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fROH YOUR EDITOR:
The twelfth month is here again, soon Christmas will be with us
and together with our Eon. Records Gfficers I wish all members a Happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year.
PLEASE NOTE;

The Press D2.te for NGN.63 will be

1st J&nuc1Ty

SOCIETY NEWS
FORTl-iCOivtING HEETBTGS
10_K-Si-IIRE AREA:
Sec: Ron Redman, 14a Oliver Hill, Horsforth, Leeds.
Friday, 5th December, a slide show by Vic. Nutton and Brian Kilner entitled "Our
Second Transport Holi<t!Y_ in Hest Germany11•
Trains, Trams, Trolleys, and other items?
Sounds interesting l
Following Meeting will be the area A.GM on Frid.e.y, 2nd January, 1970, with entertainment afterwards in the form of a slide show on 11NG in and ar ound Lucer-ne" by Henry
Holdsworth.
Our meetings are held at I-Ieadingley Hill, Church Rooms , Head.Ing.Iey Lene, Leeds 6,
with the Green Flag at 7.45 p.m.
NORTH STAFFS AREA:
Sec:

Keith Rogers, 36 Pemberton Drive, Meir Heath, Stoke on Trent, Staffs.

10th December. 1969.
TJsual venue, usual time - for t.hose who do not know, "Roebuck
EoteP, Station Road, Stoke.
Steam up and awny at ?.JO p.m.
The subject this
evening, which promises to be a most interesting one, is "Southern Narrow Gauge
Adventure", given by member J. Dickenson.
Plenty of stecm is promised for this
meeting.
?th January, 1970.
Venue as above, when our prograi111lle postponed from October will
be shown.
Material will include the H.L.R. as stated, and much material from the
Welsh lines as operating during the 1969 se&son.
Despite wh2t material is available
we would welcome any further items which members and friends may bring to the meeting.
11th Febr1.:a_ry, 1970,
Venue as above? when our Chairman, W. Oakes will unfold the
story of the Talyllyn from Preservation to Date.
This promises to be a really good
programme and those who make the effort to attend the meeting should have a most
enjoyable evenings entertainment.
EAST iviIDLANDS AREA :
Sec:

Rod Weaver? 4 Queen's Close, Kenilworth, Warks.
Why not make a note of the following dat.e s if you live within striking distence
of Leicester?
1.
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13th December~ 1969.
10th January, 1970.

Mr. G. Caddy will be speaking on "Boston Lodge 1870 - 1970
a review of one hundred years of F.R. rolling stock
Area A.G.M., after which Trevor Rowe will speak on the narrowgauge railways of certain South American countries.

Graham Holt will tell of his most recent journey behind
the Iron Curtain.
All meetings will be held in the Lecture Room of the New Walk Museum, Leicester,
starting at 6.30 p.m.

J..kth February, 1970.

LONDON & SOUTHERN AREA:
Brian Critchley, 5 Fontayne Avenue, Chigwell, Essex.
Next meeting: Saturday, 17th January, 1970. Our speaker will be Mr. C.R. Wood
and the subject will be 11Th_e Vale of Rheidol Railway11•
Included in the programme will .:
be a lengthy film of the line which was shot a few years ago when the speaker hired
the rQilway for a day.

Sec:

The meeting will be held as usual G.t 11The Adam and Even, Petty France/Palmer
Street, Westminster, London S.W.1.
(Nearest Underground Station - St. James's
Park). Time: 7"30 p.m.
IMPORTANT Al0TOUNCEHENT: Due to the close proximity of Christmas, the meeting
which would have been held on the 20t_h DECEMBER has been CANCELLED.

AREA

TIDINGS

YORKSHIRE:
Sunday, September 14th saw some 24 area stalwarts setting out of bed at unearthly
hours (5 a.m. in some cases) in order to participate in the "Autumn Outing11 to Alan
Bloom's Bressingham Steam Museum, with over 200 miles to travel it was essential for
such an early start as 6 a.m. from Huddersfield, and 6.30 a.m. from Leeds.
Oqr
transport was a preserved coach, built in the early fifties for that famous Yorkshire
firm of Samuel Ledgards, and now owned by a friend of Geoff. Lumb.
On the outward run we made stops at Sheffield and Grantham, and somewhere near
a gravel pit ne~r Grantham to pick up members.
At Bressingham we were greeted by the sounds of 70013 OLIVER CROf:IWELL making its
warming up runs prior to the arrival of the public.
Hembers then inspected the fine
collection of locos in the museum and watched Alan Bloom shunting the trains with
GWYNEDD before riding the Nursery and Woodland lines.
GvfiNEDD and GEORGE SHOLTO
were in service on tbe Nurserybahn and MAID HARIAN handled trains on the Woodland
line.
Locked away was the Hudswell/Kerr Stuart which is being built from the frames,
cylinders and wheels of BRONLLWYD and the boiler of ST.A]HOPE, through Alan's kindness
we were allowed into the works to see the loco.
The boiler is now mounted and was
being fitted with the new built up smokebox at the t~ne of the visit, and the workmanship is excellent, and everyone looks forward to seeing the loco in steam.
All too soon it was time to leave for the evening meal at Kings Lynn, but we
didn't plan the tour of the backstreets, members got that - free l
The meal over
we headed North, arriving home shortly after 1 a.m. with all members vory sleepy 1
Our thanks go to Alan Bloom for providing special photographic facilities and access
to the works, to Ron Redman and Geoff Lumb for travel arrangements, and to our coach
drivers who did a fine job for L,00-plus miles !

,;•

/Editor.
SOUND MOVIE SHOlL_ SATURDAY 2 11 th OCTOBER.
Some 70 members and friends turned out on a rather foggy night to be entertained
by a varied selection of sound films, some colour, some B.& W.
Eight films were
screened, 11Letter for Wales" (B.R. with Dinorwic, Snowdon, etc), "Permanent Way"
(The Building of the East African Railway), 11The George Saxton Engine" (a 2,000 h.p.
compound mill engine), 'Fully Fitted Freightn (B.R. steam express goods 1956),
Continued ••
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-------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------"A Day to Remember" (Centenary Celebrations at Neasden, LT), 11Haulage Re-organisation
at Lodston Luck" (N.C.B. 2ft.6 ins. line at a local mine), "Winding at Old Nillsn
(N.C.B. 100 year old s t.eam winder in action), and finally "The Mighty Atom", the film
BLMC presented to the NGRS shows the various uses the pre-~ar Austin 7 engine could be
put to, including 2 car petrol-electric railcars on the Gt. Yarmouth Niniature
Railway!
- A Geml
(Editor).

NORTH STAFFS:
The meeting held on the 8th October wo.s programmed as "Narrow Gauge Newsreeli'
which has been postponed until January - the entertainment took the form of the story
of the beginings of the Talyllyn railway as detailed by our Chairman, W. Oakes, who
gave the meeting a most enjoyable insight into these beginnings.
Having done much
research himself the meeting had Lmch fresh material, which nost of the members and
friends present had not been aware of before.
The financial structure of the Quarries,
their ovner s , and general background made this 2. most enjoyable meeting.
In the time
available W. Oakes had only time to bring the picture up to the time of Pr-e ser-vat.Lon
of 1950.
However, we have been promised the picture from Preservation to-date
during the February meeting.
(Hike Bentley) •
EAST MIDLANDS:
Tho first meeting of the 1969 - 70 season was held on the 20th September, and
coincided with the Autumn Reunion of tho Industrial Railway Society which was based
on Leicester this year.
Our two organisations joined forces and held a joint
meeting at which we were entertained by John Warley and Colin Garrett.
The former
showed a selection of his slides taken on nar row-gauge r~.ilways all over the country
while the latter concentrated on the photogenic aspect of railways in general, the
two combining to present a varied yet well balanced. programme which was enjoyed by
a capo.city audionce.
Curiously enough, the second meeting of the season, held on Septer.iber 11th,
was again joint.
This time we joined. forces with the E.M. area of the T.R.P.S.
who were holding their A.G.h. in Leicester this year.
Another packed house enjoyed
films of British and Continental railways presented by John licCann.
Some of his
material was really nostalgic, especietlly when portraying Continental steam in the
early 1950s.
Another vory enjoyable evening.
We are pleased to report thnt Maurice Billington is back in circulation,
conplete with his taste for liquid refreshment.
/Rod Weaver.

SOCIETY

SHOP.

BOOKS: * Sand Hutton Lt. Ry.
7/0d.
* Parrish's Loam Quarries.
4/od.
Bicton Woodland Railway.
1/10de
British Loco Preservation 1969.
6/6d.
Southwold Railway (2 only) 9/More About W.H.R. (1 only) 13/BINDERS FOR "NARROW GAUGE"

ALL POST FREE.
* NGRS. publication.

Green, Gold lettering, 14/- post free.

NA~LROW GAUGEH Back numbers:- 38 (1 only), 39, 40, 42 (3 only) at 3/6d. each plus
postage.
Nos.43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48? 49, 51 at 4/6d. each plus
postage.
No~ 50 - Jubilee Issue - 7/- plus postage.
From: Barrie HcFarlane, Publication Sales, 55 Thornhill Avenue,
Pat.chan, Brighton, BN 1. 8RG.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------I~Ofil"J.ATION PLEASE
Rod Weo.ver, 4 Queen's Close, Kenilworth, vJarks:In 1958 or thereabouts a sub-21 gc.uge HcEwan Pratt petrol locomotive stood in
Mead Is scrapyard, Braintree Road, Chelmsford. . It was similar to liEGA&'rtA from
Woolwich Arsenal but a.lmos't certe.inly not this actual mach Lne ,
Can anyone identify
it more definitely?
In par-t.Lcul.ar , was it rod--coupled or chafri-coupl.ed? And has
anyone a photograph of it?
Pete Crossley, 8 Hunger Hills Drive, Horsforth, Leeds:Can any member tell us more c.bout the following:
Dewsbury/Batley, Yorks. course of 3 ft. gauge line to Chickenley Colliery,
exists in parts and terminates at a wharf in builders' yard of Sam. Armitage & Sons,
Bradford Road, Dewsbury, also close by in Saville Street some 3 ft. tramway track
still insitu in cobhl.es ,
Co.stlemartin Tank Range: 2 ft. 6 ins. line, noted in 1966 with nearly new
Wickhnm railcar uanned by 3 eno ..rmous members of West German kruy, complete with
steel helmets l
Any 11Gen11 chnps?

