl 
departed, though as no bo.rt. W'....;.s in dock there w.J.s less tr-1ffic th 'in usual., The two 
Le-cos which work the st.ondnrd gauge sidings - a magnificent ex S.E.C .R. 0-6--0T PIONEER • 
II:,; in almost 'rreserved • condf ticn, and the Bagn.i.l L 0-4-0ST JUBILEE , were hau Led out • 
of the shed fur phot.ogr.iphs , Then, :J.fter n vory welcome cuppa at the canteen, we 
roturnod to the yard, where the po.rty wero recorded on film with MONARCH:, before she 
coup.Led onto five bcgi,e couches forming the 1.00 psm , tc Sittingbourne. M:)NARCH gaw 
us an excellent run, and chi.r ruped away up the line in fine stylo. We ar-e pl.eaeed to 
hacr tha.t the teething prob Lems with the L -co have new boon fully c-ve rccmd, and she is 
givini very geed service. On arrival at Sittingbourno thore was cm cp1,ortunity to 
see the 0-4-2ST 's PREMIER and Lr.;.1.DER, t.hc l:1tt0r in shed for wash-out. Finally, as 
wo prcpn.rod to len.ve,. thero W'...l.S the sight of PREMIER blo.sting up the bank frcm the 
wharf' with wagons in f'r orrt and bch.Ind; a fitting conc Ius.ir-n to a most en joyab Le mornirg , 
Our grateful t.hanks are due to Ron Redman, f<·r organising t.he visit, Mr. Ashdown for 
his pai.ne in ensuring that we snw overything that intorGstod us, and unswcr-Ing our 
many questicms, Messrs. Bc,wator's for thoir hos1•itality, and John Langley who had the 
unevt.ab Le t.ask of cc,llecting the Leeds party at St. Panc ras at a vury early hour , and 
battling with the t.ruf'f'Lc k and f'r'om Sittingbcurne. 

• 
1 

" 

• 
NE1·!S FROM BROCKHAM. by Jc,hn Tc.wnsend. 

Tho advent.of warmer weather has heralded .i return to .'.lcti vi ty of the site, and 
rocont \.Wrrk has loft par-t of t.he Land round tho cot.tugo Look.Ing like a bnt.t.Lef'Le Id • 
.• ~ trench soma 20 feet Long and 2•6n deep, mostly t.hrough solid chalk, has been mado 
in «rder tc. Locat.o the vat.or pipo in the Lane , and the, consddernhLo vc.rk involved is 
a gror..t crodi t t.o tho members who undor-t.c.ok it. Unf'or-tunato.Iy the pipo has not yot 
boon found! 

Work is prococd:iing on the shed, .ind t.ho rom:1inin0 soctdr-n of old roof is now 
suppor-t.cd on a rail sp:1.n, This has onab.Lod the demc-Li t.Lon of tho stalls and given more 
space fer oqui.jmorrt , 

hn interesting pi.ccc of informo.tion was given to me recent Iy by Hrs. King, our 
noxt ,loor neighbour on the si to. ti.pp:.-irontly during the Lasf vfri.r tho Late King George 
VI visi tod the pits to inspect troops s t.at.Lonod their on manoevros , Meck battles were 
bcing car-rLed out in bho qunrr-lcs and the King st.ayed some time wat.chf.ng , Members who 
have found t.ho Lane Load.ing to the Museum a little bumpy may not know t.hnt, it cou Id 

• • 
• 
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have been worse but for the Kings' complaint about the existing suf-face. He ordered it 
to be resurfaced with bomb rubble~ and this was duly carried out. 

The volunteers have one more cliff rescue to their credit. A youth was caught 
nearly JO ft. from the top of the main face, and only a prompt descent by John Langley 

• ( on the end pf a cable) prevented him from loesing his hold. This again displays the 
versatility of our band of workers!! ( This sounds like cormnunist propaganda.} • 

. ROLLING STOCK FORMS. John Townsend. 
So far I have received nine of these> all containing useful information which will 

~ be of interest to other members, and, I hope, stimulate more replies! 
• John Hesketh sent details of a four wheel wooden side tip wagon built about 1890, 

.and now the last remaining wagon of the .3 'O't gauge Scout Moor Tramway, operated by 
Jlas. Whittaker & Sons. Ltd. This is of a type used on contracting work during the 
period 1870 - 1930. As a result of correspondence, and a good deal of effort by John, 

• this has now been presented to the Society, and will be moved to Leeds in the near future 
for storage until is can be- moved to Brockham, John also noted some 1 •9n gauge chain 
hauled plateway wagons at Messrs. Temperley Ltd., Sharnyford which mn.y prove useful 
additions to the cablo haulage section. 

