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AREA NOTES

Leeds Area. Ron. Redman, Agent, 11 Outwood Walk, Horsforth, LEEDS.
Meet at Headingley Hill Church Rooms, Headingley Lane, LEEDS 6.

Ken Hartley gave a very well illustrated, enjoyable talk at the

last meeting on the Narrow Gauge Railways of Majorca.
The next meeting in this Area will be on Friday, 7.30 start,
June 24th when Mike Swift will be in the chair once more with another of his

fine slide shows.

London & S.E. Area. Clifford John, Agent, 23 Crossway, Vest Ealing, W.13.
lieet at Keen House, 6~8 Calshott St, Kings Cross,

London, N,1. (Model Railway Club Hall)

Ve have about half the cash needed to purchase new wheels for
Townsend Hook. Have you sent your donation off yet? [Ir. P. Myatt will
shortly be arranging working parties for the renovating of the loco. If you
can help please write to hig at 17 Gloucester Road, Nth Harrow, Middx.

firmingham Area. Ron Heaton, Agent, 30 Vychall Lane, Kings ﬂorton,
Dirmingham 30.
Meeting at The Exchange Restaurant,; Stephenson Place,

Dirmingham. - _
Our Area Agent has also token over the Publicity for the

whole Society and details of meetings etc., should be sent to him, as well
os to che Hon. Organising Secretary.

North=llestern Area. R.C,Ormiston-Chant, Agentk 17 Roseleigh Aivenue, Durnage,
Manchester 19. '

The Agent has started a most interesting experiment.
This takes the form of a circular letter around the members. Intercsting
information is passed on for others to read and enables people to enjoy
fellowship in spite of their inability to meet regularly.

e

IAN ALLAN LTD. Our Publications Officer has obtained a concession from Messrs.
Ian Allen Ltd., wherel, the Society gets a discount on all the publications it
purchases from them. HMembers wishing to buy Tan Allan books, booklets etec.,
are asked to write to the Hon.Organising Secretary (C.H.John, 23 Crossway,

Vest Ealing, V,13) stating their requirements, end he will arronge for the
items to be despatchec to them without delay. Ve hope that as many members
as possible will help the Society finances in this way, by obtaining their

Tam Allan publications from the Hon.Organising Secretvary.



THE BRITISH NARROW GAUGE RAILVAY
(Copy of a lstter from J.1,C.Doyd, 23 Hay 1960)

tlost of us are aware of a growing interest in narrow gauge subjects
which does not seem to diminish as the subject matter disappears, rather,
it appcars to be enhanced by it.

Probably no one would guarrel with the observation that no other time
was morc opportune for a publication which will record the Dritish narrow
gauge railway before it is forgotten except in terms of sentiment and glossy
pictures, valuable thou_h these may ta. To do this before most systems are
extinct and within the confines of a single volume would be to do justice to
each system on the simplest lines and as & book of reference,such a book
would have a limited value.

By taking the long-term view however, it is possible that the project
could be done on a more dctalled basisy the work would be published in
parts as each was completed, the whole assignment ecovering a number of years,

‘The content of cach part would be geographical (e.@., North lales,
N.Ireland etc.) and each concern would be similarly treated in terms of draw-
ings, layouts, maps ctc, In this way each statuary and non-statuary company
would be covered. Quite clearly the part which dealt with England in partic-
ular would have to make reference to the many industrial narrow gauge concerns
of this country, but to take each as if it were on a par with the main lines
would be to clutter the work with HMinutiae which would be out of place and
context. /. general chapter on industrial conecerns would be provided,
Similarly, projects not attempted and street tramways which 'masquerade' under
the title of 'Rallway (e.z. Llandudno & Colwyn Bay) are not considered within
the writer's aims.,