Editor.

FOR
THE
CALEND-1;.R:-

1J1iAS

1969-70

REVIEW

TALTI..LYN CALENDAR &

CHRISTMAS CARD

9.} J: 6!. 12 sheets, or cnge background and B & W _)rints showing many
phaae s of the oper-at.Lcn of the TR ~-rith SIR rtAYDN f'c.rt.ur ed prominently
Price 5/- o.nd well worth it tool

CL.:tD:- 6 x 4, colour painting by Vic Wolsh showing SIR EAYDN on a heavy "up"
train in the snow, a most beautiful production - price 15/- per dozen.
Both can be obtained from T:1.J R.'.",ilway She J1 T:-lyllyn R=,ilway, 'I'ovyn ,
Horioneth.
(Eo.i tor)

BRITISH NARROW GAUGE PASSENGER
GAUGE

lft.ll;!11•

The JOO,OOOth passenger journey of the 1969 season was booked on Saturday,
llth October. This represents anL:8% increase over the corresponding total for the
previous yef:..r. At 16th August the increase was only 9, 700 but. since then .has increused to 22,700, so that after running neck and neck with the 1968 figures, a
sudden surge at the end of August accounts for a major portion of the gt'.in. This
has been achieved in spite of the numerous locomotive difficulttes recorded in'11GN61,
but fortunately when the traffic really boomed at the end of thesenson the locomotives behaved themselves fairly well. 'Blanche' has9,000 ~iles to its credit this
year, twice as much as was done in a year only two seasons·ago.
Coach No 16 re-entered service on JOth August, its bodywork mounted temporarily
on spare N.W.N.G. bogies. The last true F.R. bogie caach to be put back into
servmce, its restoration has be0n largely the dedic~ted work of cne nan, h~stened
in the enG by permanent staff who have t~ken care to ensure that his high standards
have not been lowered. The first-class accomodation o.nd especially the unique coupe
compc.rtment, has been rostored with the aim of setting an entirely new standard in
rolling stock preservation.
At Minffordd an 0xte nsive programme of r0laying and large improvements has been
started in connection with the convorsion·or the large slate sheds (until recently
occupied by Davies Bros.) for carriage storage. The major par-t of this winters
permanent way programme will be concc::ntratcd on the Hinffordd to Penrhyn section. The
fuJil length of Gwyndy Bank and thecutting above is to be relaid, mainly with the
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75 lbs/yd fl2.t bottom rail from Barry, long welded on the straights. In the same area,
th~ council are widening the road under Naza~eth.Ch~?el bridge, and in conjunction with
this the F.R. 2.re putting in a new deck to replace the present slate slabs. Towards
the end of the winter the top end of Ddunllt StRtion is to be realigned to put the top
end of the main line and. the loop onto the deviation 0mbcmkment; this will permit the
laying of semi-permanent track on the spiral, which in turn will facilitate the completion of Rhoslyn Bridge.
Agreement has been reached betwe~n the six narrow gauge railway operators in
North Wales and the Welsh Tourist Boe.rd on publicity c..rrangmnents, the operators all
being of the opinion that they are complementary to, rather than competitive with one
another as far as trnSfic is concerned, and that jotnt publicity could, with care, be
more effective but less expensive than individual camps.i.gns , The Welsh Tourist Board
will produce a pamphlet, on s im l.l.ar lines to one they did a few years a jc , on the theme
1The
Great Little Trains of Wales} and t.hc Lnddv.idua.l operators would ext.end this by
advertising themselves as 'One of the Great Little Traj_ns of Wales'.
The point raisc,d by Hr. R. Haund in N"GN 61 cbout Festiniog Rnilway Compcny not
being one of the 75 railway companies listed as being par t.Le s to the 1891 Ro.ilway
Letter o.groement is also mentioned in the cur-r-crrt Fc st.Ln i.og Rei.Lway H .. ,:'.azine. Whilst
the company is not listed in the schedule appended to the 11.trecmcnt, 1:. signed copy of
the Agreement :is !._n the Company's archives. Thero is evidence in the archives that
railway letters we:ce carried as early as 1877, and as Hr. i.aund states they were
cert~inly carried in the thirties.
The vl~ite Rose Group of the F.R. Society has obtained a 70 horsepower 0-4-0 diesel
locomotive from N.C.B. Shaw Cross Colliery, Dewsbury and it bad been delivered to the
F .R. by 9/69. It is a f'Lameproof underground Lcco , by Hunslet, equipped with a
headows engine and f'our speed gearbox and is capable of speeds up to 15 m.p.h. It will
be rebuilt to make it su i t.abl.e for FR service. So far the meker s number has not been
established.
The new FairlL boilers have been completed. by the Hunslet Eng. Co. and are
reported to have beeh c,elivorr)d to Boston Lodge for fitting to the locomotives.
(Roy CuILningham/FRS. Pete Crosf>ley)
ISLE

••

OF HJ\.N RAILWAY

GAUGE 3 ft.

Oper at.Ion ceased for the season on 13 Sept.ember- al though certain t.ru ins re.n the
following week to c Lear car-r iages from Port Erin and to shunt as many carriages under
cover as possible, Carriages Fl, F6, F7, Fll, F22, F37 were taken to St. Johns and
stored in the open - it is unlikely that they wi:Ll be used again. F65, F68, F71, F73,
F74 were taken to St Johns and stored in tho Car~iage Shed there, now in a very poor
condition and partly roofless. Better news is that certe.in carriages were taken into
the works for attention during the winter: The:,se were Fl7, Fl8, F29, F32, F40, F41,
F43, F45.
On one of the last dc1ys of operution the 10.15 froH Douglas was $0 riinutes late
leaving Douglas because of lack of steam and passed t.ho train from Pt Erin at Pt
Soderick. The return workings passed at Colby and it is believed that this is the first
time trains have passed at this :;ilace since 1965.
Work is going ahead to re-boiler No 13 KISS.i~CK in view of the fact that both No 5
hONA and No 8 FENELLA are in poor condition. No 12 HUTCtIINSC:{ saw some use during the
season, for example fror:i 25/8 to 27/8 when No 4 IOCH was out of service.
The following l~cos have been stored in the carriage shed at Douglas:- 1,3,5,6,
7 (frames only), 8, 9, 14, 15 (t,:AR 4), 16 and most of No. 13 which is being reboilered.
In the works:- No. 10 Loco Shod, 12-11 o.nd railco.rs 19 & 20.
On 19.9 No. 4 was at Port Erin shed and No. 11 was s. unting carriages at Douglas, in the
upholstery shop were the long dismantled remains (frc.rnes) of No. 2 •
The ex C.D.R re.ilcD.rs cicm1t appear to do much work as apparently under the terms of
the new lease they can only be used for special workings and cases of emergency.
The 11Foxdale coach11, converted into a blue & cream livered co.raping coach complete
with washing and cooking facilities, may be used as a protype for further conversions if
the company c2n persuade the Government to change the law which bans caravans and railway camp coaches from the Island, several unservicable carriages could be altered thereby
adding extra revenue.
(Chris White, l d.ke Kennard)
LP.JCOLNSHIRE COAST LT RAILWAY
GAUGE 2 ft.
The line nevar seems to look much different and is evidently carrying on much as it
always has done. However, the local bus service has been extended to the holiday camps
which were an important source of traffic and unfortunately the railway has suffered.
During 1969 there have been some cho.nges to the rolling stock:- 4wD locos HR8622
and 8874 were acquin,d from Steel Breaking and Dismantling Co. Ltd, Chesterfield at the
end of 1968,while Smiths Crisps Ltd. d.is?osed of the last of their railway equipment at
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(c~on~tinued)
Lincolnshire Co§.'-st Lt Railway
Nocton, Line. in mid-1969 and theL.C.L.R. obtained 4wD loco ER 1935 and a munber of
Hudson bogie wagons. host of this stock is not inunedi::-:tely r-equ Lr ed , but it Wc'S a case
of seizing the opportunity when it occurred. The 4wD Ruston 168437, of class 27/33 hp,
which was hardly ever used, has been withdrawn and its engine sold.
In September 1968, MR 1935 was on a ballast tr,1in, MR 3996 was under repair,
hR 7481 was working the passenger train, i'1R 8622 and 8874 were stored in the shed noxt
to the station, RR 168437 was st~nding, dismantled outside in a siding, and the steam
loco, JURiiSS1C;''0.;.;6-0ST P 1008 was stored in the shod next to the station. No work has
be2n done on the ex-Sand Hutton coach although, according to the manager, it is in far
better condition than the ex-Ashover coaches when they arrived.
(Andrew Wilson 9/69)
RAVENGLASS &

ESKDAL:S

RAILWAY

GAUGE ZJt.

