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FROM THE EDITOR: It wes rather ironical thot after the Editorial in the April issue

about the so-called "Lateness! of the "News", that the .pril issuc should turn
out to be undeniably very 1ute. This was entirely due to deley in the. supply

of envelopes. Typing of the "News" was completed on 30th kicrch, and Phil Gor-

ing ha? completed the duplicating by 5th April, but it was another fortnight
before the envelopes turned up. Steps are being token to see this does not

occur again., Needless, to say, I have received several complaints; this lead

1e to repent once again that I am not responsible for either p“inting or Cdistr-
ibution; my responsibility ceases wiht tyosing the stencils. So far thesc have
always been completed within six days of press date (on many occasions, even ear-
lier), and only illness will prevent me from continuing to nect this target.

Phil Goring, as a result of a changs of job, is unable to continue with the
icating, and T woull like to thank him for his efforts cver the last nine months;
s donc this job (which, with increasing membership and an incrensed number of
in the "News", has steadily become more oncrous) almost single-honded, theuwgh
previocusly consildired to nced a teanm,

I myself am finding the Editorship almost more than I cen nanage, and os

I seem to receliwe litile but complaints, I hal v1rtually decide to resign after
this issue; I heve, however, been persualed to carry on, but I honestly doubt
whether I shall te cble to do so after the 1267 A.%.M., so if anycne is thinking
they might like to toke over in a year's time, I would be glad to hecr fronm then.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT (AUGUST) ISSUE MUST BT RECZIVED DY FRIDAY, 22n2 JULY.

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMDGEWSHIP YET ?

If you haven't done sc alrealy, please renew your menbership for 1966/7. lenewal
forns werc included with the "Narrow Gauge" no.40. Plecse note that the aldresses
given in that puolwcﬁtwo are the correct ones for renewads, i.e:
Nomes A to J: G.Lunb, 10 Upper Hurst, The Hounty Outlane, Huddersfield, Yorks.
Nanes X to Z: V;mUCLO“, 23 Middlie Dean St.g West 'Vale, Halifax, Yorks.

Cheques and postal orders shoull be crosscd an’ made poyeble to the
Railway Soclety. DPlease scend s.a.e. for y mbership card.

The new MEMDIRSHIP SECABTALINS, whose nanes and addlresses were given in "News" no.40,
hendle only NEV merbers: they are
Names 4 to HM: J.:i.I.Huxley, 26 Delwood Road, Chorliton-cum-Hardy, lanchester 21,
Nanes N to Z: G.A.Foster, @ Sincleir Avemue, Crumpsall, llanchester 8,

Please note the NEYV AUDRESS OF THE PUDLIC RTLLTIONS OFFICER (from the beginning of June)
P.TJ 3urk117 103 Buxton Rond, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire.

Will ares svcrutar os send hin ‘etails of toetings and activities ? He will arrange to
send a consolidatel 1list to the Editor, so area secretaries nced only send any last-
minute announcements or alterations dircct®the Bditor.

For details of forthcoming necetings, sce back page.

;. & 0. C K K &4 M M U S & U ¥
(Secretary: John Taw msenl, 52 lardon Road, Conlville, Leics.)
inlrew Neale has kinlly snswered the Editor's request in the last "News", and states

that Brockhon Museun appears cn Ordmence Survey l-inch nap no.17@ (S.%.London): the
National Grid Reference is TQ 198510 - this should be o great help to nermbers wishin
to navigate themselves to the sitc,
= By [ e % %=
THHE DROCKHAM OPLEY DAY, by Chris Down.
Baster londay, as Drockkhan's first "Open Day", was undoubtelly o very successful and

enjoyable occnsion. Bofr the first time, members other than the regular workers were able
to seec the MHuseunr anl fecl that at last something was happening after all.

The doy had, however, becn preceeded by a considerable amount of work. The 2-ft die-

sel hal becn re-assembled and tried "in stean" for the Plrst'tlme only a few days prior to
Monlay ond consequently performel in undercoet only. It was a rooring success -- when ruon-
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ing ot maximun revs., ik obstured the site with smoke, ond the exhaust was a:lmﬂt
on the day in orler to avoi? sooting up the onlookers.

More esscential, though of less interest to those who carricd it out, w=s ack
The 3-ft gouge 3-way point from Scaldwell unlcrwent conversion to 2ft gouge 2n =
connécted to the line into the shed only on Easter Sunday, so there was nat too
to test it under running conditions. One arm only of the point was connected, =
being temporarily added to another so that PETER could be kept om it out of the w
trains.

