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«REA NOTES & NiWSs

Leeds urea: area Secretary:— R.&l.Redman, 11, Outwood Walk, Horsforth, Nr. LEEDS.
Meetings are held at Headingly Hill Church Rooms, Headingly lane, LEEDS.6. (The
entrance is in Cumberland Road) at 7.45 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. start.

Friday, Mapch lst. "Going Back a Bit", by Ken Hartley. Recollections of almost 30 years
of travel and photography on the narrow gauge in the British Isles.

Friday, april 5th. "The Lynton & Barnstuple Railway", by Henry Holdsworth. The
construction, development, und history of one of Britains most
interesting narrow gauge lines.

Friday, May 3rd. "dembers evening". You are invited to bring along your slides and
photographs — projection equipment will be available.

Report of leeting.

On February lst Vic Hutton, aided and abettel by Geoff Lumb, took the floor tc
give us one of the most interesting evenings we have enjoyed for some time. A fine
collection of slides covering the decline of the Irish narrow gauge from 1939 to 1562
was displayed, abhd described in great detail by Vie, who livened the description by
many amusing anecdotes of their travels. The ‘est Clare and County Donegal Railways
were particulsasrly well covered, and it was unusual to see so many views of track - 1iftir
and stock lying about awaiting disposal — subjects so often neglected. . The industrial
systems of Bord na liona and Guinness were also featured, «nd the whole evening superbly
rounded off by views of the exccllent collection in Bgifaqt Transport fuseum, and the
superbly restored test Clare 0-6-2T on its plinth at Ennis.
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London & Southern isrea: Area Secretary:— J. W. Langley, 14, Kynaston Road, THORITON
HisnTH, Sufrcy.
Meetings are held at Keen House, Calshot Street, LONDON .N.1., at 6.30 p.m. for 7.00.p.m.

Wednesday, darch 27th. Area annual General Meeting.,

Wednesday, &pril 24th. To be arranged.
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SOCIATY ANNUAL GelluRal MESTING.

The Society annual General lweting will be held this year in BIRMINGHaM, our
hosts being the Birminghum & ridlands area, on Saturday May 4th or May 1lth. The
business mecting will commence at 2.00 pem., until 5.066 p.m, when there will be a
breck for tvi, and will be followed in the evening by a film show of narrow gauge
intercst from 6.06 p.m. until 8.00 p.m. We hope that all members will make 2 special
effort to nttend this meeting, and have the opportunity to mect the 3ociety Committec,
and members frem other parts of the country. Final dctails of the days proegromme,
apgenda, and evening show will be enclesed with the april issuc of Narrow Gauge Hews.
Items for discussion on the iAgenda must be submitted te the Hon. Scercotary in writing
to arrive not later than march 318t

I..D. O. FREW, 52, Broouficld ave., Nowton Mcarns, GL.SGOW. )
J. Ww. MIDDLEMASS, 10, Highlands svenue, LiwTHERHEALD, Surrcy. )
X =PR&TT 18 St.James Road, hgfbastoz BIRMI‘CHHU. el Changes of address.
M. BUSS EL ulbh Housc, Clupuon~¢n~GoruwnJ, Somcrset. )
T. DODG LSuON, 11, Ferrers Close, SHEFFIELD. 9. )



NOvINATIONS FOR COuinITTiin < .

Nominations are invited for the follewing Conmittec posts:
Hon. Secrotary.
Hone Trosnsurcr.
{Hen. Librarian.
{Hon. Preservation Sceretary. ¢

Five Ordinary Mombers to fill Y =5 . Ay
e v ik (Hone Miguzine Editor.

the following sts: . gl S °
% 7, P (Heno Hews fditor.
{Hon. Publications Officer. =

Hominations should be submitted in writing, duly propesed nd secomded, and sent
to the Hon. Seerctary, 13, Quorry Cluse, Brockholes, HUDDERSFIELD, Yorks, to arrive not %§
later than riurch 3lst.

Nominaticms arc alsc requested for twe Hon. auditors, to be submitted as above. ®
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DR ING LIST,

In view of the number of drawings held by the various membors of the Seeicty, it
wis decided last year to aks all members to scarch their records, and advise R.N.Redmun
of what drawings they have, withdetails of approx. size, scale, and whether they would
pe willing te allow them out on loan for a short peried for copying. In this way we
can build up o comsiderable collecticn of drawings, copics of which cain benlaced in the
Library «nd made available to members for maaclilnh ind rescarch purpescs. 4 list of
some 90 druawings has already been compiled, and mem vaS whe were unable to answer the
previcus appeal arce aksced to check now, md advise Ron accordingly.
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NUTES AHD HAHS,