Passenger returns were not eva i.Labl,e at "Pross Dat.e" but the line reckons that the
figures should show a small increase on last year.
There were alr.10st no locomotive failures during the season quite a credit to the
fitters and nl though small jobs were rectified at odd times the "Br-eakdcwn Gang" had
only two incidents to deal with. The Passenger Tr2.ctor shed a drive chain at Easter
and RIVER ESK broke an uccontric rod during the same month.
Three 20 sorrt open coaches were pl accd. in service during the season to replace
threG 16 seat opens taken out of trt ffic c'ue to general decay e tc , , one been damaged in
2. derailment.
The old ser ts were re-used and ar c mounted on new frames of )itch pine
and set on new bogies, the fre.me t.iraber s came from the old cng.i.n.: house at Murthwaite,
now demolished. Several improv8ments in design have been incornorated in the new opens,
heads tocks of channe L steel, and the grG:,se points for the bo.'.5ie centres and pads are
now above floor level so that lubrication can t.ake place without hav i.ng to lift the body
from the bogies, 6il r8servoirs for th0 [c.xleboxes are also orovidcd above floor level.
These coaches have h~d the road numbers burned into the fr~mes and are 169, 269 & 369
or the first, second, & third coaches built in 1969.
.
SHELAGH OF ESKDALE has had a generally sat.Lsf'ac tor-y first season, a few
11troublesil
such as the ovarhcat.Ing of the hydraulic fluid have been encountered but
these are being rGctified as t.hey occur. · ·
On ,3,0/$/f/),.__R,9YAL ANCHOR & SHELAGH OF .EShD1.U.E worked an evening train (the
7 .45 ex Ravengl.ass ) consisting of 3 Jaywicks, and 5 il&E&Crcw saloons, - tt_ie modern
image? SHELAGH and the :t~.B&C sa.Locns were left 'behfnd at, Eskda.Le Green and st.ab'l ed
overnight to work a special from the Outward Bound School at 7a.m. next day.
During September much of the almost aerelict Murthwuite Crusher was carefully dismantled as th~ timb0r was required for re-use and som3 of the large snars removed should.
provide frames for a further 3, twenty sent open coaches.
At the begining of October a start was made on excavations for the foundations of
a 11Diesel Shed11 at Ravenglass, which is to be erected in the loco yard near the water
tower, and during the winter th~ Pi&.ER hope to complete the following programme of works.
LOCOS:- In A.ddition to normal m::cintcnance, RIVER ESK is to be re-tubed and funds
permitting RIVER IRT may get a new, b.id.Ly needed, tender. It is understood
tho.t RIVER IRT may be modified and receive a 11narrow gauge outline" by being
fitted with a larger cab, taller chimney and a bigger dome, but whether this
comes to pass this winter depends on the a~ailability of money, stE'..ff and time.
COllCHES:- If funds are avaa.LahLe some more 20 seat opens will be constructed at
R2.venglnss.
No major relaying, but the track around Fishcrground Corner is to be relaid
with new rail on Jarrah sleepers, a further 500 sleepers, ready cut to size
are en route from Australia.
CIVIL ENG.:- All.being well Dalego.rth platform will be rc--built, being replaced by a
lower concrete/tarmac platform set noarer the trnck. Ultimately but probably
not this winter an Lal.and plntform is also to be provided •.
Holling How Bridge is to be renewed, the new deck being lower and skewed to
provide better conditions for vehicles crossing to and from Holling How Farm.
The R&.ER, mindful of how it can rein in West Cumberland, are seeking suitable
ex BR Cast Iron & glass platform awnings and pillars in order to cover at least
a part of one platform at each termini, and would like to hear of any "going"
within reosonable distGnce of Ravenglass.
(Rl:.ER News. Brian Kilner. P. Van Zeller
and Pete Nicholson)
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RAhSEY PIER TRd·Mb.Y2 RANSEY r.o.x.
GAUGB 31 611't
On 19/9/69 all rolling stock, comprising one coach, one covered luggage trailer,
7 four wheoI flat wagons, 4WP ,FH 2027 of 1937 and Wickh~·-m 4WD r.::ilcnr 5763/50 were
tathered around the landward end of tho pie~ awaiting trade. Loco and Railcar are dark
:r:-ed, coach and r2.ilcar have silver painted shutters at sidos. Trailer is green,
wagons - grey.
(Miko Kennard)
TALYLLYN RAILWAY

311

GAUGE 21

Congratulations froo· 11NGN11 to hr. Edward Thomas, the last pre-Society T.R.hanager
.who acheived the fine age of 90 years on June 25th nnd received a letter of congratiilation from the present compa.~y.
-~
The big Bar cLay steo.m loco No. 2263 and TR 7 has become known to all on the line as
IRISH PETE and 11NGN11 ventures to say why not name the loco so, after all it's a most
fitting namel
On 25/10 the locos were dispersed in various sheds, with the loco shed being
occupied with a rake of skips, as work was in }rogress in the extension of the shed.
In the workshop No. 1 TALYLLYN wns Gxtensiv0ly stripped and almost only the bare
frame was there having a heavy overhaul and ~odific~tions done on it.
The first of the 11new11 diosols to enter service will ce.rry the ne.me hSRSEYSIDER
at the r cques t of a TRPS member who made the company a subst .nt.Lal, gift towards the
purchese price.
·
On t.ho t.rack, relaying is taking place on the mainline through Pendr e yard and
sometime during the winter the original ~uarry Siding is to be reconnected to the newly
inst~lled loop line. A quantity of channel point rodding, cr~nks, lever frames etc. of
modern design have been obt.sd.ned from High MarnhP..rn, Power Station, Notts. and the
material was d.i.smant.Lod and Loaded by a spcc i.a.l working party on lst/2nd November.
(T. R. News.
VALE

OF

RI-IEIDOL

Andrew Wilson)
GAFG-E 1

RAILWAY

1

11-&11

Total number of tickets sold this ye2.r 52,000 plus, the 50,000 po.sscnger being
booked en 11/9/69. The passenger, a hrs. K. Sherlock of He.nts. roceiving a free ticket.
Next year B.R. Pere to issuo tnaffic figures as "pasaenger j our-noya'! , like the other
Welsh linos, under this system this years' total would ho.ve read 95,459 • .According to
:tvir. Frcnk Young, Divisional Nanager, Stoke, the V of R is now regarded as 11an excellent11
commercial proposition, and reports indicate that BR ~re ccnsidering re-instating the
pnssing loops for next season nnd are giving serious study to the ;iossibility of
operating the line as two block sections. Lets hope BR say yesl
(}•like Swift, Nike Bent.Ley & Roger Jacks6n)
WELSEPOOL & LLL:,TFAIR LT.

RAILWLY

GAUGE 21 6H

Lets sto..rt with some corrections to last issue:- Fowler d i.o so.l w.--:.s light green
under the cement dust and was painted in r ed oxide at Ll.anf'sLr , ac t.ua.L date of arr ival.
of loco at Llo.nfair was Sat.urday 9th August. The newcomer will be W & L 11911
All~m Barnes writes:I am nfr~id the comment on the cost of tho Fowler compn.red with Hono.rch
gives a completely erroneous impression. As Bowsters wished to sec 1ionnrch
preserved it w2.s virtually given away and ho.c we have had to pay even scrap
prices it would have cost considerably more illian the Fowler.
The combinaiticn car is not being fitted witfu air brakes. At present Davies &
Metcalf arc undcrtnking a study of our bro.king problems and we hnve not yet received
their report. Hy guess is that the stock will eventually be fitted with vacuum brakes.
Both the old coaches hcve now gone.

The new sleeping car crrived on 3/10/69.
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Now to news,
Final pa s s.enge.r figures were expected to exceed 32,000, an
increase of 20% on last season and at Autumn BRnkHoliday some 2025 passenger journeys
were booked with five trains on Sunde.y and Hcnday - both THE ZARL and THE COUNTESS
were in steam.
LOCOHOTIVE NEWS:- 'I'ho tiny RUSTON, filVEH was d'i smant.Lodduring tho summer and is to
be fitted
with a reconditioned
engine.
The new Fowl8r diesGl, No. 9 hns hnd attention
to its springs to increase track clearance.
Tha Austrian loco wh i.ch the W & L would like to purchase is Steiermarkische
Landesbahnen 699.01, a Fr-anco-Be Lge (No,2855/44), 0-8-0T prc sorrt.Iy in store at the
StmLBworks at Weiz. Built for the Wehrm2.rcht it was later used on the SalzkrunmergutLokal bahn before being bought by its present owners in 1955. The loco is in very good
~ondition being out of service because of its limited (below 25 mph) speed capacity and
would neod little
attention
if purchQsed, the cost is likely to be about £1,000.
In
view of the 'take over' of pc.rt of the Bowater line by the L.C.G.B., the 'W & L may not
now proceed with their ple.ns to accqu i re further Bowater locos as it is thought the
best locos will be retained at Eittingbourne.
According to "Ll.anf'af.r Ra:i.~_w· y JournoL'' another
to come to the line frcrn a gas ·,JOrks, it is rc)orted
gift to the company,

Sentinel loco, s im i.Lar to NUTTY is
to be in a good order and to be a

The approach made to the l;J i, L r-cgard.ing the st.crcge of an imported loco (NGN 61),
is r epor-tod to have come from 11Ste,mtown U.3.J:,.. 11 and concerns one loco and coach from
the San Felieu-Gerona l:l.n0 in Spnin, both would be stored for a time whilst en route to
the u.s.;:i,
C &. W DEP1'.. ~-·
The C&U vr.gons have been st.cr.m cleaned uudc rner.t.h anc: No.249, the
4 whocl er has had its ends removed and is used es a r c i.L bolster •
.Q.IYIL EI-JG.:- A new plan for Ll211f9.ir Caere i.ru.on St.at i on , recent.Ly .n.bl Lshod shows a
siding nnd bc.y pl.:tform where the old S/G coc.ch bodies were and the new 1sleoping coach'
sited in the pr csorrt coc L yard , c. new stc.tion building with an ont.rance direct from the
ma l.n rovd is r,lso shown.
Finally,
guess who.t; - welshpool w:nts the Wl'.:L back! An 8.lt2rnativo ple.n for the
v.Telshpool By-Pass has been put forwa.rd Li.nkcd with prcpose.l s to develop t.hc town Is
ch vr act.er , The railwcy it seems could, under these proocs :ls re-enter the town and
termino.te nt n smo.11st .tbn in the car pa.rk, no d0finite d::i..ta is yet to hc.nd but all
enthusiasts
should keep their fingors crossed!
(Allr.n Barnes, R. Beaumont, R. W. Read,)
)
(Bri"n GitchlGy, Rod We2.ver&
)
(Ll.anf'a i.r R;·.ilwe.yJournal No. 34.

hINIATURE&

PLEASURE LINE N~JS

Conpd.Lcd by Peto Nicholson (don Records Of'I'Lcer-Ld.ni.at.ur os )
17 Crossl::nds Roud, West Ewc:,ll, Epsofo, Surrey.
r,,iEJL.TUR:S LINES
NOTES
hr.