Three coaches have been located, but experience has prcwved ( with the Rye cmd Camber 
coach) that these are rather more of a problem than wagons and other srnnll items. 
Arthur Rimmer pointed out the uniq\'B knifeboard coach <l!'f the Chattenden & Upnor Rly, now 
minus bogies and used as a shelter at Chattenden, and n.lso noted signals, crossing gates, 
and notices still rww:ining. The two open coaches of the Glyn Valley Tramway, noted on 
our original draft are said by David 11. Davies to be in too poor condition to warirant 
this, but did mention two surviving G.V.T. vans ~t Fron. Eric Lloyd mentions a third 
G.V.T. open coach, and a 2'4¥• gauge side tip wagon used internally at Hendre quarry. 

One of the interesting aspects of the forms has been the large number of variations 
of the standard 2'0" gauge side tipping wagons which are available. These would probably 
make an interesting section in the museum, illustrating how versatile narrow gauge and 

•industrial railways were. in adapting st!:indatd equipment to their special needs. There 
is a crane wagon of Messrs. Garside Ltd., at Leighton Buzzard ( Colin Brain), a side 

~ tipping and flat wagon at the Buckland Sand & Silica Co.Ltd., in Surrey f R.J .Wade); a. 
number of adapted skips with door operating gear at Felthmn Sand & Gravel Co.Ltd., { Chris 
lx>wn.), three or four timber bodied versions and a flat at British Waterways, Chasewater 

.Basin, ~nd Lawes Timber Yard, Old Hill. ( Steven Johnson.) 
Among the more interesting items broughtto light are a tramway turntable and wagons 

• built by De Winton & Co.(Steven Johnson); a McEwan Pro.tt 0-4-0 ( ?)Petrol loco of about 
1920 lettered R.A.R. of which the gauge has yet to be investigated {? 1811 ) , and a 2 'O" 
gauge Hibberd i.e. loco in working order o.vodlablefor about £1.! ( P.S.Excell.). Some 
tray wagons at the Hurnberstone Brickworks used for cn.rrying bricks to the kil.Bs :J.nd noted 
by C.J.Bates were scrapped within a couple of weeks of him sending in the form. The 
moral is obvious .- send your form in now while the information and equipment are 
available. Perhaps these examples have given you some ideas? If stock is a variation of 
,A stiJ.Ddard item - e.g. Hudson side tipping skip - ple:ise note this. We are particula.rly 
interested in obtaining relics from the Southern Counties, and this is a specio.l a.ppeal 
to London & Southern A.re::i members. 

***•****************-JI!**•**••*•***#** 
Additions to the Librn.ry: Add to Part II. 

Steam loco in J.:1p2,n { Plans for Modol Rai.Lr'oadcr-s l • 196.3. 
Presented by our member Sadaaka 'I'akaagd , this 92 page book { 12"x 9••) is 
beautifully produced on art paper and contains superb photos nnd drawings 
of 62 steam clu.sses on the J.N.R. (J'6° g:iuge). One of the finest books 
on locomotives we have yet seen • 

.•.. 
• catalogues. 

W.G.Bagnall Ltd., Catalogues 18 & 19, Locos 3.Ild rolling stock. 
N.V.Maatschappij voor Spoorwegrnatorial Walter Hoene, The Hague. 

( Rolling stock and locos for industrial railways). 
Kitson & Co.Ltd., Leeds. t IvJ::mning Wardle ty~e locomotives). 
NcLa.chlan & Co.Ltd •. , Ihrlington. (Wagons of a.l.L types.) 
Arthur Koppul> Berlin. (Locos and rolling stockO.( In Spn.nish). 
Orenstein & Koppel A.G. Berlin, Catnlogc 902. ( Locos and stock). 

c.1910 • 

, ·-· 

1929. 
1932. 
1912. 

c.1906. 
c,.19.35. 

The above catalogues ho.vv been kindly presented to the Society by Messrs. 
Mason & Barry Ltd , , HincJ.s do Saos Domi.ngos , A1emtojo, Portµgal,, to whom wo express our 
grateful thanks for their generosity. 
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NOTES & NE~JS: 
Fcstibiog Railway. from J.R.Brooks :md others. 

