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We often come across members of our Society 'Having a 1110o.n' that 
they don·'t get enough out of the Society. 

This I suppose happens in other Societies with a membership as far-flung 
as the N.G.R.S. Since the beginning of 1959 THREE Areas have been in oper­ 
ation individually holding ,,:eetings and visits periodically with the view in 
mind that members living within reasonably easy access to these Areas can get 
together monthly or bi-monthly as the case may be, thereby increasing member­ 
ship, meeting the 'other' fellow', gaining knowledge etc., etc., 

The three Areas, as most of you will no doubt know, are LEEDS, LONDON and 
BIRMINGHAM. 

EDITORIAL 

Membership has definitely increased in these Areas recently, and are 
really well established, so if YOU think that it is about time you got more 
for your money, take a trip along to your nearest Area meeting place, i£ you 
are too far away from any of them, well, why not have a go at forming another I Area in your locality. 

That's al.l, 
Ed. 

I COMMITTEE There wera no changes in the Committee again at the A.G.M. The 
only thing happening of note was the resignation, due to tremend­ 

ous pressure of business, of Mr. H. Holdsworth. For full details please· see 

I A.G.M. Minutes enolosed with this issue. 

AREA NOTES 

I LEEDS AREA Around fi:fteen members assembled on Friday evening of the 29th .May 
to enjoy a talk given by Peter Halton on his beloved Colorado, and 

Mid-Vestern 36" gause l.ines. An epidiasoope had been hired - at an exorbit­ 
ant fee - for this evening and with the able assistance of Ron Redman and 

I Henry Holdsworth about 200 photos of every conceivable item of these .wonderful. 
•roads' were illustrated. 

A very pleasant evening which ended all too soon, and was thoroughly 

I appreciated by all present. 

NEX'r MEETDKh Friday, 26th June, ?.30 start. 
- Slide show by Eric Blakey or the Huddersfield Railway circle. 

1 
Future meetings to be arranged at this next meeting. 
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LONDON AREA. 
Our member-s have staffed stands o.t both. the Orpington and Northolt r,i .R, 

Clubs' E~hi,bitions and have .g i.ve n the Society good publicity. 

The· next meeting is on· Saturday 5th &ipternber and will be a "Member's 
Evening". Would Members ple.o.se let ·Mr. John know in advance if they· ar-e 
o.ble to show photogro.phs e t c , I on the e p i s co pa , This is ot 6~30 r:i,,rn·.;· for 
7 p.m. o.t The Railway Tavern, Liverpool Street, E.C.2, · 

PUBLICATICNS ----· 
Would mernbe r-s please note ti1.:i.t only co rr-e spo ndenco \,.i.'.;.h rer,;a:.:d to t>:::. 

subject mo.tte:.:- of our- News:;:,oet, the Nar-r-ow Go.nge arid o t hor- Plihl:1.cotions 
should be r.:.:;.c~,) "ci::,Jct to t ne l:~ditcr .. s I whiJ.st alJ!. quoz-Los with regc.rd. to norr- · 
delivery, changa of addr~s~ end rc~~~sts for pu~Jicntions ctt~, shou~~ be 
sc nc direct to t hc Ho n , 8Ac1"0ts~y at 23 c:~---~:-~·s·-A'':lY1, \'Jest Euling1 \l~·l.:5~! n~ 
~·~~r,_ pub Li.ca t i.o n-s cr e d.i.::patr,hcd by r:l.n, 

Late Dispntch c( ·':h-is Issue. 

·:1e regret t.hat this issue is a 1-l.; !,,_,: ·lute due to illness in the Editor's 
fnm:i.~. We ars p Le as ad to suy .·that Li:~ c:,i1.ci.1\1·r. ''o.re now woll'agai.ri.. The 
Mo.r;azin3 r;J.::l.Y o.~ . so be unavo i.dab ly de l:,;;,·ed: d.;_,:CJ -'.-.c tr-:) Pr-i nt1ng. Dispute. Your- 
Committee ar-e C:.,in3 o.11 thc-,y cn·,1 ~" u1iniH.:.;c 'the de.' . cs , 

ISLF.: OF MAN VISIT There ar-c. st.:.} 1. a tew :-:sri.tLl lo::.'t fo:.:· the o.i:..• trip from· 
J.-~~s1 to tha Isle cf Man to be ~eld Ye ado n Air por-f, 

on Sa.turdD.y, September 5th 1959. 

The Air /Coo.eh ·Fare'· will be :i n the 1-<.i~ i.on of £Li:, and those members. wish­ 
ing to be. included on this trip s houl •l C-Y:,.to. •• t t,;·,e Leeds 1\reo. Agent: 
R.N.Redmo.n, 11 Outwoo d Walk, Hor-s r ort h , -Leeds? as soon as pos_sible. 