A. Bourner

(Dcc1c3.)
(NGi\J 60/8)
fill the equipment on this 1, 80C yard line wo.s sold by auction on 18th Sept. for
£3,250 - it cost £20,0GO to instnll.
The ln.ttcr price of course includes a gr-eu t
den.L of onr-th works. The t rack h..s subsequently be..n liftod and tr nsf erred to
Ian 11.112.n Is r -,, il wny et Lyne nr , Chertsey, Surrey, as have t.hc two locos
pr csunabl.y ,

Lo.kc Conistc·n (NGJ 58/7)
This 7,t'1 r~.ilw::i.yis in f, et a _Jriv;..te line be.l ongl ng to a ltr , J. W. B. Hoxt of
Ho.Lyvct.h
, Coniston - definitely
not e. hotel!
Lr. Hcxt rt.qc i.r cs intended visitors
to g ive scvo rc.I we .. ks "irior notice.
Knovn no t.ivc oovcr is o. BitITi~l'l'JL.and a freeLinco steam loco.
He.stings h. R. (NGN 58/7)
Thu Sheppertcn built d.i.csc.l had not been put into service by July as it
required Q suitable reversing geerbox to bo o.cquircd and fitted.

still

Droc.mlnndU. R. hnr2"c.te (NGi'J 57/7)
BILLIE was d.i smarrt.Lodduring the summer for boiler repairs or re)lacement,
indicc..ting the rumours concerning its rC;pl,1cGmcntby an i/c may be unfounded.
(continued)
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Stec·.m Ago & Hechnnico.l Antiques.
B.ec0iving slightly luss publ.Le i.ty t.han 'Flying Scotsman I is the 7{11 4-4-0 which is
nlso at present touring tho U.S.A. - on boo.rd tho train he.uled by the fo~er.
It
is being ci spl.nycd by Steo..m Ago ano was built recently by Bnsset-Lowke, being a
model of a New York & Huc:lson River Rail Roo.d loco in 02..rk blue and red liyery.
So.ltburn Hiniature Rly.
Loco PRINCE OF vLLES und st.ock have boen· repainted in green livery.
o-o-o-o-o-0-0-0-o
o-o-0-0-0-o-o
0-0-0-0-0
0-0-0
OOO
'\:'

HAIN NEWS
HUNT BROS. (OLDBURY) LTD. 2 GRIF::'IN FOU:\TDRY,
GAUGES 1511&'.f'}"
WEST BROhWICE STR:.ET2 OLDBURY, WORC§..
(i'-TGN 57 /8)
A visit to this works r~vealod thc.t it is not at prosent possible to seo the ex·
Sutton Park Railway locos. They ar-o not only in a Locked room and covered over but aro
obscured by scver-o.L tons of equt omont., Tho ouncr , Mr. T. G. Hunt, has not seen them
himself for over three yonrsl He stated tho.t thero arc three steam locos o.nd·the railcar , Two of the steam locos ar-c SUT'I'OIIJ BELLE and SUT'I'ON FLYER, 4-4-2s as previously
reported. Tho third is prosUE1cd to be an early Bassett-Lowkc 4-4-2.
In add.i t.Lcn to these, three %-" gauge locos were found n a sno.11 store-room.
These woro as follows: 2015 a .4-4-0 N. Z. R. loco cn.rryine; a miniature '?12,to I Built
Gat.e shaad works 18991;
1011 o. North British Rad.Lway 0-4-0 t cndcr loco and No. 1 a
Stirling single built by George Woodcock.
(Doug Semmens 10/69)
HR. H. hcLELLLN 2

BURLErGTON ROli.D..2__.l~SHTON-U:@ER-LYN:::.:;,

GAUGE

LA~WS.

lof II

Yet another historic minio.turo Loco has come to light. This time it is the fr..mous
0-4-4T 'NIPPER' built in 1903 by George Flooks of Le8.vesdon Road, W:,tford using Greenly1s
design. It wa.s run initially on a line o.t Bricket Wood hut wc.s sold in 1905 to
Mini, .ture Rai.Lvays (Great Britain) Ltd • and be Lng used by them at vc r i.ous loco.tions until
being last noted at the Wembley Exhibition in 1925.
Its true identity was not realised when. it w:-.s first o.cquire:d by Hr. NcLollnn a few
years ago. It had been rebuilt Gnd was carrying Southern green livery with the n1Lmber
867 on the t,mk side. A previous livery, discovered when r emov ing the pa.irrt , was
maro.:n lettered E.W.S. It hc.s now been restored in green livery and is externally
s:i..milcr to its original condition.
(.Sydney Lo.l cux & Rod Wc;.wer 9/69)
" . . UGi:;, 91.11
L:ii:YS PLKSURE
GROUNDS, TJE iffHATURE RAILWAY CO. LTD.,
\..!l.!..
2
1L..TLOGl\. 2 DERBYS.
(NGN 47 /5 ,L:.9/5 & 50/7)
This railway has bed e. very complLcat.ed and chequer ed history hnving changed.
ownership on several occasions as well ~sits loco.tion. It was OJened in the Derwent
Pleasure Gardens in 1947. It is now in the h~nds of the original operatcp ago.in,
hr. Swain, under the imJosing title 'The Hinio.ture Rnilway Co. Ltd.1
Three 4-6-2 locos
were built in the year s 1947-1949 by Stan B1.• TTESON' of IlMeston, Derbys. The 1947 built
loco, which was mentioned in NGN' 47 as being for sale has in fo.ct now gone to the U.S.A.
The 1948 loco is o.t Hr. Swain's privcte residence~ Lows Farm Alters Lrme off the B6024 o.t
Riber. It is completely dismantled and is in maroon ligery but with a green tender. The
1949 loco is thG working one at present anC:: is in apple green livery. Rolling stock
consists of a couple of sit-astride coaches ~,nd one open bogi o coach in blue and crerun
livery.
(Like Tye & Pete Nicholson S/69)

HJ.;.LL

LJ

,.. NATIONAL TRUST DIDUS'I'Rlil, RhILW.AY HtJSEill·I PHJ."'l'Ri·IYN CASTLE, A55,
LLi1.NDEGAI Nr. B:JWCR2 CANARVZRNS.

Gc..uges

%11

&

7-l;-"

The 9t11 go.uge L.N.W.R. Webb compound 4-4-0 '1957 ORION', Built by G. R. S. D.1rroch
o..t Crewe Works in 1909, is undergoing overheul in the rauseums workshops. It is being
, ., r~stored to full working order and it is proposed to r ui it occc.s Lonn.l.Ly , maki.ng a very
interesting attraction.
Another historic miniature lcco is on display in iJ. glass c.:1.se. This is a 7i"
Cambrian Rr.i.Lways 4-L~-O No. 98 built by t.he Crmbr i.an R ilw.•.ys I Oswestry Works in 1907.
(Rod ~Je v »: 9/69)
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HILTON VALLEY RAILWAY, WORFIELD Nr BRIDGNORTH, SALOP.
(The Narrow Gauge No 45)

Deceraber, 1969
Gauge 7~'

The last day of the operc.t.Ing season found all steam locos in steam including a
couple of suror tso additions to the stud. Hilton Vnlloy No , 7 is a 2-6-2 of Great
Western chnro.cter with a Grec..t Bear type 8-wh0el bogie tender. This loco was built by
H.A. Glaze of 32 Pear Tree Lane, Wednesfield, Staffs in 1968. Hr Glaze is at present
building a Black 5 for lfr Creed, a g.:•.rage owner at Lal.verri, and who also has the ex
Lowestoft i. R. 1ot11 Black 5 built by Guest in 1950.
The other newcomer to the line wc.s a 4-6-2, with tro.iling whe .Ls removed making
it a 4-6-0. It is 5065 1Alberta1 built and owned by Lr. C. Cartwright of 58 Charlemont
Road, Walsall, and which has been advertised for sc.le recently. Hr. Cartwright has a
4-whee:l bo.ttery loco at his home where he is building cm 0-4-0DE based on the Festiniog's
1PRDJCE1
(Doug Semnens 10/69)
LABLETEORPE lViPUATURE R.ULWAY 7 ~;UEENS PiiilK, M.ABLET:-10RPE2 LDJCS.

Gauge 1of•)

Not to be confused with the famous 7i" g2uge steo.m O)ero.ted line, long since gone,
this is a new line believed to have opened this su.nE1er (also long since gone!).
However the equipment has alrendy be~n advertised for sGle, the operator expressing a
wish to acquire 7i" equipment including a steam loco.
The present line has two locos, a bo.ttery electric and an almost unused "Dd e se.L'",
'The Dragon1 which is powered by a 3 H.P. Briggs L Stratton petrol engine. There are
three open bogie coaches each capabl,e of car-ry i.ng five hal.f'-Tnr e passengers. The line
which consists of Tri-ang trcck is n continuous circuit.
(Andrew Wilson 9/69)
LITTLE WESTERN RAILWAY, i\JEW(.,JUl-i.Y 2 CORlTuJALL.
Gauge 7f')
Another 7i" sauge public rnilway re:quiring further invcstign.tion. Lctive power
comprises two stonm and two diesel locos. Rolling stock is of the sit-astride type
and the tro.ck-work is thought to be a-lnyout rather than a straight U.J and down line.
(John horley &. Stem Robinson 10/69
Further Ein. o.cknowledgements to:-

Rev. E.R. Boston, K. Brodrick, H. Jacob, P.H.M. Jacot
S. Leleux, J. Lorley, R.P. horris, L Parsons,
C. Pealling, A.D. Senmens , R. Shephcr d , N. Tye,
R. Weaver, A.J. Wilson & Bric.n Kilner.

N/G PLEhSURE L IlJE NEWS
ER. EELVYN PEILLIPS. GLYHCEIRIOG. DE':~j!IGESEIRE

Gauge 2ft

GRID REF. SJ206378. (NGr·J60/lO)
Hr. Phillips, who trndes as fanos Phillips and Co, Building Contractor, General
Woodworker and Undertaker, has e. field opposite bis yar'd with a few ccravans in it, a
k i.dcLes swing, a stable compl.et.e with horse, and a 2ft gauge point to point rc:ilwny.
Two 4wD locos from Oakeley Slo.te ls!uo.rries, Blne~rcu Ffcstiniog (NGN 56/16) - RH 182137
on track, complete and repainted green - and. fill 177598 off track, dd smant.Led, pre sumabl.y
for repair. About five trucks including n _peculiar thing on the chassis of an FR wooden
slate truck. Also o. man r Lder f'r-on the Oakal ey Office-to-Tips incline, with seat.s c.t
an appropriate angle to the floor. The line is beside the River Ceiriog, just by the
bridge at the Chirk end of Glyn.
(Vic Bradley 10/69)

ilEWS FROL BROCULb.11
LOCOS & ROLLING STOCK:Polar Benr's new firebox has now be n delivered and it is
ho~ed to start fitting it to the boiler socn o.s the descaling of the boiler is almost
completed. The new smokebox ho.s c.lr.1ost bc...;n fitted out conpletely, with only the final
lining up of the chimney, and fixing of it and the blower ring to do. A new f'abr i.cat.ed
ran.in steam pipe ho.s had to be mc:.nufnctured to replace the original cast o.ffo.ir which
had a.LL three of its flanges br.dly damaged,
TOW::JSE]D HOOK ho.s been receiving r..ttention to its snokebox where several wc..sted plates
are being replaced.