The Fairlie loco EARL OF MERIONE:rH h~s recently been under repn:ir in Bosten 
Lodge; stripped of tanks and cab, and with bogios removed. HERDDIN EhRYS has been 
repainted and now looks superb { wo are told that no less than nine coats of varnish 
wore used to finish off!), while the newvl:.'.lthvrbonrds,. mod Lf'Led from the former cab, 
roally sot the loco off. WELSH PONY, ;:1fkr its visit to Bi.rmanghara for the exhibition• 
at Bingley Hill, and is now parkod in Glun-y-Mor yard with the Harrogate Gasworks 
Peckott. PRINCESS and her tender have been repo.inted nnd lined out and placed on display 
at Harbour station, and the hearse wagon - now painted b.Lack - and the wooden s Lat.e 
wagon have been housed in the extended museum at Harbour Station, together with a 
special display of documents relating to the introduction of steam traction. Buffet 
Car No.14, rebuilt from the former L.& B. Coach from Snapper Halt is now in service, 
and has an open interior with 26 seats, arranged 2 and 1, from Sheffield trams. Fixed 
tables are provided between the seats. To connect with the observation car and future 
coaches to be built, doors have been provided in the ends. This coach has been built 
to the maximum possible dimensions within the F.R. loading gauge and is some 811 higher 
than the existing stock. Buffet Car No.11 is now almost complete in its rebufilt form. 
The coach has been lengthened, and fitted on a steel underframe. The interior has been 
remodelled and is now similar to 14, but seats 22 passengers. Coach No.19, which was 
in very poor comlition when the railway was taken over, and had been used as a source 
of parts to get other coaches repaired, is now completed except for painting. The 
work involved on this vehicle has been considerable, and has entailed fitting a complete 
set of new doors and dr~plights, and cxterios mouldings. The third class compartments 
in conc.hes 18 and 20 have now beon fitted with cushioned soats, and the observation car 
nCDltl has a green carpet with the F.R. crest. 

l'i.. new halt - Plas Halt - was opened to traffic on June lst La st., this is near 
the old Plas private station. 

LINDA hns been fitted with vaccuum brakes, but on its first trial trip, double 
he~dillig PRINCE suffered a minor derailment near Tun-y-Bwlch. Fortunately little damage• 
wus done, and tho loco was back on the road inside two hours9 A tender from one t>f the 
England engines is being modified for fitting to LINDA. 

At Bluonau Ffestiniog the new road.bridge is complete o.part from the new roa.d 
surf.:i.ce. The platform of the former L.N.W.R. station hn.s been extended towards 
Llandudno~ o.nd tho portion between the station buildings and the bridge demolished. 
The n.g. track under the bridge is lifted, but this would appoilI' to be only a tempor- " 
nry measure as largo stocks of s Iat.e lie in the yard. However, Votty & Bowydd, ore of 
the users of this line, closed down in November last, so if the connection is not 
required by the M'lenofforron (~uarrJ it may not bo replaced •• 

• 

,. ., 
• 

• 

• 

~Jolshpool & Llanfair Light Railway. M. Swift & W.L.L •• R.P.Co.Ltd, 
On $unday July 14th the morning train carried abc,ut 40 passengers, and was made 

up of THE ElillL, three coaches a.nd ~ van. The ex C.& U. stock is very smootp riding, 
and one coach has al:rea.dy been :rebuilt with side windows and doors with drop lights, 
which has compl.et.aIy a.Lt.e.rcd its appearance. A new weedkillor has boon tried out on 
two quito long sect.Lons of t.rack, and haa made the lush growth be twcdn the ro.ils Look 
very sick. Considerable quantd.t.Los of ballast and sleepers have arrived nt Welshpool 
yard and those arc being taken up the line fc,r track repairs. One section of track 
between the two viadmcts h;::i.s been complete:ly robo.llo.sted, and looks very smo.rt. 
THE RAVEN has been out of service recently with engine trouble, but is now back on the 
road, hauling works trains with UPNOR CASTLE. Several of the original wagons, and the 
stoma locos, have been fitted with an oxtra link and pin coupling for use with tho ex • 
C.& U. Stock. 

In mid June the Wulshpool Town Council instructed B.R. to demolish tho bridg.o over 
the canal in Wclshpool, which would have cut the lines access to the exchange siding. 
Furtunately tho Company h:.ivo succeeded in delaying this action for u while, and the 
matter was due to dmscussed further at the Council Meeting on July 17th. 

Snowden Mountain Railway. J. R. Brooks. ~ ~ 
The publicity of the line has shown considerable improvement this year •. A new 

timetable poster, featuring an excellent colour photograph, has replaced the old 
red and blue timetable. A very large poster has appeared.on a hoawing behind the 
goods shed at Mostyn Stati.on, facing the main Queensferry - Rhyl road, insisting that 7 

an ascent of Snowden is a must in any North Wales holiday • Al though there is nothing • 
stating that this is an S.M.R.poster this is obvious as it. includes an S.M.R. train ,. 
accurately drawn - except for the loco - which sports a spark arresting 'ballODn stack! 