Ravengl iss & kskdoale Radlway. from Keith Stretche

Fer the first time for many years { cver 30 ), 1 winter scrvice is being .
operated.  One train is operated in each direction deily, loaving Dalegarth at 7.45 aum.,
and returning from Ravengluass at 4.40 p.m. Note that the scrvice beglns and ends at d
the upper terminus of the line - Dalegarth — and that the times arc "liable to alteration”
From spril 17th an additional train runs on lednesdays and Fridays only, ieaving

Ravcbglass at 2.40 p.m., and returning from Dule,artn at 3.35 p.in. “ie shall be
interested te learn how this service has fared in the oxtrome weather conditicns during®
the winter. ¢

The summer scrvice runs from Good Friday to Baster Monday inclusiwe, and again
starting ilay 16th ( this may be a misprint fur tioy 18th as the winter sorvice is
shown as ruuning until “ednesday, #ay 17th). The full scrvice is as follows:

8
Ravenglass  dep: 94807 * 1120 dRed Ve  S.40° 4,590, ‘6525, )

3 . ) WEEKDAYS.
Dalegarth dep: T7idde 950, 125008, Lladbe J.30: 525 )

54
Ravengloss  deps 11.20. 2.40. 4.30. 6.10.)

A As ) SUn ;JA.LO .

dalegarth dep: 9.45 12.10 Taile eie )

S - Saturduys only.

X - Libble to alteraticn.

A - "The Rambler". July 7th to Septomber 15th enly.
The journcy time varics between 39 and 45 minutes. Eskdale Green is a request stop for
mest trains, and Beckfout has roverted to "sct dewn only' on Ravenglass - Dalegarth
trains, and 'Pick up ¢nly® on Dulcgarth - Ruvengluss trains. The 5.25 frem Dalegarth
is the only trains which stops it tancaster Mill, to set down pussengers for the bus
to whitchavene The summner scrvice continucs until Scptomboer 20th, wfter which therc >
is a fortnight ;xp before the wintor scrvice starts on Octeboer 14th.

TRl Io16 91618 €18 STaTEI0 AeTatatetn
AMOTHIER 1 HaRRCY! GuUGs LIl TO OPLil, <
On Saturday, wspril Oth, the Bicton Vieodl wnds Ruilway will open<for traffics The
line is being coperated by the Clinten Deven ustates in Bicton Girdens, s:me 2% ‘milés
north of Budleigh Snlterton, n the w376 road from Exmeouth to Tewton Poppleford.
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The line is 18" gauge, and was laid last year. The stock come from the Royal arsenal
Ruilway, at Woolwich, and will therefore afford the opportunity of seeing the equipment
of this seldom viskted linc. dotive power is STEAl boinz provided by an 0-4-0T
WOOLWICH, Avonside 1748/16, one of a butch of sixteen supplicd in that year. It was
last survivor of the once huge stock of stcum loco which operated at wWoolwich, and was
obtdined by Messrs. &.L.Pitt and Co.Ltd., of Bracklcy, the well known dealers of locos
and railway equipment, who incident:lly, still have the Peckett 0-6-0ST MESOZOIC from
R.P.C.i4. Southum in their yurd. WOOLWICH has been overhiuled for service ot Bieton,
and being o huge engine for uny standards, let nlonc 18", should look most imprussive
in operation. a booklet on the linc is in preparétion, md we hope to give further
details of this and the linc in later issucs.

In vicw of the above &t is intcrusting to refiect on thp revival of nurrow gauge
passcnger lines during the last twenty ycars, ot the end of the Jar only the Talyliyn
struggled on until it was jeincd by the Valc of Rhcidol. Tnvn, in 1955 came the
‘reopening of the Festiniog Railwny, and in 1960 the first now line to be opencd since
the dshover Light came on the scunc — the Lincolnshirce Ceoust Light Railwaye. How in
1963 thesc four will be joincd by the Welshpool und Lianfair Licht, and the Bicton

Joadlands Railway!
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PuDARN RallviaY.

Messrs. Fittrail Ltd., have rcecntly comploted the trick lifting of the 4'0" gauge
linc from the Dinorwic Quariics at Llanboris to Port Dinerwic, and arc offering the
two Hunslet Locos. from the linc for sale for prescrvation. The locos in quustion are
DINURWIC and abMiLTHan, and for anyonc intercsted weigh about 213 tons.

NORTH BRITISH CARVE-UP.