. It has now been arranged between the Oakwood Press and myself, that such
a book shall be commenced. Our members appear to be convinced that not only
am I wealthy enough to produce these labours-—of-love, but being a man of means,
the time at my disposal to write them; they will be disappointed to know that
I am tied by the usual bonds of business, a family and other interests far
from the railway; also that my financial resources are insufficient for me to
consider writing on any subject for whiech no return for expenses can be pro-
vided. T also assure some of our younger members (of whom I believe we have
a majority?) that the tempo of life grows with age and free time becomes more
precious,

However, dlsoountlng normal drawbacks, I am sure that we are agreed that
the job is worthwhile and ought to be begun. Not for one minute would I
suggest that I am the most suitable person to compile this material, but it
seems that no other person is likely to come forward and attempt a record of
this type.

T am sure that no one will accuse me of advertising in giving notice of
our intentions; this note is put to those who are primarily intercsted first
in the picture. Ue would entert=in, a) Sugkestions, b) Constructive criticism,
¢) Opinions, d) Contributions from anyone who has specialised; offers of help
with names ond addresses (but nothing in the way of notes please at this stgge)
can be oddressed to me care of — O,LKV/OOD PRESS, DUCKLANDS, TANDRIDGE LANE, )
LINGFIELD, SURREY. Lastly, plcase do not. be offended if an acknowledgment 1s
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not madej I simply refer you to the time factor I have already mentiohed.

James I. C. Doyd.

DOVATER'S UNTTED KINGDOIl PULP & PAPER HILLS, SITTINGDOURNE.

Report of a visit undertaken on
lst June last, by K.C.Droderick

Latest development at the Kemsley Mills is the extension of standard
gauge track into the actual mills near the main workshops; this will not
curtail the use of the 216" gauge systen, however, as mixed gauge track is
being laid in the area affected. llork on this project was well under way
at the time of the visit, =

The locomotive position is as follows: T'[ON.RCH' (New firebox)
1PREMIER' (General overhaul), and 'CCHQUEROR! (Complete and recady for
painting, which is undertaken how by an outside firm) were all in the work-—
shops. T ) ‘ n
In the abscnce of the usual 'main line' loco, 'HONARCH', the through
work in between Sittingbourne mills and Ridham Dock was being performed by -
TALPHA 'y coping with the usual loads gquite effectively.

'LEADER' and '[ELIOR' were shunting the yards at Sittingbourne, whilst
at Kemsley Mills, 'TRIUMPH' and the fireless loco '"UNIQUE! were doing the
shunting work, with the other fireless loco, '"WICTOR' acting as standby
for 'UNIQUE®,

Transfer work hetween Kemsley and Ridham Dock was in the hands of
'CHEVALIER', SUPERB! and 'SUPERIOR?, whilst at the dock itself, 'DXCELSIOR!
and the Dattery loco were in use, N

The Hunslet diesel, which is usually repgarded as a standby to the
battery loco, was also in use at Kemsley, thereby indiecating that, with
every available loco in use the sbsence of THONARCH' is evidently felt in
all quarters!

Trains composed solely of workmen's coaches are still run at the
changing of shifts, but the majority of the through trains are classed as
1Mixed! trains. S o .~ . ;

Experiments are being conducted with eolour-light signals in the
cutting at Kemsley with a view of operating them by means of a time limit,

One interesting point, is that pebbles are now added to the loco's
fires with the object of creating a broken surface at the base of the
clinker in order to permit a greater flow of air.

ODDLENTS SECTION (From various sources)

The former offices of the 36" pgauge UINT.H R.R., the line that had two
beautiful 2-6=6-2 articulated tankers, ndow running in Central America, were

burnt down April 1st, These were at Mack, Colorado.
On Vednesday, Feb,l10th, 1960, Eastbound freight hauled by engines 4938
and 497 on D & R.G.U's 36" gauge Cumbres Pass section were derailed in

really thick snow.
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Vhat is believed by the oldtimers to be the first Rotary Snowplow trip
over the Alemosa-Chama section since 1912, was performed on liarch 9th., had
to battle snowdrifts estimated to be 20 feet thick.