Penrhyn Railway. J.R.Brooks. 
The track is still intact under the viaduct near Bangor, but very rusty and 

overgrown. The B.R.Branch to Port Penrhyn is now disused. 



..• 5 
ijavenglass & Eskdale Railway. 

After a very eucces sfu.l year during Last, season; when the line carried 75,,000 
pnssongers, the service started optimistically this year. Trains are in operation 
every day until tho end of September.. It has beon doci.ded to opon a fund for the 
purchase of a now st.oam loco costing £7,000 - £10,000 • .. • 

•• • 

• Sutton Coalfield Miniature Railway.. Eric Langhorne •• 
The 1.5" gauge lino in Sutton Park has been closed and removed. The writer paid 

a visit. on June 14th, and was told t.hat the Leas o for tho line had expired and was 
not renewed. The three 4-4-2 locos nnd the coaches wore removeo in Mo.rch, o.nd most 
of the t.rack lifted except in the stn.tion, and on two sharp corners whore tho track 
was laid in concrete. The loco shed Md booking office still rem.ain in situ, and one 

• flat truck lius in tho shod. The buffer stops carry o. brass p.Lat.e r-ead.i.ng i "Francis 
Theakson '1933) Ltd., Light Railway Engineers, London •• 

Pcntewnn Ra.ilway. G. T. Wheway. 
Some interesting notes nro to hand on tho present state og the lino, and it is not 

surprising that after 45 years there is not much to be seen. Some description of the 
remains appeared in 'The Narrow Gauge' No.26, and the following will bring these up to 
date. The St.Austell - Mevagissy road south of the St~ Austell by-pass is being 
widened and straightenod, and this has entailed taking up the footpath laid on the 
former trackbed, for about :} mile. Tho part af'f'oct.ed is just north of t ho point where 
tho railway crossed the road on the level. At this spot the lino rnn on a stro.ight 
coursei while tho road swung roud in a.n a:rc betwoon the level crossing o.nd the point 
a.bout 4 mil.c nearer St.Austell whore it r;1n alongside tho road. It appears thctt the 
roo.d will bo straightuned to take in tho former t.rackbod and ano the r t.ruco of tho lino 
will vant.sh; \,-Jhon I visited tho site in April tho pathbwas a sea of mud, and the trees 
between the road and pat.h cut down. A few hundred yards of track still remain at 
Pont..iwan Harbour , oporat cd by t.he Pent.evan Dock & Concrete Co, , though there lilas no 

• evidence of activity o.t the time of my visit. 

***•************************* 
Kettering IFon & Co;il Co.LU!.,. Andrew Noalu •. 

A visit on April 24th revealed that tho lino h:1d boon complotoly lifted, nnd the 
ground levelled off. Even now it is difficult to toll tho.t thoro over was n ~uilwny 

~ hero wore it not for the brick road underbridgos and the dark bnnd on earth thn..t 
crosses the fliolds.. However, o.t Chestnut tree Loop, t.ho c-Ld curving embankment of the 

• Bunkers Hill branch; closod in 1953, still romo.ins. Domolition on ono of tho blowing 
engines wc:.s o.lmost, c •. -mp.Ict.o , .ind by mid june work had sto.rted on demo.l Lshi.ng the dual 
gauge loco shud o.nd the transip dock. The last demolition train was worked in by 
0-6-0ST No.7 about tho first week in kpril, and all th8 yard track lifted except for 
t.hat. in the sheds and a short 'rip track' outside oach , Tho twc, st.andard gauge locos 
wore cut up during February; Bl.ack Ho..wthorn 0-4-0ST No.2 was cut up in 1'hrch,. and on 
tho above date only tho f'romcs and firebox nf o-6-0ST No.6 remained. Happt Iy No.8 is 
boing preserved in the Loca.l museum nt Kettering,. and it is t.hought that No.3 might 
also be savod; ,lll tho wagons have boon scrappod; and only a few wheols now remain. 
Thu cld stnndo.rd gaugo stonrn crane ho.s been usod on domcl)lition work, and survives for 
the t.Imc be i.ng , 

Sto.voloy Mi.nur,1ls Ltd •• Scaldwcll. ;~ndrew N0alo. 
At. Scaldwoll 0n April 25th I found that the lino ho.din fact closod,. but no 

• start had boon made on dornoli tion. 'fho Hudswell Clarke 0-4-0ST HANDY.MAN was still 
stored in its lit.tlu shed, and the Peckott 0-6-0ST's LAMPORT o.nd SCALIMELL were in· 
the othvr shud. Tho Ia:tilor had boon in steam tho provihus woek, but tho fnrmor had 
its valvo ge::ir dismantled, and had c.Lcar-Iy not, vc rkcd for somo tw-1.G)iG months. Of the 
28 wn.gons on th0 lino, 10 wore s to red at Sca Ldwe.l.L, and the 18 which wero in recent 
use stood on tho tipping dock. 11. last run is ·boing ar rangod by the Birmingham Leen 

• Club Industrial Section, on et dat.o to bo decided, and interested members aro asked to 
• .notify Mr. E.S.Tonks, 87, Sunnymoad Road, S0uth Yc1rdloy, Bi:rminghnm. 26, enclosing a 
• stumped o.ddrossod onvolopo. 

