
\\! 
iii! 

NARROW GAUGE NEWS 
PUBUSHED BY 

The Narrow Gauge Railway Society 
EDITOR E. K. STRETCH, 1, LANCASTER VILLAS, 

108, LANCASTER ROAD, NEWCASTLE, STAFFS. 

NUHJER FOii.TY-ONE J'UNE 1 9 6 6 
- - - ------- - ...., ---- -- -- - - -- - ------------ -- - --- - - - -- ---- -- -- - -- - ,v ------- -- - -- ----------.---- - - .. 

FROM THE EDITOll: It 111:'.S r at.her Lrorri ca.l th-'.'.-t [).fter the Ec"'..itoric.l in the ,.\pril issue 
abou t the ·so-co.lled "Lat ene s s" of the "Ncvrs'", that t he Lpril issue should. turn 
out to be underri ab Iy very Lrrt e , This WC!.S: entirely due to c1elc..y in the. supply 
of envelopes. 'Iyp i.ng of the "News" was ccnp.Let ed on 30th Lo.rch, and Phil Gor­ 
ing ha" conp.Le t ed the dup Li.ca td.ng by 5th li.pril, hut it wa s ano t her- f'or tn i.ght, 
before the envelopes +ur-ncd up. Steps ar-e be i.ng t aken to see this c."..oes not 
occur aga in , l\:ee:::.less, to sc,,y, I have r-ec e i.ved scver-e.L complaints; this Leads 
me to roper.t once a.go.in t.hrrt I en not responsible for ei thcr printing or c1..istr­ 
ibution; ny r-espons ib i.Li.ty c ec se s wiht ty·ing the stencils. So fetr these have 
alwo.ys been ocnp.Lo't.o.l within s i.x r' o.ys of press clo.te ( on many occasions, even ear­ 
lier), and only illness will prevent ne f'r-on continuing to nee t this target. 

Phil Goring, us o. result of o. ch.:i..nge of jo~, is unable to continue Tiith the 
c"..uplic'.'.ting, and I woul':. like to t hank h.ira for his efforts over the: Las t nine mont.hs ; 
he has clone this job ( wh'i.ch , ni th increo.sing menbe r sh.i.p arid on .i.ncr-enacd nunb er- of 
pages in the 11Ncws11, has s t cad'i Iy bc ccno ncr e onerous) al.cos t single-h::ncl.er:1., th<1.rush 
it vns previously con s.i.dcr-od to no ed a team. 

I nyself .?.D finc:.ing the Ecl.itorship a Lno s t nor e th9.11 I can nnnage , an,l as 
T seen to recc:i.Lve little but corcp.Lo.i.n t s , I ha.I virtually c1.eci,2e ·,_ to resign af' t er 
this issue; I havo , hovrevcr-, been persuo.,_1_e,_1_ to c::rry- on, but I honestly doub t 
whether I shr.Ll. te ab Le to .lo so after the 1967 L.C'.-.M., so if anyone is thinking 
they r:iight like to t::0:co over in a yee,r Is tioe, I nou l..'. be r;lrv:. to hear froo theo. 

-.LT.,.,'~s -;:,on T'rT7,' r,T"',··YT ( flJT~TUSr;,) rssu-:~ ',·,1T'ST T'."' "':)TY'"':'I•Tri"' ,-.,y 1,,Rr I"!:1Y 22n:1 JULY j·J!rJ. .L' .:.\. _,!.J,...; '11...:..: .. n.. ...1.l. '-T ..!.. .L.J -~lU ~_J J.\.J.JV.J..! ', J..!L..J ..._,_ .._ - · :,_) ' .. '.. • 

E..11.VE YOU lIB:t{C-?ED YOUH EEi,::.."jEiLSHIP YET ? 

