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Dear Member, . " 
The Committee must apologise for the delays in despatching the News and Magazine this 
year, and consider that a full explanation should be presented now the facts are 
available. A prior announcement has been impossible because these facts were not 
fully known until recently. 

Narrow Gauge News: A cirCUf.ar wa$ sent out in August last ye~r explaining the problems 
which led to emergency: ap::angemen~s peing made td deal with the August !_ssue., S·i.nce then 
the si tu'ation has become wo'rse. The· October issue could not be produced because paper 
was not availabie, and we finally had to scour stockists in Yorkshire to obtain paper 
and despatch this to the printer. 

' .. .. ' . ., . 
The December issue was initially delayed because of a machine br'eakdowri', and qlthough 
completion was promised for mid Janua.ry this was not achieved. It proved impossible to 
find. out w~at.;11as happening,..._until I made a .P~rsonal visit to the printer, and found 0at 
the D~errp~~ i~sue.~as ~t;i.11 not ready, but would be completed and despatched by the first 
week in Marcho 

Emergency arrangements have .again.had to be made to.ensure production of this issue in a 
reasonable time. · · 

Th~-~9.EE.OW Gauge: The Committee authorised No. 68 in July 1975, and the Editqr 
proIT,i.::;i::::d publication in September. By October nothing had appeared but a further" 
promise ~1as made that .. publication woUld be before Christmas. At our Committee meeting 
in Nove..,.ber W'= were told· that 68 was with the printer and would be out about Christmas, 
but when I checked. I found that·this"statement was not true;. ~The Editor would not 
explain why·he had-made this statement. ~t required a further two ~onths to initiate 
act.ion, and 68 did not reach the printer until mid January giving a planned publication 
date of mid March.· 

Issue 69 is following and we expect publication about t.~e end of April. 

Cor~spondence: Many of you have already written to me or the Membership Secreta.ry 
to enquire about you~ publications. We have ~eplied to all ·these letters, though prior 
to January· it was impossibl'e to 'give a full·· explanation. 

. ... ..... 
, - 

The Magazine Editor's arrangements to have correspondence'dealt with separately lapsed 
last summer, and were not reinstated until Janua.ryo By now any member expecting a 
letter should have received one. 

r 
Addresses: - Because no permanent arrangernents·were in force; addressing has been 
handled by a sc~atch team of members and families. In December we took steps to 
resolve this problem by computer, and all members addresses are now on file and labels 
available at short not.Lce , The print-out has been thoroughly checked, but we ask eve.ry __ 
member to check the label on this envelope and report any errors to the Membership 
Secreta.ry, R •. Martin. 

Finally, this whole business has' "caused several Corr:unit.te~ members considerable extra 
work and ~rust,ration because for, long periods no clarificatton, of the .. q~~ses of d,elays 
could be obtaif?.ed.. You mai.-rest assured that future arrangements will be made _with a 
view to achieving -~h~ smooth.and regul~r service you require. 

I •, 

~~r ~he rea~on~ giy~n.above, it has proved impossible to 
0produce 

four .Magazines this 
year. The Committee theD:fore intend to retain the subscription rate at £2.00 for 
1975/76, despite further substantial increases in costs, particularly postage. A 
renewal _form will.be ·en.closed with the Magazine and we trust that you will continue 
with USo ' M. Swift -·Secreta.ry 
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Press date for the May issue will be 1 April. It would help considerably if members 1 ~ 

would submit contributions written or typed on one side of the paper only, double 
spaced to allow easy copying. 