--··· ---··. -- . - . --·---· 

NARROV/ GAUGE R.ULVlAYS REGIS'.L:~R A,1 :ttternpt 5.s boi ng nade viith the -obj~ctive. 
i ') rii.nd of comp:,J.in:3 D. comp Le t.o list of 

narrow gauge Li.ne s which are ei the,' i n- opez-r.t.i.on , oz\J(i.,funct which are. oper- 
ating or have operated in the Brit.it:h Is~.es_. . . "'· ,,, 

Information r-e qui.r-e d wi_ll ba :i.,, t•1e s t.ati s ti.c aj, .. cnt-egory initio.11.y, e.-g •. , 
Gauge, location, _track. ,len.i;_;th, mot.Lvo p,)W'cr,. n;,imber, ·ro-i1ing ·s·tock~, whan -· 
aband,;>ned, etc. · · · · ' ,. 3 

~ .. ....> 
Mr. ,Sydaey A., Leleux,_ of 7 Langham PlD.ce, Northcr:ipton, has agreed to 

• ·, • • • •• , .1. , ,.;.: ,· , ·-.;, • • : .- • ~ • , ,. • 
receive Lnror-mat.Lon regarding the Souther·n no.lf·· of· the ··conritry ~- ·that -a s all 
lines south of the Southern borders of the- following·C'.olint:uest · L.:i:ne'olrishire.;;f,,. 
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire; Staffor.e.shir.e .a.ml. Ghes:1ir'?.• · , ···.-L: .. i :.,·:J · 

~he Edit~r .~ill be ·p1'.eas~d to h~{;;dfi~the Northern·Area, jr.io,ludi~-s~~t:~-~ 
land, and a st.crt, has beon·rt::·.0,'.)··w:.Lt1t·this·in view;,· ': • ::-.,--L 

Ev0r.tually boo s Jc.rs will be published as co:nplete as possible, and there 
will be a,·::d.b.hJ.e supplements published periodically. 
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Thes~ ~ill ~ )llade av.ai1ab1e. to 111eml)ers. in .due course, and detai1s will 

be settled as the work proceeds. 

WELSHPOOL & LLANFAJR From Mr. ·s. c. Haynes of Brentwood, Essex, 
Being an account of detai1s observed during a visit 

in August of last year. 

A J.ist was made of a11 the N.G. wagons at· Welshpool, and is as far as 
known, correct. Most of the stock seemed in a usable .condition, except for o 
one of the bolsterst which was lying wrecked. 

The Brake Van was notable for the number of broken windows it had and it 
appears that· souvenir hunters had been busy, judging by the number of axlebox 
covers missing. 

Track was in fair condition between Welshpool and Castle Caernion, where 
the traction engine still reposes in the station •.. 

WAGONS IN WELSHPOOL YARD: 

OPENS: °54143/54/7/61/66/4710., 71545/51/1610/55/68/80/93/4/7 
7i702/28/30/8343/9. 

VANS. 10o664-6 
CATTLE VANS . 38088/9 
BRAKE VANS 8755/9 
OPEN SHEEP WAGONS 7.6.9/84160/3 
FLAT WAGONS 716ll./7174 
BOLSTERS Two unidentifiable. 
PLATELAYERS(?) TROLLEY. (Off track near shed.) 

Mr. Haynes has a number of photographs available for ~ale. to members who 
·maybe interes-ted1 which were taken during his visit; for further information 
and details contact Mr. s. c. Haynes, Otmay House, Brentwood• Essex. 

========================= 
VALE OF RHEIDOL RAILWAY Mr. A.E~Rimmer of Petts ilqod, Kent, has supp1ied 

us with a few notes on this,line.;· along with a 
1959 official timetable are the following det~ils: This year's timetable has 
been out slightly, the 10 a.m. train does not start 4ntil July l3th., and the 
evening train runs on Wednesdays ONLY, as against Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
of last year. A1so the evening fare has been discontinued and the day fares 
increased to 3/6. 

The o:ffioial Paddington figures for passenge-rs .. cio.rrie-d last year was 
27,4131 they could do with a little publicity if this line Ls to. survive. 

Copy of British Railway~ official timetnb1e, 
May 16th to september 12th 1959 

A A B A C D. 
a.m. a.m~ p.m. p.m. p.m. .p.in •. 

ABERYSTWYTH dep. 10 0 1SX4.5 2 0 2 30 5 45 2 15 
LLANBADARN dep. 10 7 1SX52 2 7 2 37 5 52 2.2? 
DEVIL'S BRIDGE arr. 11 0 2SX45 3 o 3 30 6 45 3 15 



A A B A C 
a..m. p.m. p.m. p.m. . p.m. 