December 1969
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The spare parts
are in storage until

for PETERhave now arrived f'r om the Lines Coast Light Reilw:::y and
work recornmences af't.er the completion of POLAR BEAR.

LOi'JTY is finished,
having been varrri shed racently,
condition it is now alnost too good to be used!

the trouble

is that

in its

fine

Roger Thornton continues.to
m::tke gocd progress on the Fo.uld coc..ch and suitnble
gear ing has now been acquired in order to convert the brakes from ext.ernnI · to internal
oper-at.Lon from a vertical
screw shaft.
CIVIL E:-TG:-

During the summer o. determined effort was made at killing
weeds around the
the 3-w2.y "Sca.Ldwo.l L II point was cleared of weeds and had its
•... sleepers trimied to length, levers and operating gear have now been fitted.
The permanent
t.r ack over the embankment.to the site of the old brick arch has been Leve.l.Led and packed
and a start has been made on the product.Lon of joggled fishplates
for connecting the 60lb
:. "" point rails to the 35lb rnil used elsewhere.
·
(Br ockham News. D.S. Billmore)
museum and a.Long t:--.e track,

BOWATEHS LT RAIL\'[i,Y PRQJECT

Gauge 2ft 6ins

On October 4th, r, ceremony was held outside the Socinl Centro at Kenal.ey works,
daring which the cporc,tion of the Sittingbournc-LeE1sley
Section vr.s t.runsf'er-r ed tJ the
Locomotive Club of Gr ee.t Brd ta ln, ifr. Tom Wilding represented the Conpany end his speech
was followed by a speecn made by r':r. Rogers, President of the LCGB who- t.hanked .the
management of Bovnt.cr s for their splendid gesture, and the staff for all their help.
During the norru.ng L.C.G.B. members were t.cken by a series of spec i.al. trains from
Sittingbourne
to Kems.l ey , vio, Ri.dhamDock, the following locos being in s t.ean, TRIUNPE.
iiELIOR. PREHIER(Sen J B Lat.horn item).
SUPERB and CO'•TG.;Ul~ROR were in stec.rn and in
normal service 2.t Ri.dham des)ite the irnninent closure.
The locos being retnined

on the liner.re:-

PlilllIER, 0-4-2T

(KS 886/1905).

MELIOR

(KS 4219/1924).
(1:JB 21:,72/1932)•
· ..:. 4WD (HE 4182)
(WB 2624/1940) •

JU,F:i-IA

SUPERB

ll

0-6-2T
II

TRllfriPI-I.0-6-2'1' (WB 2511/34)
Ul'Hti;IJE. 2-L,-OF (1,rn 2216/23)

According to Nr. J.B.. Lathum, the following
LEADER
0-4-2T
SUPERIOR Q-6-2T
CONQUEROR 0-6-2'1'

(I:s

locos a.re for disposal:-

926/1905)

(KS 4034/1920)

(WB 2192/1922 )

The last two o.re too heavy for the viaduct which forns o. l2rge portion of the
preservntion
section and it is r-epor t.ed that Ilr , W. Lc.t,lpine is interested
in t.hem ,
together with 1,Ir. J. I3. Lat.ham for use on o. projected paasenger carrying line.
The Welsh
Highland Light Rnilwo..y1964 Ltd have put out an appeal, for f'unds with which to purchase
the locos, it will be most ir;tteresting to see what tro.nspircs.
(Pote Lermey , Andrew Wilson.
BBLFAST TR..'.J.NSPORT hVSEUH
••.

(tJG~if 52)

mm)

G~:cu2:0s-Vc,rious

The B.T.h was plc.ced under the control of the Ulster Folk Huseun, Cultrn during
July and the pl.anned move from With.JJ,1 Street,
Belfnst into new prerd scs d.djoining the
Folk Husoun will t.nko pl.ace in 1972. 'I'he cost, cncunt ing to £250000, is to be borne by
the Northern Ireland Jovcrnmento A 3ft gouge line for the Por t s t ewart s tenn tr,S.1:1 engine
is to be le.id in the grounds, nnd passengers will ride in preserved ex.Giant's
Causewo.y
tr::ciler cnrso
(Andrew Wilson)
IRON HORSE PRESERVATION SOCIETY(Scq first

iterll

Grmge 2ft

The name of the I.1:.P.S. was changed to the Leighton Buzzard N.:::.rrow Gauge Rai.Lway
Society at the I.H.P .s Annual, Generel Eeeting on 20th Sept.embcr , The name I Iron Horse
R.::i.ilrondI wr.s al.so discontinued f'r-om this dat.o in order to drop the M:1ericnn image.
The objects of the L.B.H.G.R.S. shall be the running of a narrow g.::.uge railway
service along the permanent way of the Lo.i.ght.on Buzaard Light Ro.ihmy Co. Lt.d, ,
together with the acquisition
and r e at.orr.t.Lon, ma.lrrtcncnce and improvcnent of Lcccmo't ives
rolling stock, parmanarrt way and works, and all other mat.t.ers associated with the

Jumber Sixty-two

rnihmy.
On 9th August , 1Tho Doll 1, (LB 1641/19) 0-6-0T arrived at Leighton Buzaerd hav i.ng
been brought by road I'r ou Br-oss Ingham St.can Locomct.Lve l.useum , Nor f'o.Ilt , This loco. has
been bought by one of the society's
menbc r s and will be on permanent. loan, as ar o the
two other st.ean locomotives, De 1,iinton vor-t.ic al, boilerod 0-4-0 'Chaloner' and Kerr Stuart 0-4-0ST 'Pixie'.
running

of a light

The L.B.:~.G.R.S. hope to be able to opcrr.t.e 'The Doll' during the 1970 soc.son , but
prio:::Hy is being given this winter to work on track relaying and maintenance, and conch
build::n_g to eno.ble them to enter for an increase in visitors
during 1970.
The name nnd address

of the Hon. Secretary

of the society

is now:-

A.11. Stephens Esq., 44 South Appronchi> Hoar Pc.rki> Northwoodi> Liddlesex.
(R.W. 3end, L.B.1.G.R.S.
NR. J.B. Lii.TrIAf.L 11CHJ;.NNINGS"

2

Press

release)

KET'iLEWELL HILL. C;10I.:HAi'i RD.2._WOKEJG, S1.,TRREY (JGN 1/10)

Red face dept - the ex Bow:::.terloco here is Excelsior
(KS 1049/08) and not P1Cemie:r
( sorry chaps Eike Kennard so.id it was K{CELSIORbut I miste.kenly typed PREMIER- AJW) •
The Kerr Stuart has been st0nmed once at Woking but is rather large for the line
and if Er. Lat.ham and hr. Hcl.lpine Is proposed line is Lr.Ld EACELSIOR
would Bove there.
The other locos would, in any event remain at "Chcnn.lngs'",
(Andrew Wilson)
THE SCIENCEMUSEUM2 BUILE EILL PARK, PENDLET0~1J2 SALFORD 6
There is a dis)lo.y
and a battery-electric

Lanes.

of coal mining equipment herei> including

tubsi> o. haulage

enginei>

Locomot i.vo ,

Huseum hours are 10 o..r.1. to 5 p.m., Hon-Satnnd 2 to 5 p.m. on Sundays, April
Sept.erabe r with free adrai.ssLon, The H.R.O would like to have details
of the loco,
(Tro.nspc,rt huseum Register
(Nicholson 10/69)
rJELSH HIGHLA:ID LT.__RJ1IL'v.Ui.Y (1964) LTD.

to
please?

(Tr.::'.ns 't Twst) via Pete)
Gauge 2ft.

The WHR o.re 2.ppealing for £2,000 with which they hope to buy the two lnrge Bowater
locos reported to be for disposali> if successful they would convert the me.chines to 2ft
gauge.
If however negotiations
are unsuccessful
the noney donat.ed will be used for rn i.L,
sleepers or will be added to the "Russell Fund". Dc,ners o.re being 2.sked to state if they
have any objections to this plan or if they would prefer a refund if negotiations
with
Bow:cters fail.
boiler

The contract for the new boiler for RUSSELLwas made with Hunslet' s on 10/1/69,
to be ready for 10/11/69 and c.t present the boiler is under construction.

the

According to "Russell Re s't.orut.Lon Fund Information Sheet J" i> ar-rangoment.s had been
made to transfer
RUSSELL to Eunslet on or shortly after 3/11/69.
It actuc,.lly arrived
ct H.E. on L/11/69.
(W.H.ll.. David Broom,
R.R.F. and tdke Bentley)
THE I RE

EVElJ

Ii::iPOR'I'ING ENGI:{CS

FROH

SOUTH AFRICA NOW!
Two locos, unidentified
of 2ft gauge , a 1931 Bagna.l.l. and a 1935 Avonside hcve left
Crookes Eros, Renshaw Sugar 1·iill, Nat.a.l, Sough Africc.. bound for an anonymous collector
of II rare" st oara locos II in England.
They were de spat.ched aboard the "Sout.hampt.on Castle" on August 13th and ar e de s't i.ned g
"an English Stately Hone" according to the S.A. Press, who have made much of the affair no knowledge in U.K. Can some member throw light on the matter?
The port of nrrival is :::
Southo.rnpton.
(A.H. Croxt.on, Caoe'I'own , via R. Le i thead)
6/11
RUINSL: REriALJ Is
Glyn Valley Trn.mway, Chirk,

Denbighshire_.