If you haven It done so o.I.r-eady , p.l.ea.se renew your nenber-shd.p for 1966/7. Renevni.l 
f'orras wer e included with the "Nar-r-orr Gcuge11 no .tW. PLcr.s e note that the c..c.1.cl.resses 
given in t.ho.t pub Li.ca't i.on ar e t.he correct ones for renevml.s, i.c: 

Nane s A to J: 8-.Lu!Jb, 10 Upper Hurst, The '.,iount, Out Lane , Eu11.'1.ersfie1,1_, Yorks. 
Nanes K to Z: V.Nutton, 2.S l·.:L'r.c:.lc :Uen.n St., ,Jest Va Lo , fa1.lifrcx, Yorks. 

For details of forthcor.ing nce.t i.ngs , see. back page. 

Cheques an.' pos t a L orter-s shou l". b e c ro s scd en '. nc.:l.e paycb l c to the Ferron Gaui:;e 
Ra.i.Lway Society. PLeas e send s .o..e. for your c.eri.,ers~1ip ca rd , 

The new r,illr,DI:;::.SHIP S:CCJ.E'I\-,.:,tr=-:s, vrhos e ncno s cDJ. a.i:1..c1.rcsses were given in "News" no.Ll .• O, 
hand.Le only rm;i oe::1b er S: they ar'e 

Nanes A to LI: J.~~ .. I.Huxley, 26 Bo Lwoorl Rcad , Chor-Lton-cun-Har-ly , l.b.nchcster 21. 
Nanes N to Z: G.;"-.Foster, 9 Sincl'.o.ir Avenue, Cr-umpsc.Ll , lhnchcster 8. 

PLea se note the I-rE"iJ :C~;J.ESS OF THB PIT)LIC ~CL.f...TIO!'TS GF2ICE:J (froo the beginning of June) 
P .,T .Durkill, ... 103 Duxton Roc.c:.2..)fo.zel Grovo...L. Stockpo~C11eshire. 
'Jill ar-ea sccr-c t.ar i.cs sen I h i,u ·,_etc.ils of u,,etinc;s an.l ac t i, vi ties ? He 11ill arrange to 
s end n consolic'.2,te~:. list to the E,_~_i tor, so o.re['. secz-e trrr i.o s need only send ony Lc s+­ 
rrinu+e announc cncrrt s or c.ltoro.tions cl.ircctiPthc Editor. 

DHOCKFIJ1.H 

( Secretn.ry: J ohn Td'7 nsend , 52: J:o.r/1..on Rone:., ce,.i ville, Leic s ,) 

,·.n,1..rcw Nee Le has k i.n.I.Ly CJ1s·.,erod. the Ecli tor's request in the lo.st 11:i'-Tews11, and states 
that Isr-oclchan Museu~.1 app ear s on Orc1i-1.uico Survey 1-inch nap no.179 (S.::.r:.Lonc:.on): the 
Nationa~ C-ric:~ Refcr:ence is TQ 198510 - this shou l.d be l'.. great help to nenbcr s wishing 
to navigo.te themselves to the site. 

* 
THE DROCKHJJ,'i OP:CH D.1\Y, by Chris Down , 

Easter i-!ionc.l.".y, as i}rockhc.n Is first "Open :'.Jc.y11, su:e undoub tc Lly c. very successful one:. 
enjoyc.ble oc ccs.i.on , Bofr the first tL,e, nenb er s other t~1Q,.'1 the regular workers were able 
to see the Huseun an.; f'e cL t:hl\.t at Jn st s ono trri.ng was happening after ail. 

The clo..y h..~i, ho~cvor, been preceeiCYJ by o. considero..blc DDount of nork. The 2-ft die­ 
sel had been re-asscnblec1.. and triec1 "d,n s tean" for the first tine only a few days prior to· 
Monday o.nc1. cons equerrt Iy pe rforoec:. in uncer-coat; only. It was n roc.rin5 success -- when r-unn- 
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ing c.t maxi.nun revs., il. o1rstrored the site w:i. th smoke , enc'- the exhaust vw.s 
on the day in or~:.er to nvoi~. sooting up the onlookers. 