•• ••• ..L ~ 

•••••••••••••• 

SPECIAL NOI'ICE 

NORTH AMERICAN'SUBSCR!PriONS 

1975-6 

Members in the United States are advised that the subscription. fee for 1975-6 will be 
S 6. (six-dollars). and may.be.paid.to the NGRS No.rth American Representative - ... - 

Mr. J.M. Jelley 
709 East Tremont Avenue 
CHARLOTTE 
North Carolina 28203. "'i. ~...., 

•• 
AREA TIDINGS 

EAST _MIDLA~S AREA,. Fton. Sec. Grah~ .Holt, 22 Extori·~oed·, ~i~~~t~~ LES 4AF . . ~ 
1 Meeting~ to.be helq at the Richard III Inn, Highcross Stx:~et, Leicester at 7.15 P,•rn• 

•••. 1 ·; · • -~ , r • { J · 1 ;: •• , ,.. ' .•.••. 

Saturday 12 Apt'il 
. 

) - 
1 

"Colo~? :tq Darj_eeling - 197,4'.' .. - Ken Pl~t. 
A feast 'of slides fr6m Ken's tour of India and Ceylon. 

1" -1,J. ~-. • . •••. ;I,. -t , .; 

Members may also be interested in the BBC ·2 "World About Us' programme on either 
Sunday 23 6r 30 March entitled "The Rornanc'e of IndianjRailways" recently filmed ,under 
the direc+.ion of Mike Satow. 

• •· .r , ~ I •. '*" • ·-!·r·· 
LONDON & SQUTHERN AREA, Secretary - Peter temrney, IIA Fitzgeorge'Mansions, 

West Kensington, London W.14. 

l 1" 

x-: 

November Meeting 
l.#· '! J 

It was,."st<¥lding-.room only" at Caxton Hall on November l6 when aob ·Vice came to give his 
talf Of! Fp:l'}.ah' ;Light Railways,._ a talk illustrated. with colour slides which portrayed the 
Vivarais·, .P.o. Correze, Re'seau areton and other syste{lls in· tj1~ halcyon days of steam. 
Of particular iptere~t too was.the Pilhiviers ~ Toury 60,on~ railway and its as~ociated 
suqar ref4lery l¥1~s hard. at work during the•l960 beet h~ryest. In all, a most. 
enjoyable and nostalgic evening enlivened throughout by Bobs inimitable conmentary 
on his photos. 

..•. 

J.. •.. ~ •• .;.L,.... J.}. 

December Meetin~ . 
' . 

11I~9l:y and Iberia" was the subject, and our sp~aker·Donald Wils~n began by showing 
slides of various wa.yward narrow 99-uge branch lines in Southei:n_ Ital,y and .Sicily which 
operate a variety of picturesque steam and diesel trains. The "Iberia" part of the 
evening centred p_n :the fascinating ind'-'strial-lines of Spain, and of the.many types 
of vint~ge i;notive,power illustrated, perhaps the SS ems Hudswell O - 4 - 2 Sts working 
high in the Cantabrian Mts. {and now preserved in the u.K.) were particularly memorable. 
As an "unadvertised extra", Donald Wilson rounded off his talk with a few slides of the 
previously "undiscovereq" Oraste forestry railway,~ Ruinania, an incredibl,e stearn-wor~ed 
system our spea_]ser came across while on an archaeology expedition in Rurnan_ia this autumn. 

·, 

Future. Meetings - At Caxton· Hq.11, Caxton Street, Westminster, London SWl 
(Nearest tube: st •. J:arnes Park) with. all rn~e,rs and :friends 
very welcome. 

Saturday 15 March at 7 .00 p.m. AREA ·ANNUAL GENERAL MEET.ING 

~e area committee hopes that as rnany-~embers as possible' will make a point of ·being present - 'to be followed at 7. 30 p·.m. by ''NARRCM. GAUGE IN :t:RELAND 
TODAY" by Michael Jacob (subject to confirmation). A slide show on a great 
variety of Irish Light lines, of particular interest no doupt to industrial 
eiithusiasts. · 
£.~tf:S~_E~E THE 7 .oo p.m. AGM START· 

Wednesd~:(J;d§~!).?.,[.22 at .. 7. 30 .P•~• ~'SITTINGOOJRNE AND KEMSLEY'~. A. slide show and talk on 
the his·tory and present progress, of this lCGB preservation scheme. 