(HGi1T 60/lOj

Gauge 2ft L.:~- ins .•

The Forestry Commission hc..ve moved cut of the GVT are.o. c.t Chirk and to.ken their
buildings· with then, leaving the GVT items as they found them. The long loco shed with
its pit, and the loo.ding b1:mk are most notE;worthy. The body of o. GVT van still
exists

~ .. ~..J.J
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L'inovor'ks , a couple of miles mmy.
(Vic Brudl.oy 10/69)
Gauge 3ft

. ,. SCHu'LL & SLIBBEREEN
RAILWAY

The former rcute of the 3ft gauge Schull Be Skr:;bereen Railway c::i.n in the mnin be
cleo.rly followed throughout its length between the two ternini.
Although the line was
closed in 1947 and the track was lifted
in 1955 c. nunber of the Ro.ilwny1 s buildings and
the Vi8.duct o.t Bo.l.Iydehob r oncf.n intact.
The stc.tion buildings at Bal.Iydehob and Schull
are now in use as privo.te residences.
The Viaduct appeQrs to be in sound condition and
~- looks as though it could stand for nany years.
·
The f'ormcr lay-out a t Sl:ibbereen is rather cJ.iPficul t to asce t2.in due to rleval.opment.s
":. since the closure of the line.
Of the s tnndard gauge Lnt.cr=change sto.tion the ma.i.n
pl a tf'orm and building together with the signal Lox r omrd n,
The Lat.t i.ce steel bridge which
co.rried the standard gauge r a i.Lvoy over the River Illen is still
into.et but looks most
:.--. odd now as c. new building has been constructed
imrnedi,.1tely across its southern end.
it

The harbour brunch a t Schull can be followed
is so: rewhat overgrown.

as it he s become u footpath

al thcugh

The most inter0sting
find was two coaches which I believe to be from the S. &: S.
RaLLvcy, They cr o lying in a field about hdf-vray between Bant ry and Glengarriff.
One
is an end pl at.f'orrn bogie sal.oon built by the Gloucester C2.rriaze & WagonComoany, the
other is a 4 wheeled vehicle with platform at one end only.
Detru.Led d.imcnsi cns wore
t.aken of the bcgie vehicle and a drnw.ing is in the cour sc of pr cpar-at.Lon, Detn.ils of the
bogies a.re not ava i.Labl.o to the writer and any Lnf'ormat.Lonvcul d be gratefully
received.
From phot.ogrnph.ic records there appear to be at Lcas t three different
typos of bogie
vehicles used on this ro.ilwn.y. In 2. photogrnph in Nar row Gauge Album two ciifferent types
of end »Latf'crm coaches arc shown st.and.ing on the Bal.Lydehob Viaduct in the early days,
and in a phot.ogruph in the Railway :Mc.gazineof hc.y 19L"O r. straight
ended coach is seen
on a train at the same Loc-rt i.cn, I suoul.d be interested
to he2.r if anyone cnn al.cbcrat.e
on the types and nwnbers of prcssenger rolling stock used during the history of the line.
(G.R. Thomson, JI+ St.armead Drive, Wokingham.
Berks RG11-2HX)~-
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Go.uge1 metre

The f'amed rack and adhos Lon line at Jenbach celebrated its 80th birthday on June 8th.
On 27.7.69 locos l&:3 ware noted in service.
(Ll.anf'a Ir- Rly Journal & Br Lnn Kilner)
ZILLERTALtAHN

Gc.uge?b ems

Loco No 1 R4TI~l~iD, 0-6-2T, (Krauss of Linz 4505/1900), withdrawn in 1967 is to be
on loan at the Provincic.l husema in Innsbruck.
On 27. 7 .69 only loco No 2,
0-6-2T (KofL 4506) was in service, nest. t.r-ains were worked by rn.i.Lcar s ,
d i.spl.ayod ,

(Llanfnir

P. 0. COR.i.1-IBZ~

Rly Journal

& Brian Kilner)

Gauge 1 Metre

""

.., On the wo ek=end of ;,ugust 30/31, the Continental Railwny Circle ran the first
of
two steam tours on the P. 0. C. system. The spcc Lc.L trc.in of two ox-Tvys de La Snrthe
bogie coaches and a brake f'r-omthe Rcseau Breton WCl.S haul.ed by Lc'..llet 0-4-4-0T No 101.
built by Bl.anc hisseruu
On the S:. . turday afternoon,
the spec LaL ran over the southern
par't of the syst.en, from Tulle to .Argcnb.t and back. This line winds thrc·ugh high hills
\,' but despite the grnd+ent.s , the loco kept up 8. good pace.
Between Forges and Arg:cntnt,
the line I'o.l.Lowsa river vr.LLey, at t.he s i., e of c. nc i,n roo.d.
An onr.ly start on the 3lst Sr.'..W the tr1:..in heeding ~.Jcrth out of Tulle towards So.i.Lhac,
where we turnod onto the Treiginac brc.nch. ':i:'llisle3.d up onto CL wcodod plateau, past
smD.11 villages
sh.lmmer.ingin the sumncr hcat , Returning to Scilhnc, we r o suned our
journey to Uz cche , the junct.i.cn for Paris.

December- 2 1969
1_4
A combination of good or-gand.zat.Lon, good voather and ··interesting scenery made this
an outstanding rail toure
The P.O.C. is schcdul.od for closure a.t the end of the mcnt.h , Despite this, ny
observ~tion of the system curing the weok previous to the tour showed th::.t the passenger
services (usunlly a single Billard aut.orn i.L, scnct.imes two coupled together). was well
usod , and freight trnffic was brisk. l,s well as t.he usuc.l d.i.c se.l=haul.ed pick-up freight
vans , there was a periodic non-stop 'I'ul.Le-Ar-gent.at, freight bringing cable drums to a
factory there.·
The Mallet No 101, t.he only sboam loco still used, had only made one outing on a
freight during the yec..r, but had boon used on a number of I spsc lal s'",

Number S'i.x.. rt;y:-Two

CHEhIN DE FER DU VIVi1R.AIS

(Peter Lemmey)
Gauge 1 Hetre

Preservation of the Tournon-Lamastrc section of the former Rescau du Vivarais got
under way, as planned, this summer. The C.F.V. (as the line is now known) has the
following stock ex C.F.D:Billo.rd ro.ilcars 213-214 (150hp) and 316 (lOOhp)
De Dion ro.ilbus 207
Railcar trnilers 3, 11, 22.
iiotor trolleys 1 and 2
Diesel tractors X and Y (X will be available only after lifting the DunieresLe-Cheylard-La Voul te section, which was to skrt on lst Se:Jt.)
0-6-6-0 .ballets 403 and 404 (SL!i 1492/02, 1493/03) Mallet 414 (SACM) is also
reserved for the C.F.V., but being stored at Dunieres, its transfer presents
sor..e problems.
4 bogie ccrridor coaches, 2 f'our-whoe.l compar tmerrt coaches, 1 s loon coach,
various vans, wagons, service vehicles, etc.
It is understood thc,t the SNCF have offered to the C .F. V. t·ldlot 0-4-4-0T No 101
(Ble.nc-Hisseron 337/06), 3 bogie coaches (ex Trc:.mways ce la Sartho), and a 4-wheel
luggage van, all from the PO-Correze.
The first movement of stock under the new management took place on Friday 13th (!!)
June, when railcar 214 was moved, under its.own pow8r, from Le Cheyl2.rd to Lamastre:
high grass caused constant slipping, and it took three hours to cover the first six
mi.Les,
Other stock followed later, until finally Eallet 401~ set off on 25th July,
hauling severf'.l wagons lo.:i.ded with equipment, n crane, and the De Dion railbus: this
proved too much for the locomotive on the overgrown track, and the train had to return
Le Cheylanrd, whence it was worked satisfactorily to Lanmstre the following day, in two
portions.
The first public train was run on 14th June, with a railcar, taking lhr 42 mins from
Tournon to Lamaat.r e r regular traffic begun on the 15th. The first s t eam tro.in was on
22nd June: however, this year st.cam has only beon used f.or certc.in s pec i.a.L workings, and
whenever there is reason (party bookings, etc) to expect 200 passengers or more, Thus
there were no steam trn.ins between Lz.t.h July and l 7tb August, but there were st.eam trains
every So.turdi:i.y in Soptember.
One difficulty has been the refusal of the SI1CF to allow the CFV access to Tournon
station, over the mixod-go.uge track from St-Jerm-de-huzols, exceµt on pc.yment of nn
excessively high toll. St-Jean has therefore been the terminus this year: there is no
turntnble here, while steam locos could be watered only f'r-cm a hose pipe attached to c.
tap in the former stationmastor1s house. ~s the house (like so0e others on the line) is
occupied by a former C.F.D. employee, there o.re no waiting-rooms or other facilities
available for passengers. Furthermore, there is no hope of re-establishing freight traffic
un..less the problem of access to Tournon can be solved, although scvernl businesses in
~
Lams't.r e , pur't.Lcul.ar.Iy a timber-r.:erchc.nt, arc said to be interested in r-csumpt.i on of
freight.
This summer Is tinetable consisted. of one journey in each direction on Thursdays, and P
two on Saturdays: on Sundays there wore throo trains from Tournon, but only two from
Lo..mctstre: two extras were timet2..bled from.Lamastre, however, as "When required". Journey
time is en hour each way; the f'are is 10 francs r0turn by r-a i.Lc ·r, 15 f'rr.nce by s t eam
(over one pound!); children up to 14 yea.rs (the normal. age for full f'ar e s in Er ance is
ten) tr~vel o.t reduced rc..tes.
(Bnsod on two articles in 11C.F. Regionnux11, fornerly 11C.F.Secondnires11)
Keith Stretch
RESEAU DE L.i-. SOl-:}iE (worked by C~F.T.A.)
hetre-go.uge
The Noyellos-le Crotoy lino is to be closed with effect from lst J~nu~ry. The
decision WGS brought about by tho necessity of r,:co~structjng ~ bridge over o.. newlydrcdged and wic.ened river charme.l t the Council of the Dcoc..rtement [:t first voted 13 to 9

Number Sixty-Two
in f'nvour

15

of ret,ining

the

Lane,

Decei:iber 19<-6;;..9,,__ __

came to voting the 130,000 f'r-cncs necessary
prev,,iled,
nnd eventually closure wcs decided

but when it

for the engineering works, second thoughts
with only throe votes :i.g~.inst.

(rt C.::?. Reg i.onc.ux'")
11.eith Stretch
ITALY
--

FERROVD. SPOLETO HORCili.

G.'."'._µge 2ft

This ove.rhecd wire electric
line is r.:.porteclly up for sr.Le , trn.ffic hav i.ng ceased
- duo to the Ministry of "l'rnnspor-t Is decision to with0ld the annua.l subsidy of 140 Hill ion
lire,
The electric
locos ar-e sto.ted to. be in good condition.
The Province h=s mcde a. det.'..'1.iledstudy of the line and suggest th ·t a. board or trust
should be set U} to c.evelop the line cs c. tourist
ci.ttro.ction for Spoleto.
(Rono.ld Sheph2rd)
AFRICA
G".uge 3ft J} ins

EAST AFRICAN RAILWAYS COH.POH.ATION .

