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Dear Member,

The Committee must apologise for the delays in despatching the News and Magazine this
year, and consider that a full explanation should be presented now the facts are

available. A prior announcement has been impossible because these facts were not
fully known until recently.

Narrow Gauge News: A circular was sent out in August last year explaining the problems

which led to emergency arrangements being made to deal with the August issue. Since then
the situation has become worse. The October issue could not be produced because paper

was not available, and we finally had to scour stockists in Yorkshire to obtain paper
and despatch this to the printer.

The December issue was initially delayed because of a machine breakdown, and although
completion was promised for mid January this was not achieved. It proved impossible to
find out what was happening until I made a personal visit to the printer, and found that

the December issue was still not ready, but would be completed and despatched by the first
week in March,.

Emergency arrangements have again had to be made to ensure production of this issue in-a
reasonable time,

The Narrow Gauge: The Committee authorised No. 68 in July 1975, and the Editor

pronised publication in September., By October nothing had appeared but a further
promise was made that publication would be before Christmas. At our Committee meeting
in November we were told that 68 was with the printer and would be out about Christmas,
but when I checked I found that this statement was not true. The Editor would not
explain why he had made this statement. It required a further two months to initiate

action, and 68 did not reach the printer until mid January giving a planned publication
date of mid March,

Issue 69 is following and we expect publication about the end of April.

Correspondence: Many of you have already written to me or the Membership Secretary

Addresses:

to engquire about your publications. We have replied to all these letters, though prior
to January it was impossible to ‘give a full explanation.

The Magazxne Editor's arrangements to have correspondence dealt with separately lapsed

last summer, and were not reinstated until January. By now any member expecting a
letter should have received one.

Because no permanent arrangements were in force, addressing has been
handled by a scratch team of menbers and families. 'In December we took steps to
resolve this problem by computer, and all members addresses are now on file and labels
available at short notice. The print-out has been thoroughly checked, but we ask every

member to check the label on this envelope and report any errors to the Membership
Secretary, Re Martin,

Finally, this whole business has caused several Committee members considerable extra
work and frustration because for long periods no clarification of the. causes of delays
could be obtained., You may rest assured that future arrangements will be made with a
view to achieving the smooth and regular service you requirea

For the reasons given above, it has proved impossible to produce four Magazines this
Yéar. The Committee therefore intend to retain the subscription rate at £2.00 for
1975/76, despite further substantial increases in costs, particularly postage. A

renewal form will be enclosed with the Magazine and we trust that you will continue
with us,.

M. Swift - Secretary
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Press date for the May issue will be 1 April. It would help considerably if members
would submit contributions written or typed on one side of the paper only, double
spaced to allow easy copying.

LN N A N N NN R N

SPECIAL NOTICE
NORTH AMERICAN SUBSCRIPTIONS
1975-6

Members in the United States are advised that the subscription fee for 1975-6 will be
g 6 (six dollars) and may be paid to the NGRS North American Representative

Mre Jo M. Jelley

709 East Tremont Avenue
CHARLOTTE

North Carolina 28203

AREA TIDINGS

EAST MIDLANDS AREA, Hon. Sece. Graham Holt, 22 Exton Roed, Leicester LES 4AF
Meetings to be held at the Richard III Inn, Highcross Street, Leicester at 7.15 pem.

Saturday 12 April

"Colombo to Darjeeling - 1974" - Ken Plant.
A feast of slides from Ken's tour of India and Ceylon.

Members may also be interested in the BBC 2 'World About Us' programme on either

Sunday 23 or 30 March entitled "The Romance of Indian Railways" recently filmed under
the direction of Mike Satow.

LONDON & SOUTHERN AREA, Secretary - Peter Lemmey, ITA Fitzgeorge'Mansions,
West Kensington, London Wel4.

November Meeting

It was "standing-room only" at Caxton Hall on November 16 when Bob Vice came to give his
talk on French Light Railways, a talk illustrated with colour slides which portrayed the
Vivarais, P.O. Correze, Re‘seau Breton and other systems in the halcyon days of steam.
Of particular interest too was the Pighiviers - Toury 60 ems railway and its associated
sugar: refinery lines hard at work during the 1960 beet harvest. In all, a most

enjoyable and nostalgic evening enlivened throughout by Bobs inimitable commentary
on his photos,

December Meeting

"Italy and Iberia" was the subject, and our speaker Donald Wilson began by showing
slides of various wayward narrow gauge branch lines in Southern Italy and Sicily which
operate a variety of picturesque steam and diesel trains, The "Iberia" part of the
evening centred on the fascinating industrial lines of Spain, and of the many types

of vintage motive power 11lustrated, perhaps the 55 cms Hudswell O - 4 - 2 Sts working
high in the Cantabrian Mts. (and now preserved in the U.K.) were particularly memorablee
As an ™unadvertised extra", Donald Wilson rounded off his talk with a few slides of the
previously "“undiscovered" Oraste forestry railway in Rumania, an incredible steam-worked
system our speaker came across while on an archaeology expedition in Rumania this autumn.