DEVIL'S BRIDGE dep. 11 45 ~sxo 4 0 5 50 8 O 
LLANBADARN arr. 12 39 4SX54 4 54 6 45 8 55 
ABERYSTWYTH arr. 12 45 5SXO 5 0 6 50 9 O 

p 
p.r,1 • 
430 
5 24 
.5 30i 
------···--· 

Departure from platform adjacent to main station. 
A - Commences July 13th. B - Runs May 16th to July 
C - Wednesdays only July 15th to August 26th incl. 
D - Runs May 17th and July 19th to September 6th. 
SX- Saturdays excepted. 

.L -. ! ,~:: .. 
11th inol. 

'"! --~ . 

NOTE: A copy of the above timetable was sent recently, b~ the Publicity 
Department of British Railways (W.R.) plus publicity ma'terial to 
the Leed& Area. 

=============~=============== 

SOCIETY STAND AT THE M.R.C. EXHIBITION. By F. J. McMillan. 

The Society was given a 9ft by 5 ft. Stand at the recent Model Railway 
Club Exhibition. Our own display v/o.s adjacent to the Tal.-y-llyn, Ffestiniog, 
ll,nd the M.R.c•s own Narrow Gauge sect.Lo'n, 

Ranged across the stand were five tiers of narrow gauge model.s, staring 
o.t the top with a complete 16 mm scale Vo.le of Rheidol train. 

Other notable items were a 4 mm scale F & B train mounted upon a timber 
bridge, a D & R.G.WQ 2-8-2, W.H.R. 'RUSSELL' a double-headed To.1-y-ll.yn train, 
and a selection of typical rolling stock of the quarry type. 

Curious items from the G.V.T., L.&.B.R., and the Croesr were shown 
together with suitable posters taken (Vlith permission) from live N.G. systems. 
The second N.G.R.S. Handbook was on sale, together with a selection of post­ 
cards •. A wide choice of N.G. transparencies were also on view, very kindlY 
loaned by Mr. John Davies. 

Although from the financial angle, the.show was not as sucoessful as we 
would have hoped :f'or, there were a large number of enquiries by ~~pi;·i~t~r­ 
ested in joinfa.q the Society. Our thanks are due to those who kindlY loaned 
exhibits, and to the helpers on the stand, and last, but not least, our hosts, 
1he Model Railway Club. 

============================== 
BACK NUMBERS OF 'NARROW GAUGE' 

All back numbers of the 'NARROW GAUGE' have now been sold, but due to 
members' interest, it is proposed to produce a •Supplement' containing all 
the interesting articles from earlier. issues; if. there is the demand for it. 

Certain articles which have appeared al.so in the London & S.E. Area 
Newsheet would al.so be included. Price would be approximately 3/6 per copy. 
So would anyone interested in purchasing a copy of such a supp lement. please 
contact the Hon. Publications Ofi'ioer; by postcard as soon as possible. 
Address, W.J.K.Davies, Merton Court, Sidcup1 Kent. 
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By Edgar T. l1h3ad, /1lember~ N.G.R.S. New York, u.s .. A. 
Victims of highway tro.nsportation,_ are. the once far-flung network of Nar-r-ow 

Guuge Railroads of North J\m,:;rico., 

In the United Stat.es, only a bare 300 miles· of 36" gauge remain of the once II mighty Denver & Rio Grande Wester·n· nar-r-ow gauge Empire. 

~ The Southern. Pacific mo.into.i.ns a g,rnnt ·70 miles of 36" line not f'nr- from 
Dc a t h Valley, Cal:1..fornia. But,. the . ve~y p'i nr.ac Le of American narrow gauge rail- 
r-o ad.i.ng still remains open for summsr- tourist traffic namely, the Arri.ma s Gorge j.J line of the D.&.H.G.r!. bc twee n ;::,..,rngo o.·,:d Silverton, Colorado. Southern Fac i.f'Lo JJ has Lamerrt ab Ly app Li.c d to ru1s'.1inr:ton f'o r- permission to free itself of its remain_:· 
ini; s Lim g augc -conmi.t.rno nt s , a nd _o.J.''!)..;t o.ny spri.ng s now , or rock slide could wipe 

1.1 out the Arri mo s G0r5e route. 