During October tenders were invited for the supply of 70 diesel locos, 15 large
r:w.inline, 20 medium rno.inlinc, 10 sm.'.111 r,1,'.inline, 10 locos for trip workings and
15 shunters.
(Rly Go..zt/Ed~tor)

IlJDIA
LAST \JEW ST~1AL 1972
The last batch of at.eara locos for the Ind inn R.:'..ilwc.yswill be constructed
in 1972.
The locos, met.rc--gr-ugc YP class P'tc Lf'Lcs will be built c.t Chitt:J.rr.njo.n Loco Works.
(Rly Gr.zt/Editor.)
'l'HE

NARROW

GAUGE

Compiled by Andrew Wilson f rrm dat.a collected
Longfield, D~rtford, Kent.

IN

INDUSTRY

by the H.R.O. Rich Horris,

193 Main Roo.d,

APCE Ltd
Rodr:,ell Works, nenr Lewes, Sussex.
G.,uge 2ft. (NGN 37/~) - o.11 locos freshly painted
green, with rcci 'buffer bom;is1•
4wD RH 177604, clo.ss 27/32 hp wo.s working w::th 10 skips,
while thq spi:re loco, 4wD RH plnteless
(probQ.bly 44/48 hp) wns standing with 5 more sLips.
The t.h i.r'd loco, 4wD RT{ pl:,tGless (probabl.y :'.nothe:r 27/32 hp) was behind the tipping shed,
with its gearbox dismantled.
Also dumped near the t.Lpping deck wore 6 old f'csh Lcned
U-shr..:podskips.
Dunst0.blo 1vJ'crks2 Bedfordshire.
Gnuge stcmdo.rd - c. recent D.rrivnl is 4wD Hibberd 3990,
formerly 31 611 gauge and zrt the East .Lo'thf.nn :Works, Dunbar , (NGN 45/5) This machLne is
of o. design suf.t.ab.l.e for a range of gauges and identicnl
sister locos nt Dunbar were
supplied in both s-td. and 31 611 gauges , Pr-csu.acb.ly it w:i.s surplus to n.g. requf.ronent.s
a t Dunbar , with the delivery of Larger locos there in 1966, but confirmo.tion wculd be
welcome, plense.
(Robin Pearman 8/69)
BRITISH liLU11DIU.i! Co. Ltd.,
Only a very brief visit
Rl-i 217973, and No 1, without
situntcd o.bove ground level,
BRITISH GYPSUr, Ltd,

BUR.NTISLA.ND. FIFE

Gi.UGE 2FT

possible here, but the two 4wD locos seon -. No 2 being
a works pl.at.e , but identical
to the other.
The line is
nmong buildings.
(Roy Burt 8/69)

CGCI~LAKES WOR.·.32

;Je::tr Cill{\.'h~INTON, CIB1BERLAND,

GLUGE 2 I

411

(rJGI%0/16)
The no.rrow gauge closed some time ngo when the mine become flooded, whore the ro.ilw2,..y w·'s used, but one loco r0mnins, under a t.arpnul in,
This is No 4, 4wD RH 347730,
~ c.Las s LEU, and it is for sa Le ,
(In r.iid-1968, :1. figure of £350 was mentioned - evidently
the owners of 2 1 4i' gauge r:1ilw.:-,.yshave not been tomptcdl HHO
(Gordon Edgr.r 8/69)

c. E. G. B. •

STOURPOR'l' Pmr.,;R ST·A'l'ION. WC.:RCS

G~iUGE 2' 611

The ro.ilw~y convuys 2sh from under the boilers of the 'old station'
to conveyors
in the I now st.at ton ' in smc..11 Hudson slri.ps , Locos are two 4wBEs, by English Electric,

Nunber Sixty-Two
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No 1 (EE 688) and No 2 (EE 689) iJ,c:° e in 1925 rrt the Dick Kor-r Works, Pr es ton,

They
o.re built very low to p::iss under the o.sh chutes - the driver hr.s to bond double to
ent.er the crib, At the visit,
]o 1 wo.s work ing while No 2 was in tho loco shed by the
"nov s tr.t i.on! ,
(R.i-l. S. 9/69)

,PINOHWIC SLATE QUARRIES Co Ltd. LLANBER.IS

G).UGE 1ft lOi- ins

Entire pl.arrt to be sold by c.uction this month, by Kenyans of Iv~c.nchester, includes
locos end "Ve.Locapedc'' pr csuned ex 4ft g::.uge line.
Other pl.arrt may well go for scrcp,
(l'like Swift 11/ 69)
E.C.C. Ltd. :,roRDEN CLJ,Y Mr,rns. CORFE CASTLE.DORSET

G11.UGE 11

llt"

(NGN 57/17)
The t.hr eat.cned closuro has not yet tc.ken pl cce , and according to f'or oman the Li.ne
should rcmnin for n further yoo.r, beco.use there is still
no roo.d nccoss to the mine.
(not even started!)
Only one of the 0-4-0D OK locos remains, possibly 21160 - the othef
had gone, des't i.nct Lon not known to f'or-cnnn (Preserv::-.tion ? ) o Working locos were 4wD 11H
392117, cl~ss 48DL, Qnd RH 179889, cl~ss 17/21 hp, while the other 17/21 Ruston 175413
was not in use at, the nomerrt, The rc.ilw,~.y certo.inly appear s to be running down, with
some lines not in rcgulc.r use.
(Roy Burt 9/69)
Iiv.iPERiliL SMELTING rJORPOR..'i.TION (LJSC) Ltd. A1!0NHOUTI-I2 GLOS.
(NGN 44/7)

G,:i,UGE 2FT

Grid ref ST 524794

The Vertic~:l Rotoris, in the m.idd.Le of the works nr ec , in a t.hr oaf cat.ch.ing
ntmosphere of dust and f'umcs provide the setting for the r emai.nlng nc.rrow gr.uge here.
One 40 hp diesel loco shunts outsic"e the buildings,
moving wngons c~rrying newly cast
ingots of zinc, while ISC' s only bat.t.cry loco hic.c:- in the gloom under nec.t.h the p.l arrt to
novo skips of c sh in rcost uninviting
conditions.
This bat t.cry loco is n smal.L 4 wheeled
nachf.no , home built on c. skip chase.i.s , The working c',iesel Loconot.Lve vas Hibberd 3582,
en cxccpt.Lcnal Ly solid looking 4 tenner, which had recently bo..n provided with a hand
lover control for the clutch so t.hrrt it could be driven like n Ruston by ;1, nr.n w.:1lking
i-Jongside - urrt i.L this w~:s done it hcd seen very little
use since deli very in 1954. Of
the 40DL .'.'.nd 33/40 hp Ruston 4wDs, 4 (RB:200743)wc.s po.rkod outside [\_S stci.ndby loco, while
5, 7 and 8 (RE 239381, 287663 and 354043) wore r.Ll. in tJ18 workshop receiving o.ttention.
The smo.llost Ruston, 6 (RH 264239) of clo.ss 13DL wc.s pc.rkod outside the wcrksho),
redundc.nt because there is no longer o. duty for c. loco of this power.
(Rich Horris
KINGSTON LINER.b.LS Ltd, near CORSI-U1h, WILTSHLlE

9/69)

GAUGE 2' 611

The firm produces Bath stone, and uses rn i.L t.rcnspcr-t in the mines. An extensive
check rcve2l2d three stone mines:Clift r,iine. on the ,:14 roo.d. neo.r Box - closed and o.11 ro.il equi.pmerrt now removed,
nccording ton locei inhnbitant.
honks Pr.rk Hine. south of Corshnr.ri. Grid ref ST 878682. - in use with a loco shunting on
the surf'ace,
This we. s No 7, RI-I 398101, c.Las s LBU. The mine is entered by a rope worked
incline at o.bout 1 in 1 slope, but locos nre used in the workings.
These were not seen
but o.re believed to be Ruston 4wDs 1, 2 and 6, c.nd 4wBE 8, GB 2920, not nll in use.
Mine in Pri.rk Lo.ne. Corsh[cri1.Grid rd ST 858704. - closed but with surf'ace instdlo.tions
complete.
This m.ine has been pr-ev i.ousal.y named Lncor-r ec t.Ly as Ear them 1-~ine. There is
n similar Layout. here to that o.t i icnks Park , with inclined ad i t, and surface lines to
serve the y2.rd - now very overgrown. A brick loco shed contained loco 5, 4wD Huir Hill:
108. Loco 3, 4wD RH is believed tc be underground here e..s well.
The Iviuir Hill is of
course n grec.t rarity but has beon spoiled by robuilding with n 2 cylinder diesel engine
nnd o. lorry ro.dio.tor which :;::irojects about 911 in front of the buffer benm. Its engine i~
dismo.ntled,
It ho.s an Orenstein and Koppel ge[l.rbox, and judging by the short spo.ce
nveilo.blo was probably fitted
with a single cylinder OK engine oringino.lly - evidently Huir Hill bought proprietry
loco components!
(Andrew Wilson 9/69)
LILE FIRLS LTD. near LLANDYBIE.
CARLS. (NGN 38/7)

GAUGE 2' 1111

Two no.rrow g~uge served locations 0xist, o.bout n mile o.uo.rt. In both cases, the
line is used for moving Ldric st.cne f'r om quo.rries to the lime kilns in rnetr'-1 boxes carried
on flnt vagons , At the Pontro Gwenlnis works (grid ref S~.J 605614) two locos were found
- RH 187096 and RH 200767, both c Lass 11/13 hp, 4wD. The other works, Po.nt yr odin
(grid ref SN 617167) had 4wD RH 209432, c Las s 11/13 hp , in use while the firr;1's newest
Ruston, 404976 of LBT class wns under rcpo.ir, propped u~ without o.ny wheolso The very
old Hibberd petrol loco 1861 (pl.at.e i.-:issing) was still
present o.nd derelict
as it has
be.n for sone yeo.rs. This machine is of the Kent Construction 10 hp type, generclly
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s u.Ll .r to tl:i:. on.is o.f Ashton under Lyne sewage works and at APCl'tl, Eurston brickworks
but with inside wheol boarings.
(Rich }·icrri§ 7 /69)
~ LCNSDALE BRICK AND TILE Co. Ltd, neo.r COTEfilLL.neo.r CARLISLE,CUtt.BERLli.i'JD.