Engine roster of the D & R.G.!. at beginning of year stood at 22 Mikados,

Don't be surprised if the recently sold Silverton Dranch doesn't go back
to freight haulage again, due it is said, to a new smelting process recently
perfected.

June Railway lingazine has two photos of Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch loco
'TYPHOON' .,

June 'Trains Illustrated! contains an illustrated article on the new
'Kodema' express, of the Japanese National Railways, The J.N,R. of course
is narrow gauge, being mostly 3tém,

VANTED DY THE MAGAZINE EDITOR.

Photographs, track layouts and other details on the County Donegal
Railway, for use in a forthcoming handbook. If you can help please write to
7. J. K. Davies, llerton Court School, Sidcup, Kent.

CHATTENDEN & UPNOR RAILVAY.

The railway works at Chattenden closed down recently, and all stock
is now kept at Loedge Hill. There are now 5 bogile workmen's coaches and 1
bogle comp.coach in use on the line; the other 4 workmen's coaches were sent
away to another establishment early this year.

VOLKS ELECTRIC RLY, DRIGHTON (2'8%" Gauge)

This line, operated by Drighton Corp, enjoys considerable popularity
and is well worth a visit, The 2 ex-Southend cars are in regular use, being
driven by orthodox tramway controllers, whereas the original.cars are driven
by & controller placed on the roof sbove the driver.

The line is well maintained, and the cars are in a magnificent state of
preservation.

TOWVNSEND HOOK
URGENTLY WANTED ~==-w HELP AND TRANSPORT ==wme=

) Pr., P, Myatt, 17 Gloucester Road, Harrow [iddx, would be pleased to hear
from volunteers to help clean and repair the above locomotive. Paul Myatt
would also be pleased to hear from someone with a car, van or coach to trans-
port the working parties to Sheffield Park. Members of the party would no
doubt share the running costs., If you can help and make a firm offer (vague
promises are no gooed), please contact Psul [iyatt without delay, as he pgopes

to run the parties in July and August.

DOVATERS LTD . visit has been arranged to the lines of this firm by the
Norbury Transport and Model Railway Club on Saturday 30th July. N.G.R.S.
members have been cordially invited, Those who are interested should write
without delay to C.D.Chapman, 41 Kilmartin Ave., Norbury, S.¥,16 enclosing a
stamped addressed envelope.
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VALE COF RHEIDOL TRAIN SERVICE
-

Departure Platform at Aberystwyth is adjacent to Hain Station

WEEKDAYS
Saturday 4th June to Saturday 9th July inclusive

=) i p'm'.. = 4 Pela
Aberystwyth dep. 2.15 Devil!s Dridge dep. 4.10,
Llanbadarn f 2522 Llanbadarn n 5. &
Devil'!s Dridge arr. 5% Lberystwyth arr. 5,10,
Mopday 11th July to Saturday 3rd September inclusive &
. E _ v
Q.m. Pl Dol p.m,
Aberystwyth - dep. 10. © 1.45 2,30 545
Llanbadarn " oy - 1.52 2,37 552
Devil's Dridge arr, 1k, @ L 2.45 5430 6.45
\ E W
Devil's Dridge: - dep. 11,45 - ho O 5450 8, 0.
PaM,
Llanbadarn . arr. 12,39 . h,5h 6.45 8,55
Aberystwyth " 12.45 B 6.50 9, O
E = Except Saturdays.
W = Uednesdays only 20th July to 24th- fugust inclusive,
Monday 5th September to Saturday 10th Septc ber inglusive
Q.M. By, Q.M. jo28 . 1
Aberystwyth dep. 10. 0. 2.15. Devilts Dridge dep.l1l.45. 4,10,
Llanbadarn " T0s T 222 - Llanbadarb - arr.12,.39 S kg
Devil's Dridge arr. 1Ly Be FudB5 lberystwyth woqeAs 5,10,
SUNDAYS
5th June and 24th July to 4#th Scptember inclusive
Pella Pelle
Aberystwyth dep. 2.15, Devil's Dridge dep. 4,30
Llanbadarn " 2,22 Llanbadarn arr. 5.2k
Devil's Dridge - °© . arr. B8 ¢ Aberystwyth L 5430