' • L 
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Future Meetings 

April 11 "John Holroyd' s Spain" a slide show by a i0eal rnen\Bef f@at\:lring steam i,n Sp9-in •. , 
~-~.. . . - 

- Friday May 2 Details being finalised, 
All meetings, Benjamin Gott School, AJ:t'nley, Leeds 12, 7,45 f8r §iOO pioffii start. 

December 6 Meeting 

"NARROO GAUGE STEAM IN POLAND 197411 

By Andrew Neale 

Area Member, Andrew Neale, presented a most enjoyable and colourful show of sliijes 
depicting the Polish Forestry Department's system of narrow gauge (60 cm) raiiwaysi 

It was Feldbahn cover de-Lux, from all angles with footplate rides, nu:i pasts and11rods · 
down" shots too. Andrew also covered the Polish made L.-A.s. class 060 tanks and had 
slides of Feldbahns having General Overhauls! 

A few sugar beet lines were also visited but being out of season there wasn't much 
activity to photograph. 

This show is highly recommended to Feldbahn fans or all steam fans - ask the 29 local 
members who attended they will says the same. 

(R.N.R.) 

Special Extra Meeting December 27 

Narrow Gauge in Central California 

A special meeting in Huddersfial.d on December 27 attracted a large attendance of members 
and visitors to hear our member Ted Wurm, breaking his Christmas holiday in England. 
Ted covered a wide variety of railways in his native area, starting with the 36" gauge 
construction system on the Hetch-Hetchy water works, and ending with. West Side Lumber 
Co. operation in the 1960•s. 

A number of miniature lines on a variety of gauges were featured, and it was especially 
intc;-:-0sting to learn that new locomotives are still under construction by Redwood Valley 
Shcps1 and an Oakland engineer, who recently completed a 24" gauge Shay powered by a 
petrol e:1gine. 

Two lengthy industrial lines serving salt pans in San Francisco Bay were covered at 
leng i:·.:1., 'l'hese .are ~orked by Plymouth and Caterpillar diesels with wood and steel 
hopper-s to carr:y salt to the processing plants during four months of the year when 
the 1,12ather is very dry. 

W2 must record our thanks to Ted, and to Carol Swift and Betty Ww:m for attending to 
refr2shmentso 

(M.S.) 

~: A well attc~dP.d1 lively meeting with much discussion and plans for future trips was the 
order of the evaiing O 

Ron Redman presented his review of the year followed by Henry Holdsworth who reviewed 
the f~121,.ci.al aspeccs of the year, noting that we are having to meet increasing costs 
when long distance speakers are booked and reminding us to bear this fact in mind when 
the hat c&~e aroundt 

During "Any other business" it _was agreed to arrange another coach outing for June 7 
probobly visiting Bala Lake Railway & Quarry Tours Ltdo 

A.GoMo Entertainment 

Noted Local Trarn,.,,ay expert Roy Brook took the floor after business was concluded and 
kept 113 a.11 enthralled with his show on "Narrow Gauge Steam Tramways". Roy has a large 
co.l.Lecrt.Lon of prints depicting the forerunners of the electric street tramways and we 
were i.;:;terested to note that out of 50 odd systems, the mc.jority were of gauges less 
than standard, ranging from 2'6" to 41811 with 3'6" being much favoured. 
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The products of Kitson, To Green, Merrywether, Beyer Peacock and minority makes such_as 
Burrell, Krauss and Wilkinson were illustrated, operating on lines such as Wolverton & 
Stoney Stratford and city lines in Birmingham, Bradford, Huddersfield, Lee<iJ.s, Oldham etco 

It·was.really interesting to see steam powered public transport iri action and to relive 
the sc~es of yesterday in the Northo 

-, (IoS.) 