Last minute work began early on lMonday ncrning. The builder!s shed was cleared ocut o=
the Sunday, and an di‘cmpu nale wothout much success, to whitewash the walls, Dut, =hem
hung with a large selection of plates belonging to the Museum and to verious merbers, &aS
£illed out with fnlrew Neale's scles tables and a refreshnent table, (onto which varioms
polished fittings off PETER enc moached), the whole display looked most presentables ;l

After oiling the axleboxes of the diesel, it was startel up anld spent the whole =y |
propelling the Faul? coach (with passengers, who appearcl in large nunbers whenever = tre=m
was announced) back m 4 forth along the linc. Its only rest came at lunch when the workess
took the "buffet car" down to the end of the line and sat in state for a picnic. Im bet= *
ween passenger trains, PETER was haulel back an? forth, returning to its siding runnins
much nore freely than before,

The afternoon begon with confidenee, whichwas sonmewhat shat tercd when the coach derailed
on. the point. After inspection it wes found that a check-rail was too low and a2llozed the
coach to rile up over it. Until this repaired, trains stoppel short of the point. EnotE=
er track fault was discovered by a lerailment nenr the shed, but considering the newmes ss
of the track and the haste with which it was completed, it was quite creditable that thess
were the only holts in the service - an? quite minor at that. Driver training was also
carried ocut during the day and several members becnome coupetent drivers, For all concermed
in actual operation, and, it is hoped, for 211 who visited us, the daoy wos most worthmhile

At least, it could have been more worthwhile to us. While we werc very happy to hme

showm the sixty or so visitors something of the luseun, we would have been happier still
if the day hald nmode nore of a profit. The redoubtable lir. Neale rcalised about £2 on &he
sales, but the donations 'box, though quite smoll, gave us an overall profit of 8/2. Iif
every nenbers had donated even a shilling (a very snmell anount for a gool day, surely 2)
we could have trcblc’ this to the greater benefit of the Museun and of open days in the
future. It is not perhaps fully realised how far Drockhan has come thanks to the efforts
of a very small group of regular workers, nor the consilcrable amount of work that has
gone into naking the Museun into what it is to-ley. It is a very great pity that those
who attended did not show their apprceciation to these members to a louder tune than 8/2.
Be that as it may, the attendance of all was welcome and they should be norc enlighte

enéd about what is happening at Drockham than they were before, Thanks are due to a2ll who
worked so hard to make the cday a success.
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Several members have written to suggest that the Garratt locomotive will have to be pretty
drastically cut down, as it positively tovers above all other stock on the line, with ths
top of the boiler about level with the roofs of the older coaching stock, There might be
a possibility of lowiering the cab floor about a foot, but it still looks as if special
dwarfs might have to be bred to fit in it when cut do»m - but perhaps the driver could

be provided with a seat, and the fireman with oil-firing !

Mr P.E.K.Morgan reports that traffic was brisk at Baster; a double headed 8~coach traim
ran on RBaster Sunday, and two trains - one of 6 coaches, the other of four - on the Mon—~
day afternoon. LIFDA and BIANCHE were in use, Campoments of the new cach no.25 had
~rrived, and the sides and ends erected, and the floor fitted, over the holiday. This
coach is to have a lavatory ~ as this will be a "san.can" presumably it will be possitee 2
to use it even when the train is standing at a station. L

The Editor visited 4+he F.R, on the day of the Society A.G.i., Saturday 30th April.
BLANCHE, LINDA, and PRINCE were in steam., BLANCHE worked a six-coach train leaveing
Harbour at 11.00; the same train, less one coach, also formed the 13,00, hauled by LINDA.
In connection with the special B.R. train from Paddington (which arrived nearly an howr
late), a ten-coach train was double-headed by BLANCHE and LINDA; this ran from Portmadoe
%o Minfforddat about 15,10, and continued from there to Tan-y-Bwlch at about 16.10. A
%£r=in hauled by PRINCE and consisting of the "bug-boxes" (the old four-wheelers) plus the
=% mo.. van and bogie brake no.il, preceded the double-header from Portmadoc to Kinffordd,
E follosed it from there to Tan-y-bwlch and back.
OF MERTONETH was to be seen dismantled in and around Boston Lodge. MERDDIN EMEYS
BESin- at the far end of the loco shed, but is eavailable for stand-by duties.
=£i11 lurks in its "IAROLD WILSON" disguise among the bushes at Glan-y-mor. -

sazine" reports the installation of dial telephones. Contractors burying the
@sross the Cob were also presuaded to bury the new F.R. cable, in return for
@=rriacc of materials along the Cob, By the end of February, 580ft of the
== @=vist ion line had been completed.,
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