In tho o.fternoon I visited Hanging Houghton Quarries, and found thnt rno had 
just finished burning down the o Ld tipping deck; ,1.ll tho track had boon removed excopt 
for a short Lenght. on the cmbankment., and a dro.glinc vas in position ready for levelling 

·-·the ombankment , The wagons had a.l.L been scrapped, and the w!Jools were lying in a heap 
r awni ting co.Ll.octd.on by 8. scr'ap morcharrt , The future of the st.andard gauge system is 

doubt.f'ul., and closure was due t.o take place in throe weeks time. At Lamport the 0-6-0ST 
Hli.RTINGTON was stored in the open, with ROBERT and t.ho two Bagne.I.I locos in the shed , 
L,MPORT No , 3 had been in st.eam that morning ••. 
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,4rchealogical Tramway. John Townsend. 
A visit to an 18th century blast furnace being excavated at Calke, near Melbourne 

in Derbyshire showed two short lengths of 2'0" gauge track laid down to carry spoil 
from the diggings to the banks of a st::ream for tippit}g. The site has been worlted for 
two years, and at first an N.C.B •. steel tub w~ used, but found rather too heavy for 
one person to· tip. Three wooden wagons, with tipping bodies, are now on loan from a 
clay pit in Swadlincote, numbered 1,.2,.and 3 in red on the bodies. The site is behind 
t.l:le wall of a new darn being built,. und is likely to be flooded within six months. It 
is not, known whether the wagons will be returned to 'Swadlincote. 

• 

**~**~******************* 
C •. F •. da Blanc o. Argent.. Keith Stretch. • 

According to the "Ass. des amis des Secondaires",. t.l:le motive power c,f this line 
at present comprises the f~llowing: , 

4 verney railcars 150 h.p. X221 - X224. 
4 Billard :railcars A.80 D.. X241 - X 244 .• 

2 C.F.D. 0-6-0D locos. 11 - 12. 
2 B.A. 0...6-0D locos. 13 - 14. 

The Billard railcars are about to be replaced by four more Verneys. The diesel locos 
13 and 14 were rebuilt by the B.A. on the frames of steam Locos , 

Austrian Federal Railways, narrow gauge steam 'power. Keith Stretch. 
A recebt issue cf the Austrian l'hga.zine 'Eisenbahn • lists the. narrow gauge stock 

of the OBB as 62 steam,. 16 electric, and 31 diesel locomotives as nt 31/12/62. Class 
details nre o.s follows: 
Class.. Former Type. No •• in 

c.Laae; 
L,.llocn.ted to 

Classification. 
-----------------------------------------------·-------------------------------------~ 
298 u 

( 0-6-2T 12 Zell-am-S~, Gmund,. Garsten,.• 
Treibach -Al t.hof'en, 

29s.100 Sterytalbahn o-6-2T 5 Garsten. 
29s.200 ·· Uv 0-6-2T 3 W'aidhofen 
398 Bh 0-6.-2T 1 Waidhofen. 
498 Uh \ O-t\-2T 5 Garsten, St.Polten,Zell-am 

-See, Waidhofen •. ' 
598 Yv 

~~ 

3 Gmund,. Waidhofen. • 
199 p -8-2T 2 Treibach-11.l to fen. 
299 Mv -8-0* 2 Gmund, St.Polten. 
399 Nh -8-0* 6 Gmund. 
499 Kh -10-0T 1 Volkrunnrkt-Kuhnsdorf. 

+999 Zz I: 0-4-2T rack 5 Puchberg. 
+999.100 Snha:fborgbahn l: 0-4-2T rack b ·· St.Wolfgang. 
698 German Army 0-4-0T 1 Waidhofen. 
798.100 " n 0-6-0T 1 St.Pol ten., 
898 " II 0...6-0T 1 St.Pol ten. 
998 II II o-6-2T 1 Zell-a.rn-See. 
699 n •• 0-B-OTT 3 Bregenz,St.Polten, Zell-am- 

See. 
699.lOO u. It 1 0-8-0T 4 Volkrunerkt-Kuhnsdorf. 