More essential, though of less interest to those who carried it out, ~-_s 
The 5-ft gauge. 5-woy point from Sca.lc1-well undcrwerrt conversion to 2ft gnus 
connected to the line into the shed only on Easter SunJn.y, so there wcs na:t 
to tes:t iii uncler running concli tions. Ono nm only of the point was connec ted , c 
being temporarily O:dc1ed to another so that PETER cou l.d be kept on it out of th"-' 
trains. 

Last minute work began ear-ly on Monday nornang , The builder's shed was c Learec; 
the Sunday, anC.. an d±-enpt naC:.e wothout much success, tro whitewash the ualls. :Ju~, 
hung with a large selection of plntes belonging to the Museum. and to vc.rious =e=:;~s, 
filJl..ed out with 1-in<.lrew Neale'a sales t-~)les anc n refreshment -table, (onto tth~ch 7::==...,_ 

polisherl fittings off PETER enc 1roachecl), the whole c:.is;pln.y · Locked no s t p re senbab Le , 
After oiling the axl.eboxes of the c1iesel, it was st ar-t.ed up and spent the ;-;ho::e :.zy­ 

propelling the Faulc:. coach (with passengers, who appeez-oI in large nuuber s whenever- .:. ~~ 
was announced) back rod. forth a Long the line. Its only rest came at lunch when the -;;:;~ 
took the "buffet car" down to the end of the line arid sat Ln state for n picnic. 
weem passenger trains, PETER was hau'Led back m':. forth, returning to its sicling r,;r~-~-~ 
much nor-e freely tho.n before. 

The afternoon. began w.lth ccnf'Ldence , which was sonewhaf shat tercel when 
on. the point. ili'ter inspection it w:: .. s f'ound that n check-rail was too· low and cl.107."ei!. -&.c 
coach to ric1-e up over it. Until this repaired, trains stoppe.J short of the: point. -=-=--~­ 
er· traek fnult was cliscoverecl.. by a c.erailnent neur the shed , but consic"'.ering the n~ 33 

of the track and the has.be rri th which it was corap Let ed , it Wl'..S quite creditable the 
were· the only ho..lts in the service - and quite rrinor at that. Driver training was 
carried out during the clay and several nenber-s bec ane conpet errt cl.rivers. For all cnnr~ •• 
in actual. opero.tion, and , it is hoped , for l'-11 who visited us, the c:ny waa most 

At least, it coul.d have been nore worthwhile to us. While we were very happy to h"!:r e 
shown the sixty or so visitors sonething of the Museun, we wou Ld have been happier ~-:.., 

if the day had U.':.c'-e nor- e of a profit. The. recl.oubtable Mr. Nea.Le rcalisec1 about £2 on fa::e 
sales, but the uonations box, though quite socJ.l, gave us l1ll overall profit of 8/2. I::f 
every nenber-s had donated even a shilling ( a very snell anourrt for a goo,l day , surely ? 
we coulc1 have treble,_ this to the gr eat.er- benefit of the Mus eun and of open clays in the 
f'u tur'e., It- is not perhaps fully realisecl. how fox Br cckhan has come thanks to the ef'f'or f.s 
of a very small group of ref.,ular worker s , nor the consic1-orable anoun t of wor-k thl!.t ms 
gone into Daking the Mu seun into: whaf it is t:o-C .. ey. It- is a very great pity that those 
who at-frendec.l Llicl not show their appreciation to these aerate rs' to a louclcr tune then 8/2 

De that as it nay , the ntt-ew~n.nce of all .. ms we Icone and they m oulc1_ be norc enl.i.g::,.,­ 
ened about what is happerririg o.. t Drockhm +han illiey" were before. Thanks ar e clue to e..ll ;.';::: 
workecl so hard to BD...~e the Qn.y a success. 
------------------ ------------------ •. ~, .. ~ .• .,~4 ========++++++++++ ++ ++++++++++'~ ====*·'.: .,,: *""':":,:(, 
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FESTINIOG RAILrTAY Gauge 1:f't ~i.... 
Several members have written to suggest that the Garratt loco~otive lJill have to be pre~~ 
drastically cut dorm , as it positively toners above all other stock on the line, m.tl: t1--=­ 
top of the boiler about level uith the roofs of the older coaching stock. There might be 
a possibility of lowering the cab floor about a foot, but it still looks as if' special. 
dwarf'e might have to be bred to fit i.'1. it 111:en cut down - but perhaps the driver could 
be provided nith a seat, and the fireman w i th oil-firing ! 