The liquidator of the North British Locomotive Co.Ltd., who it will rcealled went
out of busincss last ycar, has announced the sale of half the Campany's Qucens Park
Works, in Glasgew to thce Board of Trude. The Quecns Park Plant was formerly occupiud
by Sharp Stewart & Ce.Ltd.
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MORE NOTIS ON RUSSIA. ( See also B.G.N. No. 11 and 12) by Keith Stretche.

according to "Russian Steam Locometives by I¢ Fleming and Price, the darrow
gauge lines of #stonia and Lithuania arc of 75 ecm. (2'93") gauge. Latvia has both
60 cme (1°113") cnd 79 cm. guuges, and a small mileage of mvtrc gwuge. The South “estern
Railway system around Vinnitsa is metre gaupe, and so are the Tumskayu—-Ryazan,Khanino-
Tula lines, and the narrow gauge branch of the Caucasiwm railway. The West Siberian
braneh from Buluyevo is beleived to be 79 em. The isolated Dudinka — Norilsk line in
north Sibcria, ( not included in the timetables) has been converted from 75 cme to 50"
gauge. ( The beok "Berius Gardens" huas some detnils of this line.) The State Roilways
arc believed to hive some 600 to 800 narrew ghuge steam locos, including post war
0-8-0 tender locos, as wcll.as pre war 0-10-0, 2-8-0, 2-6-2, 'nd 2-6-0 locos in the
Baltic States. The mijority of thesc arc .lso tender loccs. New bogic diesel locos
are now being built in the USSR and Czechoslovikia for service in the Baltie States,
There are believed to be about 2,000 75 cm. giuge locos on forestry lines, and
building of thesc comntinued in mxst Germrny after all steam construction for the USSR
State Railways ccased. The stundard loec is the familiar 0-8-0 tender loco which also
operates cn muny of the 'Pioncer Railwuys'. 584 were built in Finlond in 1946 - 51,
and others by Maivag of Hungary, and Bast German builders. The Scvict Gevernment wished
te place an order for scveral hundred ~f this type with the North British Locomotive
Coe in 1948, but difficultivs over the 'balance of payments' unfortunntely eaused the
diversion of the crder to Hungarye The 75 cm. system arcund Kaliningrad { formerly
Binigsberg in Bust Prussia) has been dismantled, but the loeo steck prebably survives
cn forcstry railways. There arce known tc be quite a fow other narrew gauge industrial
lincs, cnce known being <f 3°'0"( 914 mm) guge.

The bock alss menticns the railway from Kagun te Bukhara, formerly the Bmir's
private railway. It appours that this has been c¢loscd, for although it is shown on the
1961 timctable map, it docs not appoar in the tables.

HUNGuRY

Tho currcnt { May 1962 = Muy 1963 ) Hungarion Timetable shews 1197 km. ( 745 mls.)
of narrcw guwge linc ("KVSKvnynyomk?zﬁ Vi sut") with passcnger scrvices, divided mmong
three different cwners, lthough it is not stated what gouge these lines uarc, it can be
safecly assumcd that the majerity is of the 76 em. gawge virtually universal in the
former Austro—Hungarian Bupire.
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Magyar allwvasutuk. ( Hungarion State Railways).  Have 1025 I, (642 mls.) of narrow
gauge, of which 471 km. (295 mls.) are classified us 'light railway'. This total is
made up of 28 seperate sections scattered all over the country. 18 of these are
isolated lincs without branches, and the biggest connectcd netwowk — 228 km.( 142 mls) "¢
of which 95 km.(59 mls.) are light railway, is in the south cast of the country round
L8k8shdza and Croshiza. another large nctwork is in the north cast around Sdrospatuk
and Nylregyhdza, but is split into two portions of 92 km.( 58 mls.) und 115 km.(72 mis.) <
by the River Tisza bt Balsa. This network is the only one on which raileurs are used,
(apart from the 12 km.(74 mls.) Childrens Pionecr Railwny it Szechenyi-hegy on the out—
skirts of Budapest, und railears work nll passebger scrvices except for one. The
shortest line is is the 9 km.(5% mls.) Eresi(iarx Squarc) — Eresi {Station) - §
Rdckervsztdr, which would appudar to be a steam tramway, with on average of ten trains
daily. Onc linc, Kipuvir - Osli, und branch { 29 km -~ 125 mls.) is odd in that it is
completely seperatced from the rest of the MaV, as isstandard gauge conncction is with
the only riilway to run on both sidcs of the Iron Curtain -~ the GyBr-SoprBn-tbenfurt
railway. Scrvices on that narrow gauge arc generilly frequent but slow, the average
speed being about 12 mep.h., although ~ few lincs ~chicve 20 m.p.h. On a fuw lincs
there is a wide scasonal variation in scrvices, whilc enc particular 11 km.( 6% mls.)
linc with a scrvice only on Tucsduys and Fridays, and 2 3 km.{ 2 mls.) branch with a
service only on "Summcr Sundays, School Holidays'", und 2 lomg list of particular datese
The light railways arc curioids in the fact that they scem to have far morc stationms,
and far less halts than the othor railways, nd scveral would appear to have non-
passcnglr branches, for o lot of stations have the word &lagadas ( junction ) in thoir
name.  Some of these stations are mercly numbered c.ge 18 &s 25 cldpadas.
ALLAMI BERDET VASHTAK(State Forest Railways). It can bo prusumed that besides the 14
lines scattercd over the country with passpur scervices (163 km.-102 mls.) there are
others for freight only. Four lines have branches, ounly conncets with an MaV narrow gauge
linc, but the rust arc isolated. Most have one or two trains on wedkdays only, with :
cxtra trains on cortain days in summer. The Mestongy8-FelsbBRok line has trains on Tucsday
and Friday only; thc PAlhdza—-KBkapu linc daily in summcr and Tucsdays and Fridays only
in winter; FolsBtArkdny-Stimcezhdz troins 3 days weckly in summer; while the Miskele~
Garadna line has trains 3 Qays .weekly in.winter, daily trains in summer, cxcept on some
Sumnmer Sundays when it is served by six trains! The two lines from GyBngyls (to
Lajoshdza,12 km (75 mls) and MAtraffired, Jkii. (4% mls.), although a *Pioncer Railway' hassg
a 3.days 1 weck scrviec on the former, and daily scrviec on the lattcr.
HoricovBloyi Tporvasht has onc Ykm.{5imls.) linc fros Sajészontpdter to Haricabinya, in ®
the ‘north, with six troins 4 .ily, plus sonc shert workinpgs and 'ecertain days only!' tmins.I
Juprncytiic in 45 r.inutos.
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BOOK REVIKW: 'The Glyn Vallcy Tramway', by D.Ll.Davics. 60 pp.,21 photos, Map. 7 plans.