""Fitted with four wheel nEngerth" articulated tenders. 
+ Metre gauge locos { 1.11 others 760 m.m, gauge) • 
~ Fitted with Giesl ejectors. 

The railways served by the Qtl>OVO sheds are 
• Panagauer Lokalbahn { Zell am See) .• 

Steyrtalbuhn ( Garsten}. 
Neidlerosterreichische Waldviertalbahn 

• Bregenzwalderbahn ( Bregenz}. 
Schneeburgbahn ( Puchborg ). 

as follows: 
• Ybbstalbnhn { Waidhofen an der YBbs). 

Gurktalbahn ( Treibuch-Alhofen.) 
( Gmund}. 
Volkamarkt - Eisenk~ppl ( Volkrunarkt ). 
Schafbe rbahn ( St. lt,folfgnng.} 

• 
• 
• 

• Regular traffic en those .. lines is worked by diesel locos, and the steam power is not 
in ro~la:r service. The mixed collection of stenm locos at. St.Polton is accounted 
fc,r by the fact thnt t.ho main narrow gauge shops are o.t St.Pol ten and Obergrafendorf. • 
The depct c.lso servos the electrified Mariazollerbahn, and the diesel worb:,d branch 

from Obergro.f\md,jrf to Grosten. Several of the Longer lines have sub-sheds, but locos 
cn.rry tho 'Hume shed" ( Huimat.bahnhof'] as givon above pai.nt.ed on the cab side. The 
loco 998.0l t ox Gormnn Anny 200 ) was originally No.l of tho Kreuznn.cher Kleinbahn 
in Germany; 

• 



'::« 

•• • 

Narrow Gaugo in Southern Spain 1963. 
( Considerably condensed from several hundred pages of notes taken by Mike Swift, Ken 

Plant, Gordon Green, and John Williams during the 1963 Gricing Expedition 24th May 
to 10th June). 

Gibraltar Dockyard Railway: Metwe Gauge • 
• Most of the system in and around the main dock and workshops is still in daily use, but 

the sections running north to North Mole, south to Little Bay, and through the tunnel 
to the east face of the 'Rock• are disused, and the fonner two have been lifted. The line 
to Little Bay have been replaced by a narrow road for part of the way, and some track 
is still visible. The road passes through two short tunnels. Principle traffic is wet 
and dry sullage ( debris from ships bilges), carried in steal side tip and wooden open 

• wagons,. and machinery etc. carried on steel bogie flats. ( Exa:r::iples of the latter two 
types were seen under construction during an N.G.R.S. visit to Robert Hudson Ltd., in 
Viay 19b1.) Locos in use are YARD No.16 4wD Hibberd 3557/52; YARD No.11 4wD Hibberd 
3714/54. ( These are s.irri.Lar' to W .& L. No.4 ) ?ARD No. 12 and YARD No.13 4wD' s Motor 
Rail, YARD No.1 4wD Ruston; - 0-4-0D Hunslet 2394/ 41 ( Mines type),. and a 4wBo.ttery 
trolley. The latter two work the R.N .11..D. in the rock; 
G:ro.nada~ierra Nevada Tramway: 750 m.r.1. gauge. Electrified at 1200 V. d.c. overhead. 
A fascinating line! The first 8.5 km. to Pinos Genil is nlongside the roo.d, but the 
remaining 12.2 km. to S3.l1. Juan is on private right of way, and follows o. spectacular 
river gorge on a shelf cut out of the rock face. At ono point it runs almost through 
a. waterfall down the verticl cliff face, and tlilITTllels are very frequent. Traffic on 
the upper section is light except in July and August when there is considero.ble tourist 
traffic, though at, the time of our visit the last Itrn. or so from Chrircon to San Juan 
was washed out and not in use. A further 5.5 km. extension to Lo. Estrella. is projected, 
but may not be built for m::i.ny yeo.rs yet - if o.t all. The lino is worked by four cream 
bogie cars, and 5 tr::.dilors are avui.Labl,o for summer trn.ffic. Some timber is worked 
down the line in 4w open wo.gons. 