YOU WILL BE WEI.COME 

IRISH RAIIllJAY RECORD SOCIETY (LONDON .AREA) 

Thursday, 17 April 1975, 19000 Fred Tallant Hall, 153 Di;:ummond Sto, London NoW.l 
Tralee·and Dingle Light.Railway illustrated talk (slide & film) by D.G.Rowlands. 

• ' I• 

LETI'ERS 

DoC.Pether, 132 Fleetwood Ave, Westcliff, Essex. (Southend 42963)· 

Can anybody supply address or 'phone number of Mr. Michael Jacot who used to operate 
a private 15" gauge railway at his family works in Birmingham, now believed to be living 
in Wo~estershire. 

Also I would be interested to hear from any member who knows of any 15" gauge engines 
(any type) or rolling stock for hire or sale. 

Ivor G~theridge, 5 Kingsand Rd0, Lee, London SoE.12 OLE 

There has been some tal~ of re-opening The Ashover Light Railway from Fallgate to Butts, 
but the Clay ~ross Coo, the owners of the land until recently, were not in favour of any 
such scheme. The land has now been sold:- from Fallgate to Salter Lane to Mr.John 
Jackson, The Old Bakehouse, Church Street, Ashover; from Salter Land to Butts to 
another owner •. The owner of the section from Salter Lane to'Butts has indicated that 
if he ls approached by a properly constituted body who can offer a satisfactory 
financial return, he would be prepared to give consideration to any such sc;:heme. In 
addition, it would be necessary to bring into the pro}ect, the Planning Authority 
and the present lessee. If anybody is interested they should approach me, .Ivor 
Gotheridge, 5 Kingsand Road, Lee, U'.Jndon S0E.12 OLE 

THE OLD COMPANIES 

FAIRBOURNE RAIUvAY, Fairbourne, Gwynedd. 15" gauge (NGN90/3) 
LOCOS: COUNT LOUIS, Bassett-Lowke 4-4-2 is now back together again less cowcatcher 
after the boi~er inspectors visit, while ERNEST w. 'IWINING, G &·s 4-6-2- has been 
receiving minor mechanical repairs. ·KATIE, G & s 2-4-2 has had a complete repaint 
in a new darker green livery~ SYLVIA .the BoBop has also been repainted in the new 
green with grey roof, dark red lower side panels, black cowcatchers and signal red 
buffer bearnso Thos loco is to receive a diesel engine in place of its rather thirsty 
308 Daµnler Majestic petrol engine. 

C. & W° Coaches 18 and 19 have received the new dark green, grey and red livery with 
varnisped doors and seats and magnolia interiors. Next in the works will be 16 and 20° 
The 3-car artico sets are to be lengthened to 4 cars. The last two 4-whee~ coaches 
5 and p have been altered; No. 6 received the torch to all seat supports on 7.12.74 
and is:now a sleeper wagon. No. 5 following a crash, has been temporarily reinstated 
as a f~at wagon, also for sleeper carrying, making a six wagon train. 

SALES DEPT. A shop has .,been built within the station building, using part of the 
platfopn, ~ the caravan was removed from the .site during mid August. The railway 
will b~ visithi.g.exhibitions and ·rallies with a sales stand for the first time this 
comtnq season, A. plentiful supply of "Fairbourne Miniature Railway" tickets (pre 1958) 
are for sale at ~Op per packet and are available by post from Hugh J. Sykes, 3 Bakers Lane 
Streetl.y; Sutton C.oidfield,'West Midland~0 Cheques and postal orders to be made payable 
to "Fairbourne Railway Ltd" and must be accompanied with a S.A.E. 

EXTENSION OF THE LINE Tue line is to be extended by approx. 450-500 yards at the 
Ferry end with a ret:1:u.n c.u:ve of 100 ft. radius. It is understood planning permission 
has been granted and the lar,1, owners are. willing so the route has been pegged out. This 
is to be done as .competition f"t;,IJ: thr:, road has taken any many passengers 

(Hugh Sykes 8 & 12/74) 