GAUGE 2FT

The brickworks lies to the east of the Cnr.l i.s.Le-Locds r8-ih1<~.y line, just opposite
the exchange sicJ.iil.gs for the Occk.Lakes Works of British GypsumLtd.
It is hidden in
trees but the ch irnney provides a Lanc'mark,
The quarter mile of narrow gauge starts from
the works with o. rope worked Lnc.Line down to qunrry Leval, after which the line is loco
~ worked to the quar-ry , A loop is provided c t the foot of the incline whore the loco
exchange s wo..gons and the Li.no then curves mmy on et low enbanknerrt through a reed infested
marsh to the digger.
The one locomotive horo, 4wD Hunslet 2577 of 1942, co.bless and dark
~ green, hauls one skip at a time, and its d±iver has to operate the digger himself as well.
This single handed rnilwo..y is sur rounded by trees and greenery, f'orm.ing a very pleasant
and attractive
scene.
(Roy Burt 8/ 69)
HMJCEESTEE, CORPORATION WATERWOill'cS. SvJieJESHAW RESERVOIR,1foo..r GLOSSOP. DERBYSHIRE.
GAUGE 2FT

(new loc:'..tiol'.].l.J~_r,_icJ. ref SK 044958

Repair work is in progress and n t.empornry line has boon laid along the crest of
the dc.m - o..n impossible plc..ce to run rond vehicles.
There is one loco, 4wD RH 202036,
co.bless o.nd in blue livery,
which is moved to vetrious sites o.s r"quired - lc..st reported
at the Arnfield Treatment Works, Cheshire (NGN 41/9)
(Andrew Wilson 9/69)
hIXCONCRETE AGGREGATES Ltd.
Jnow location)

CHARLCOTE2 ncc.r STRATFORD ON i~VON. WARWICl\S.

GAUGE 2FT

This new qunr ry was described in the Contra.et Journal, 21.8.69.
Ono of the conditions
governing the opening of the quo.rry we.s t.hc t the pl.arrt should be unobtrusive and quiet
in cpcrnt ion - "No noisy dumper-s feed the plnnt.
Inst.oad the firm uses the o.l.d fashioned
but quieter transport
by rnil •••• 11 Illustro.tions
show a 4wD Ruston on a tr2in of 9
wagons.
(Locos ar e t.rnnsf'er-eod from the f'Lrr; 1 s other qucr r Ies in the Nor-thanpt.on area (NGN 55/17 and 56/16) - and are LR 8731 .and RH 331264)
(i-iike Swift and Sydney 1eleux 9/69)
ii.R.Q.

CONSTRUCTION Co Ltd. 1R}.DSIIAU TlnJNEL.SL1:..ITH':JAITE2 YORKS.

Gl'-J!GE 2FT

(new locc.ticn)
This 9000 yard tunnel is being built in connection with Hudcl.ersfield Corporntion Is
new reservoir
o.t Scammonden , Working WclS co.rried out f r om two points, Scammonden , the
northern exit, o.nd Bro.dshaw Clough, et about the centre.
Three locos o.re believed to be
used on the job, nunbered respectively
Ho 1, ifo 2, and l'fo 3, being identical
4wBEs by WR
pa'i.nt.od yellow.
Rolling stock is rr.ther a nc-tley col.Loct.i.on , including some si.de tip
wagons used raa Lnl.y c.t the Scommonden end where the line rc..n out on to a spoil tip, while
c..t Erc.dshnw Clough, where the line energcd briefly into c.. deep pit .betweon the two
sections cf tunnel, mine cri.rs wore used.
These h.?.ve lifting
lugs on the body so thc.t
they CF'n be lifted
out by cr ane and upturned for en.rty ing,
Exccvr.t.Lon has been
compl.e t.ed and concreting
is now in progress.
The concrete is conveyed in spec Lrd, wagons,
built by Winget. These vehicles,
on rubber sprung bogies, have a. cylindrice.l
container
w:1ich is r ctut.ed to discharge the Lond , on the same principle
as rendy m ixed concrete
lorries.
Conditions in the tunnel c.r e vory bad , with up to 6H of water over the rails not n recrn1:mendedvisit in normal footwca.r.
( F"k
1-11 e Swift
8/69)
NORTE DEVElJ CLAY Co Ltd, PET:CRS l.J.RLAi.TD2 ne::.r TOR.H.I :TGTON, DEVON.
1

.

GAUGE '3FT

(HGN 4.8/14)
The nar row gnugo is still
busy r.nd st.aff expect t.hc t it will run for many years •
Normc..lly trnffic
is handled by the three Ruston locos, RH 435398 and RH 446207 of clnss
48DL (diesel-r.iech3.nical)
and RH 513187 of class LFT (diesel-hydraulic).
Hcwever
I Fcrw.rd 1 , Fowler 390012, is ma.i.n'tn.i.nedin w,-·rking order as a str.ndby,
The other two
narrow gauge Fowlers st.cnd derelict
in the open, without identification.
They are
Fcwlers 3930057 and 3930048,forr,1erly named 1lic1vnnce1 and 1Efficioncy1 and are of the
ro.re Fovl.or-Lar-shul.L type with naas.ive single cylincl.er hcr i sont.al, engine whereas I Forward I
ho.s c. !!lore conventicno.l type of engine.
There was nn enquiry a.bout preserving o. FowlcrMarshc..11 r-eccnt.Ly, but nothing came of it, so these nachi.ncs will probc.bly be scrapped.
(the only other Fowl.er-Lar-eho.l.l, in Britain is 11.t APCE, Sundon, Beds - HRO). Wagons are
wooden opens of clistinctly
main line style.
(Hichnel Jacob 8/69)
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(new ~:.iscovery) Grid rd

,foTER BO,,RD. LETFOiID PtfriPHTG STl~TIO·:i. LET/ORD. GLOS.

1

Gil.UGE 2FT

SO 731306

Following a rG:port 'of a t.empor-ary 2ft gauge pasaengor carrying line. at Eythe W:-,ter
Works, Tewkesbury, for an Open D'-y , the Board t s Lcccmc t i.vcs vcr e trb.ced to the Ketford
site - a secluded spot. about 2 rai.Les eas t of Dymock, There is a short line at Ketford
but this is net nc:rno.lly used and the locos CJ.re only stored nnd mninto.ined here for use
on construction
work 1:'.S required (c:. line is to be used c:.t the DowdesvellRaservoirs,
near Che.l. tenho.m, during the winter).
Thero ar'e two locos, both 4w petrol 1Jl.s, 5038,
green inscribed, 1Ci ty of Gloucester 1, being repo..ired, and 7053 in 1wr..terw0rks' pe.Le bl.ue ,
still
car-rydng the ncme 'Hythe Express I f'r on the Tewkesbury pleasure line' in full
running order (ycur reporter had a drive!)
'I'hc se locomotives wcr e oril~g;t1nlly supplied
to Gloucester Corporation and used on vc:.rious construction
projects,
eventually ending
up in the hands of the Ccr-porut.Lon 1:I c.ter Do)c.rtment which has now been amal.gamat.ed into
the H.:.i. Glos. We.tor Board.
(Andrew Wilson 10/69)
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Line was used for bringing send f'r on the beach but is now closed.
Track is overgrown and sand covered al t.hough a few sets of points can be seen,
The three Ruston 4WD
locos (RH 189992, 195842 and 244558) remain locked in a shed. The r.-Hwrly equipmcmt is
now owned by a Local, caravan c amp prcpr i.et.or , who has Lueas for a passenger cnrrying
tourist
line.
(The sand re ilwo.y was nothing to do with the Pent.ewan Rr:.ilw2y, closed in
1918, despite occupying part of the same site. - HRO)
(Dcvid H2.tthews0n f.1 Jack Buckler ·7 /69)
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i very smal.L Layout at this Locat.Lcn - just a Lcng th of track with a Y pc irrt to two
furnaces, under e~,ch of which a battery lcco and skip stand to be loaded with clinker.
When the wagon is full, the train t.r-evcLs a short distance to the t Ippdng place and
r8turns for more. Vhen visited,
only cne furnace was opernting,
so just-one train was
working. Locos are 4WBEs WR 5184 cJ.nd 51859 built 1954.

(Gordon Ec'gar 8/69)
SOUTilEitN COUNTIES DELOLITION .tiND TRADING Cu. L'I'lJ. '
near H1iVA:\JT. HLI'JTS. (NGH 38/8 ) Grid ref, SU 698065
The yard contained
4 wheeled petrol driven
mo.terio.l being scrapped
in pack Ing cases marked

ff~J.JH.·,b.PTmT'
GAUGE 11

11!"

six ex-Ministry of Defence target c2rrying trolleys,
all smcJ.11
vehicles by Wickhnm. One, Wkm 2971,, was sto.nding with scme
but the others, Wkm 3030, 30319 3032, 3034 2.nd 3287, were still
'Overhauled by Wickh::un1 and obviously not opened since.
(Rich l'i(;rris 8/69)
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D0p.:;t, Owston Ferry, Lines. - The 0nly loco here was TRB 14 (4wD RH 28 3508,
30DL) st~nding in the open.

Gringley Carr Pun ;ing StctLn.
Grindoy on the }~ill. Not.t s , - Still
in use, this
very at.t.ruct.Ive tem,)Oro.ry lino now has five locos, two r-IR anc three: RH clsss LBT 4 wDs,
all in cream livery.
The three: RH cIr.as 301.iL locos f'ormer Ly here had gone, deat.Jnnt.Lon
unknown, since Easter 1969, Locos nre: No 17 (LR 22128), Ho 18 (lffi. 22129),
.
19 (RH: 7002/0567/6), 20 (RH 7002/0967/5) 'md 21 (RH 7002/0967/6), on the line, while the
ones which used to be t.hor o :,.re TRB 13, TRB 15 and TRB 16 (RH 283507, 283512 and 28351.3
respectively).
(Pete Nicholson 8/69)
T.R.Ji.N.QLE Vi-.LVE GO. LTD, 2 L;,LDEIJi:s .. D
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This modern looking f'nct.cry se.cms r .. thcr n surprising
pl •. ce to find ~. n.ir-row gauge _
line but the r,·.ilw,'.y is obviously serving n useful purpose, conveying pcr t.s between two .•.
sections cf the works sopnrr.t.ed by t: r-o.td, The line is n.•. inly indoors but the outdoor
section includes :, f'r.LrLy stiff grc:dicnt which the locomotive hr.s difficulty
in climbing
with t: Lo.id, The loco is 4wD Lister 50191 type R, with cnncpy , .ind it is usur.l.Ly to be
found in the I Er.at Works 1 •
(Ji.nd.rewWilsen 9/69)