• Lim:i.rGs - La Carolina: Metro Gauge. Closed October 1961. 
A visit to the Linares st::i..tion show3d that all track ha.d been lifted, and nll the rolling 
stock scrapped .::md removed. A heo.p of scrap in the shed was all that remained of the 
lines 0-8-0T locos. Considering the short tin1e tho.t line has been closed, this is 
a surpriaing thing for Spain, where railways tend to be allowed to rot decently for 
some time. However, as consolation there is still the very decrepit metre gauge 
trnmway serving the district, and the line to San Roque, running through an area of 
adandoned lead mines very reminiscent of Cornwall - or a mining area. in the mid-west 

• of the United Stntes is certo.inly to be recon1Inended. 
Servicio Militar de Ferrocarriles, Madrid. 600 m.m. gauge. 
We were f:d>rtuno:te in being able to join the M.'ltaxid Associo.cion des Amigos de I Fer-rocar-rd l 
on o. visit to the M:idrid Military Ro.ilwo.y, but were too late to see the narruw gnuge 
in use as it closed in 1962. The lino originally ran from Madrid to a point some 45 
miles to the west, 3.!ld was built in 1918. The section latterly in uso w~s in and 
o..round the Army Camp at Guatro Vientos, n.nd much wo.s lcrid botwoen the 5•6» system's 
r::i.ils serving tho cru;1p. The loccs still romn.in in tho shed, and two are tc be 
preserved. Dcto.ils:. F.M.C.V. No.3 0-8.-0 tender loco CK{lvhdrid) 10329/22; 19 0--4....0T 
Henschel 16051/18; 150 0-4-0T Henschel 16072/18. Tw0 bogie coa.cho:s uro stored in the 
shod, and numerous 4w side tip wci.gons lying about out.Lsde , 
J.vhalrid - Almorox: Metro gnugo •. 
Regular passenger services worked by Esslingen typo bogio railcars built by EusknJ.duno., 
with four trips oucll way daily from Goyn. Station. A sm:1..11 four wheel diesel railcar 

• has recently been purchased second hand, and vas being renovated in the shed. Twc 
0-6-0DH Locos built by CAF/Batigm,llcs in 1959 normo.LLy work the freight traffic but 
bc-th these were undor repcd r , Steam stock consists of three 2-6-2T 's, one oil fired 
2-8-2T, and one 0-6-0T. Only the 2-8-2T and 2-6-2T N .l.'.5 '.J.I'G in servicn.blo cond.i tion. 
Mo.drid - Aragon: N:otwe gauge. Freight only. 
This lino handles a considerable traffic in stone nnd cement, but hns bcon truncuted 

• in recent years by reservoir ccnstruction. Loco stock as f(,llc:ws: No.9 - No •• 16 
• 0-6-0T's by Haino St.Pierre, V.A.11 and V.11..12 2-6-2T"s {Tho lo.ttor dismantled), No •. 8 

Bd.Lbao 2-6-2T, Nc;.21 and N0.22 2-6-4T1s built by M.T.M. in 1952, and tho pride c,f th._, 
line, two huge 2-6-6-6 mallutt tender Loco s of formidnblo proportic>ns. One of those 
was be.ing rebuilt, the ot.ho r working on the lino. Those arc among tho biggest metre 
gauge locos in Eurppo , Few coaches remni n on the lino now~ but tho freight s tock is 

•-' considorablc, and mainly consd st.s of Lar'ge bogic v0hiclus. All the s bock is fitted 
with buck-eye centre couplers, and despite the present run down appearnnco of the lino 
and stock, it still has the ai.r of a line built for heavy t raf'f'Lc , 
Near the station is the small works - Talleros La Fuont.c S .A., which undcr't.ukcs r-epai r-s 
of most. Est.ado at.cam locos. 1 2-8-2T and one 1'1nllett wcro in shops, and a boiler from 
an OK boo m •. m, gauge loco at the Hri,tdmid Sugar Factory. Tho lino serving this was seen, 
and most of t.ho stock is ox. W. D.L.R. bogio opcns , pointed green! 
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Vo.ldepenns -Puortollo.no: 750 m.m. gauge, 
This line operates a sparse service of two trains each way daily, but on three days of 
the week the afternoon train from Valdepenas runs only half way - to Calzada. All trains 
run mixed as required, hut there is little general goods traffic, and virtually no 
minerals, as the line serves a princippaly winegrowing area. The station at Valdepenas • 
is a model for the narrow gauge, with a small two storey building, warehouses, small 
workshop, and.a two road engine shlid set in a cutting, and reached vin a turntable. 
Most of the other stations have simply a small building, loop, and a siding, but 
Calzada, the most important station on the liiil.e, has two terminal undone through plat­ 
form - as if the line had originally finished there, and been later extended, A turntable• 
is also provided, but this will not accomodat,e a tender lire<?, and locos and tenders have • 
to be uncoupled ::ind turned seperntely - and rather entertaining mnnouvre. One loco is_ • 
stabled overnight here in the open. The terminus ~t Puertollano (Economico} is right 
on the edge of the town, and tho line does not connect with ~ither the RENFE or the 
metre g~uge line to Peno.rroya. Here again a loop and siding suffices for the trnffic. 
Trains usually consist of two bogie coaches ( one 'Preferente and Gener al."}, and one 
coach has n'Correos' compo.rtment for h::mdling the mail. The line runs through rolling 
conntry with few steep gradea, and the very light track tends to be well grassed - 
particularly beyond Calzada. The loco stock is particularly interesting, and consists 
of the following: 