Alteration to Life liembership List

E. G. Cope, Flat 1, 29 lignor «Terrace, Leeds 1



FESTINIOG RAILIWY =~ 1960 ~ TIMETALLE

e e e e

: i e I = e =

| UEEKDAYS ONLY || g b N A s B, VEDSonly
| 4th Ju.to 9th Jly, t JULY = EPTEMNDER 1120 Ap.to
! 5 Sop.~24 Sept. ! .+ 1 June
| also HONDAY to FRIDAY | SATURDAY sun, |23 %P
! 16 and 18 f.prll : : Also 14,
| 15,19-22
1 ! . . R ' L et
i 3[‘ o ' Sunuf:?hp
1 RS L Pt R e i RSt "‘_ B e e e SV - une
0 | Portmadoc (iibr Xop 10.45 2,30 h 30 10.45 12, l+o 2 30 - 4,30 ‘9,30 |10, 1;5 2,30 4 30 2,30 ||, 2,30
?sz JPen Cob (Halt) " | dd dd dd dd - dd - dd P - dad dd dd - dd
- rLoston Lodge Td :
(Halt) ® dd dd dd | dd .dd d4d =-.dd . "§dd | add dd dd - dd
“2X Minffordd (for E 5 : |
M B.R.OD " 10,57 2.42 b,.lm! 10,57 12,50 2,42 = 444 £ dd |1o.57 2,42 4bh2 2,42 2.42
3 'Pen~y-Dryn(H1t)" dd dd dd dd - dd =~ dd . | ad dd dd - dd
B/P"Penrhyn " 11,03 2,48 448l 11,03 dd 2,48 ~ 4,48 Cdd |11.03 2,48 4,48 2,48 2.48
7%2Tan-y-Dwlch- arr{ 11,30 3.15 5.15{ 11.30 1,20 3,12 ~ 5,15 5,10 |11.30 3.15 5.15 3.15 || 3.15
9%uDduallt ) : 4 A . [ i
12 mTan—y-GrLSLau ) Service temporarily suspended J :
131331aenau Ffestinicp) :
0_ Dlaunau Ffestlnlog) o
1% Tan—y—Grlslau ) Service temporarily suspended a
3J#Dduallt ) _ =
5%9Tan-y~Dwlch dep. 11,45 3,30 5,30 1l.45 1.30 5.30#.1 5.30N 8,40 11.45 3,30 5,30 3,45 3.45
10 pPenrhyn 12,12 3,57 5,57 12,12 dd 3. 57;!. S5.57  ad (18,12 3,57 5,57 412 k,12
10% ‘Pen-y=-Dryn(H1t) " | dd dd dd | aa -~ dad " dd dd § -lad da ad dd || ad
11 VMinffordd (for i | @
2 DuR.(W) i 12,18 4,05 6.03] 12,18 2,00 4,03 4nk3 6,035 ad 12,18 4,03 6,03 4.18 || 4.18
127FBoston Lodge | i § "
(Halt) " dd ad dd dd dd dd £dd dd § = | aa dd dd  dd ad
124uPen Cob(Halt) * dd dd dd dd ~ dd ‘édd dd j dd | ad dd dd dd dd
13%5Portmadoc ) —
(¥arbour) aryt 12,30 4,15 6‘15i 12,30 2,10 4,15%%4,55 6,15 9,20{12.30 4.15 6.15 4,30 L.30
iE—Thlrd glgsglggngrjer | dd.Calls when required to set down on notice to the guanf.
n—nI‘I‘lVB )

Pnss»nuers wishin; to Jjoin must give g hand signal to

“1 Ml _Minac Wad Thurs oconly .
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