This is 2 most intceresting and well written book. iMr. Davies has obviously earricd
out u grcat deal of painstaking and acecurate rescarch. Of speeinal intcerest is the account
of the carly cvents which led to the construction. Both the factual history and
financinl backyround to the events is very well covercd, and full detnils of the locos
and rollifg stock is includcd. The illustrations arc more than adequate, nnd many have
not appearcd before. Onc slip is the transposition of pages 45 and 46 in the toxt, but
theocontoxt is still causy to follew. To have collceted toguther such A history of a line
so long gonc is quitc an achiewvement, and rr. Dovies descerves our conpgratulations and
thoriks. REL.
This book is availeble {ror the Society Publication Bfficer - D.S.Pitkin, 34 Durham Roadg
Luton, .Bcds. at 12/6 post free, who will also supply "The Bounty Doncgal Railways”, by
Z.M. Patterson, ut 30/~ post free.

0000000060 00co000

e #ive a hearty welcome to the following lew bMembers:
R.C.OREISTON~CHANT, 17,Roscleigh ave., Burnoge, MaCHESTER.1Q,

¢

T.i STEVENSON, 15, tust Hill Roud, LICASTER. o
R. CROOCK, 1, Caubridsge Terrace, FOLKESTONL, Kent. L.
L. S. BROWH, Putncy, Vernmont, U.JS.a. ' é
D.J .WROTTESLLEY, 48, uvarrington Croes.,Paddington, LOHDON. 1.9,

. S. TONKS. 87, Sunnymcad Road, South Yirdlcy, BIRMINGHAM. 26.

F. w, ST.uiFORD, 9, HeGregor Strect, Caturbury, £ 7, Victoria, Austfalia.

Major R. J. WaDE,R.B. "Rotherficld", Copley oy, T DWORTH, Surrcy. S
H. JEFFRYLS, 92, Ccidar Drivon CHICHESTER, Sussox. P
B. K. BWLES, 14, .ildrychc Road, HNURWICH, HOR.06.R. dorfolk.

F.dv VRILS, Sloturmcurlasn 1517, LMSTERDsM, W.2, Netherlands.

fond i e S R 74, St.Jaucs Road, BRIDLINGTON, YOrks.

M. SKUNDERS, 4, Jdcsthill Crescont, PaIGHTON, Dovon.

P. SHOLSMITH, 60, Station Road, Kings liorton, BIRMINGH.M. 30.

T. GIBSOH, "Tumblers", Shamley Green, GUILDFCRD, Surrcy. ) Junicrs

Y

3. TATHAM, Beehive School, 68, Wellington Road, TAUNTON, Somcrsct.)
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