Mr P.E.K.Morga.n reports that traffic was brisk at Easter; a double headed 8-coach tra.:­ 
ran on Easter Sunday, a.."ld two trains - one of 6 coaches, the other of four - on the Mon­ 
day afternoon. LINDA and BLANCHE were in use. Ccmponenta of the new cm eh no .25 hed 
!'!.rrived, and the sides and ends erected, and the floor fitted, over the holiday. This 
coach is to have a lavatory - as this nill be a II san .can" presumably it v.rill be possii:e e 
to use nit even when the train is standinc; at a station. 
The Editor visited the F .R. on the day of the Society A.C', .M., Saturday 50th April. 

BLANCHE, LINDA, and PRINCE were in steam. BLANCHE worked a six-coach train leavring 
~arbaur at 11.00; the same train, less one coach, also formed the 13.00, hauled by Tc:ltn. 
::n connection with the special B.R. train from Paddington (Tihich arrived nearly an h~..r 
'7 <>te) , a ten-c.oach train was double-headed by BL.:t\NCHIT. and LINDA; this ran from Por-traadce 
-:::: :·-: nffordda t about 15 .10, and continued from there to Tan-y-Bwlch at- about 16 .10. ~ 
~ hauled by PRINCE and consisting of the "bug-boxes" ( the old four-wheelers) plus E 

an and boc;ie brake no .1:1., preceded the double-header from Portmadoc to tti.ni'='c:~.:= ~ 
--=~ed it from there to Tan-y-bwlch and back. 

- :3?.IONETII was to be seen disma...ntled in and around Boston Lodge. 
~.:-5 at the far end of the loco shed, but is available for stand-by duties. 

~. ·,, lurks in its "E.AROLD Y.'ILSOl'P' dis5uise among the bushes at Glan-y-oor. - 
•-s :::~i!:ie" reports the installation of dial telephones. Contractors burying ~~e 

s s the Cob wer-e also pr-esuad.ed to bUI"J the new F .R. cable, in r-etarrn ~o-=­ 
_=-aga of materials. along the Cob. By the end of February, 580ft af +1-:,,,. 

S .,... = =:::. = .:.at ion line had been completed. 
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ISLE OF Mlu"\J RAILWAY Gauge 3ft. 
Member Peter Craine has again sent newspaper cuttings and other material which can only 

be briefly summarised; and for r,hich we are very grateful:· 
.'.It the Annual General Meeting of the Company held at Douglas on 29th April, the Chair­ 

man, Mr J"ames Cain, M.H.K., said no-one rec;rett:ed the closure more than the Directors, but: 
they had to face facts. Last year, the passengers carried on ne~rly any d[W could easily 

~ have been carried by three or four extra double-deck buses, and with but a fract· ion cf 
"'the staff required for. railway operation .nThere had been a steady fall in the number cf 
' ail passengers for years, but the bus services:. had in effect subsidised the railway; 
last year theRoad Services Company failed to make enough money to cover the r-a.i.Lr.ay loss. 
Other than Douglas, Calrtletown was the onlv station to show a local operational profit; 

<on the other hand, Port Erin had a wage bill of £3056, but revenue from passengers, fr eght 
t and parcels: was only £2695. Peel aid St" J"ohn' s had a joint wage bill of £11776, but income 
of only £2'684. 

Apart from the occasional traveller, train services outside the June to September period 
ran only to carry goods and parcels; this meant r-unn ing a shuttle lorry service between 
quay and station at Douglas, and another local collection and delivery service at the otl:,1- 

~ er end of the rail ·journey. It was more economical, quicker, and less likely to damage 
merchandise, to use a lorry right through. The Post Office withdrew the mail contract 
from the end of 1965; this contract, mostly for parcels mail, had been of considerable 
value to the Railway. 