*No. 1 VITORIA o-6-o Couillet 1038/91.{Reb To.lleres La.Fuente 1963). 
*No. 2 CALATRAVA 0-6--0 Couillet 1039/91.(" tt " 1962}. 
BELGICA No.3 0-6-0 Couillet 1103/94. 
ASTURIAS 0-6--0 OK{ l'hdrid} 1001/ • 
14 0-4-0' OK 
15 0-4-0T OK 
20 o-6-0D ?Son Martin 

~'These locos are oil fired. 
An-article on the line appeared in the "Railway World" earlier this year, and following 
events described in this, it is hardly surprising that each loco now carries a spare • 
spring! (To be continued.) 
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Dismantled for scrap 1962. 

/36. Seldom used •. 

NEW MEJ:·IBERS: We have pleasure in welcoming the following new members. 
********************,:. ,;:******* 

Ordinary: 
V. G. BA1\-lATER~ 
K. PATRICK, 
W,. G. BRGJN, 
G. CLIFF, 
P. J. BGfDEN, 
B. W. BERRY, 
J • R.. wALKEi\~ 

Junior: 

M.E.Engineering Ltd., 457, Finchley Road, LONDON, N.W.3. 
21, Victoria Street, RIPLEY, Derbyshire. 
41, Highbank D:riv~, Garston, LIVERPOOL. 19. 
42, Green Lanes; West Ewell, EPSC0'1-·1, Surrey. 
37, Kent View R(QJ;.:id, Vange, BASILDON, Essex. 
45, Shortlands Road, SHORTLANDS, Kent. 
48, Highland Road, LEATHERHEAD, Surrey. 

• 

G. FA.-qR, 113, Walsall Road, Four Oaka, SUTTON COALFIELD, Wn.rwicks. 
P. J .• BURKHILL,108, C:rwhill South, ~lkrington, MIDDLETON, Lanes. 
R. PE.ARlvTA1"l, 96, Park hvemue, POTTERS Bi.R, lvliddx. 

Recommended books: 
"Industrial locomotives of the Enst Midlnnds". ( Derbys, Notts. & Loics.} Latest in the 
series _which needs no introduction. 
"Locomotives of the Spannsh Nnr row Gauge Ra,ilwnys - Par-t, 2 - El~STER.N SP!.IN". /mpther 
excellent book, well su~plied with additional historical data on the systems themselves, 
in addition to loco arid rolling stock inform~t.ion. 
Both 7/- post free from ••• D. SEMMENS, 44, Hicks i,v:o., GREENFORD, :MIDDX .. 

STOP :PRESS: Sco.J.dwcll visit fixed for ~ •. ugust 1ah, unfortunately we have only two weeks 
notice of this, mid the difficulties of the ho~dny period nre likely to delay this News 
until after this date. 

CHl\.NGES OF ADDRESS: 
B. WEBB, 
I.Hll'l?Clllh'SON~ , 
D.G.WRIGHT, 
M.J.MESSENGER, 
11.TITFORD, 
P. L.WESTRAY, 
E.C.SALTHOUSE, 
N.W .. POULTER, 
C • W. STUiiRT , 
R. W. F. SML~LLM,'.N, 

J, Cambrf.dge Place, Falsg:rave, SCiJIBOROUGH, Yorks. 
143, Hallowell Roetd, NORTHWOOD, Mi.ddx, 
40, J:Btlworth Road, WINDSER, Berks. 
Sunnyside, Twelveheads, TRURO, Cornwnll. 
Meteorological Office, S.R.11..T .C .. C., R.1~.F. ,, UXBRIOOE, Middx. 
Mid-Fylde Bungalow, Bo.ck Lrme, Moss. Side, Inskip, PRESTON,Lancs"' 
Mullo.ghmore, Oal;:leigh Road, Buckwell-vJlest Town, BRISTOL. 
9, The Rowans, Palmors Green, LOO'IDN. N.13 •• 

42, Fordyce Road, Walmer, PORTELIZ1IBETH, South Africa.. 
Yeildingtroo, Toll Road , Bl.ondon, HESTON-SUPER--MiillE, Somerset. • 

• 

• 
***************************** • 

• 
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