Future Meetings - At Caxton Hall, Caxton Street, Westminster, London SWl

(Nearest tube: St. James Park) with all members and friends
very welcome,

Saturday 15 March at 7.00 peme AREA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The area committee hopes that as many members as possible will make a point
of being present - to be followed at 7.30 PeMa by "NARROW GAUGE IN IRELAND
TODAY" by Michael Jaccb (subject to confirmation). A slide show on a great

variety of Irish Light lines, of particular interest no doubt to industrial
enthusiasts,

PLEASE NOTE THE 7.00 pem, AGM START

M

Wednesday 15 March at 7,30 pem. "SITTINGBOURNE AND KEMSLEY". A slide show and talk on
the history and present progress of this LcnR preservation scheme,
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YORKSHIRE AREA  Hon. Sec. Ron Redman, l4a Oliver Hill, Horsforth,” Nr. Deeds, °

Future Meetings

April 11  "John Holroyd's Spain" a slide show by a loeal membef featuring steam in Spain.
- Priday May 2 Details being finalised} i - o )

All meetings, Benjamin Gott School, Armley, Leeds 12¢ 7:45 for 8400 pafs start.

December 6 Meeting

"NARROW GAUGE STEAM IN POLAND 1974"
By Andrew Neale

Area Member, Andrew Neale, presented a most enjoyable and colourful show of‘§i§déé
depicting the Polish Forestry Department's system of narrow gauge (60 cm) railwayss

It was Feldbahn cover de-lux, from all angles with footplate rides, run pasts and"réds
down" shots too. Andrew also covered the Polish made L.A.S. class 060 tanks and had
slides of Feldbahns having General Overhauls}

A few sugar beet lines were also visited but being out of season there wasn't much
activity to photograph.

This show is highly recommended to Feldbahn fans or all steam fans - ask the 29 local
members who attended they will says the same.

{(ReNeR.)

Special Extra Meeting December 27

Narrow Gauge in Central California

A speclal meeting in Huddersfield on December 27 attracted a large attendance of members
and visitors to hear our member Ted Wurm, breaking his Christmas holiday in England.
Ted covered a wide variety of railways in his native area, starting with the 36" gauge

construction system on the Hetch-Hetchy water works, and ending with West Side Lumber
Co. operation in the 1960's,

A mumber of miniature lines on a variety of gauges were featured, and it was especially
interesting to learn that new locomotives are still under construction by Redwood Valley

Shaps, and an Oakland engineer, who recently completed a 24" gauge Shay powered by a
petrel engine.

Two lengthy Industrial lines serving salt pans in San Francisco Bay were covered at
length, These are worked by Plymouth and Caterpillar diesels with wood and steel

hoppers to carry salt to the processing plants during four months of the year when
the weather is very dry.

We must record our thanks to Ted, and to Carol Swift and Betty Wurm for attending to
refreshments,

(MOS' )

Area AoGoMo Jaﬂ, 3_

A well attended, lively meeting with much discussion and plans for future trips was the
order of the evening,

Ron Redman presented his review of the year followed by Henry Holdsworth who reviewed
the financial aspects of the year, noting that we are having to meet increasing costs

when long distance speakers are booked and reminding us to bear this fact in mind when
the hat came around}

During "Any other business" it was agreed to arrange another coach outing for June 7
probably visiting Bala Lake Railway & Quarry Tours Ltd.

A.Go.M. Entertainment

Noted Local Tramway expert Roy Brook took the floor after business was concluded and
kept us =211 enthralled with his show on "Narrow Gauge Steam Tramways". Roy has a large
coilection of prints depicting the forerunners of the electric street tramways and we

were iiterested to note that out of 50 odd systems, the majority were of gauges less
than standard, ranging from 2'6" to 4'8" with 3'6" being much favoured.