The Directors had accepted for s.ome time that because of mounlhing arrears of mainten­ 
ance, 1965 would probably be the last year in which train& could be sent to Peel and Ramsey, 
but it had been though that it might be possible to save the Port Erin line. The disapp­ 
ointing traffic figures and the result of an:irlvest:i.gatiom by independent consultants had 
shown this to be impossible. This investigation showed that to continue to run the whole 
syste, £300,000 would have to be spent during the next few years. The loss even on the 
Port Erin line waa £20,600 last year, and this loss would go on increasing. Traffic was 
quite insufficient to justify massive expenditure. 

On the locomotive side, only five locos were serviceable. A new boiler and cylinders 
for one locomotive might well cost close on £10,000. The company had considered purchasing 
the two diesel locomotives from the West Clare section of C.I.:i!:, but to have purchased 
them, reconditioned them, and shipped them from Ireland, would have cost ·a:twt · £28,000. 
There was not enough traffic to warrant these acquisitions at such a cost • .Another dif'f"ic: 
ulty was that locomotive staff was ageing; the skilled drivers were ap_p_t_Qaching retiring 
age, and there r1as little or no hope of younger men. being able to follow them. 

* * * * * * 
The Public Meeting of interested persons called for 2nd April at Douglas (see 11News"40) 

resulted in the formation of the Steam Railv,ay Society, which has submitted a memorandum, 
of which the following is a brief summary, to the Island's Transport Commission. 

The Society believes that if a pr-a ctri.cab Le scheme could be evolved to keep all or part 
of the railweyrurn1i.."1g, it would be advantageous, to the Ls Iand , At the moment, the Society 
has not had time to get to grips with the problem, or to state what the chances might be of 
evolving such a scheme. It does, however, :geel that by applying the principles underlying 
the operation of other narrow-gauge railv;eys: such as the Talyllyn and the Festihiog, co at s 
of operation couLd be kept considerably lovrer than is the case with a tre.nsport company 
operating for normal commercial considerations. The Society is not critic.ising the :tsle of 
Man Railway Company, which has; no obligation to regard wider issues than the commercial 
viability of the ent er-pr-i.ae and the interests of its shareholders. 

One of the main reasons w hyiourists come to the Island is held to be its "difference". 
The Society believes that the I.M.R. is one the items which s0ntitute this differamce,. Its 
closure might well reduce t hc number of visitors· to the Ts Land , and would also have an 

~effect on the numbers visiting the resorts outside Douglas. At the same time, road conges­ 
tion would be increased: the comparative lack of this is one the Island's attractions. 

The Society considers that the suddenness of the closure has not left time for all the 
issues to b0 discussed. It suggests that as an interim measure, the Company should be 

iindenmified by Tymrald aga ins't any losses which might be incurred by running a service 
in 1966. The provision of services this summer, even on a reduced scale, could thus. be 
assured, while time would be ga:hled to discuss possible permanent solutions to the problem, 
and: to finding a me an s of saving the railway from extinction. This one year subsidy would 
probably cost no more than £8,000 to £10,000. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
The May issue of "Modern Tramway" inaludes an illustrated article (which even includes 

a photo of the 0-6-0T CALEDONIA in action on snow-clearance in 1963) "iFiilJ'.. the I.M .R. 
re-open?" by .r.H.Price, considering the various possibilities. Mr Price inclines to tile 
view that if one line can be saved, it shouild be the Peel line; his arguments seem very 
reasonable but are too long to discuss here. He· states that Mr Lamlld.en had hoped to keep 
the railway operating until at least 1973 (the cemtenary), but the appalling condition of 
the track f'or-ced him to reo:onsidcr this. Latterly it was hoped to keep the Port Erin line 
running for a time; after suspened.on of services on 15th Movember , c onsiderablc work was 
done on the Port Erin line, all the P.U.sta.ff' being concentrated there up to the: end of 
.Tanuary, and carried to and from wo rk daily by the ro.ilcars. 