[ Mear.r,hile, sorio 20 large 2-8. 29s r-un-b Le over the D.&.R,G.V!., and a !,_; ton 
di.csel shares corn~nny with o. s~all 4-6-0 on the s.r•s Keeler Branch, 

I. Elsewhere, a l,a,.;:L'ul of' in~usr:::·.·-ul n:;r~o·N gnugo 1·0.iJ_~-0~,ds. o.1'e,. o per-a t e d , most 
~ or ~hi.eh ~~a ~ow cc~ve~t~0 to d ~eel opcro.tion. Steel mil~s in F1.ttsburgh, 

copper- re:."iaerics in l:0v1 Je1 .. "9:y1 _c'J.o.,y µ:.ts in I:~·ii:rnu c.n:l gyp,;u:1 bc rts in Co.li::orr;io., 

I o.11 h::i..ve ma i.nt.a'i.no d 1.:0.ri-ov:· g. auge cys toras of surprising ccmp l ex.i.t.y a nd inspiring 
mi::i.eo.30 in g augo s r-c .• 15in5 f'r-on '.2 ';", 30" to 36" o.n::1. wider. Coal mines a Lo ng the 
Apoluc:1io.r.:; LtiJ.i.-:0c. a v2::>,ty of g:;.u2;es, although a clear r.mjority v1er~ fou_r- 
co up i.c d s t e an , die.,:_ (1nc:. ~ '.ectri0. mine mules. The last of tL.:: r.cr-r-ow gauge 

I loge;3.q~ •roads! i::; still. o,.ie,:,.~cd ::.n -~b.a o.fforested Sierro..; in c __ 1;_forn.io, whe r-e 
the Pi.cker-Lng Lunlx, · Co, ta.1'.',:,H:~, c. holf-doze~ powe cf'u L ~hay--gonrod. locos •. The 
nar-r-ow gauge Argent Lumt c r C:), ..• n South Carolina, lo.st or a hundr-e d s uch lines 
in the South, c;.ri:-t:,ilo<.l scrv.:.-;-:-.; a yeo.r or so back for its quai.r.t ! . ..:.,1C.:ful of I 2-6-o a nd 2-8--0 2..'.'co:· oH. ve s , 

~ I~ the coming 1,·co.lm of privately owned a nd operated n~r~ow c;ouge raiJ.:'oo.~s 
a co ns a.de r-ab Ly happi._,r s t.o i-y con be told. Stenm opero.ted -1-J.nos owned by indiv- 
iduals, hobby c Lubs , arid modern m,11,sement parks ar-o now thriving in California, 

I ~o~t~ °,ak:ta, Mas sc.ohuso t t s , Loud.sunn and New Jersey, with other new ones rapidly 
Join --~, t he trend. 

To a great ex i.orrt , it is a r-a-:e aga i.ns t time, s i nce the r-e mo.i ni.ng narrow 

I gnue;e engines ore bo i.ng ste:::wj 1.y eliminated by deterioration and scrapping. The famous D'i.s ncy Land in C:ili-!orn.ia, and the Edo.vi1le in /.Lsso.chusetts have 
tended to set the h i.g he s t, sto.:~'.iard, Ar-ou nd t ho country little I no.rrow gauge 

I c~:ls:_are gr~d~o.l~y being or30.nis~d, ·a recent example ~e~ng a group operating vn~h rive engines in three gauge s ·1eo.r New Orleans, Lou+ s i.ana , 

I 
Canada avoided the development of a nar-r-ow gauge complex, except in ro.ther 

specific instances. The ncr-r-ow gauge lines on I'r i.nco Edwar-d Island wer-e standard 
gauged a generation o.go, n Lt.ho ugh the 316" go.uge Canadian N::tiono.l operated lines 
in Newfoundlo.nd continue to prosper. 

In Ontario the Huntsville o.nd Leko of Bnys serves a satisfying volume of 
t.ouri s t s during the summertime, c n-t the :, poi::to.culo.1· Hhi to Pas s and Yukon couples 
splend.id par-Lourc-o bservation c ar-s to its mountain goat mixed tro.ins. 
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South of the Rio Grande, narrow gauge railroo.ds exist in three bo.sic 

areas; (1) The former Interoceanico lines betv,een Mexico City and Puebla, 
(2) The extensive network of the Yucatan Railways, and (3) The Coo.huila & 
Zo.tateoas Railway in the mining district near Saltillo. Outside frame 2-8-0 
oil-burners form the backbone of the Interoceanico and British-controlled 
Coahuila lines, whereas a great welter of 4-4-o, 2-6-o and 4-6-o engines 
power the remote routes in the Yucatan. Several short narrow gauge mining 
railroads exist to connect mines with smelters, o.nd the ma.parity of these 
utilise both steam and diesel motive power, dependant on the volume of min­ 
ing activity. 

Each of the two newest states; Al.asko. and Hawaii, possess narrow gauge 
railroads, in each case representing vestiges of former operations. The 
narrow gauge Sewo.rd reninsula R.R. in Alaska once employed geared steam locos, 
to serve the gold camps, but the 'road is now operated by the State Highvmys 
Department and anyone owning, a ro.ilbus is free to travel the full length of 
the line, 

Once upon a time the Oahu Railway all but encircled the capital island 
with a relatively modern 36" go.uge system serving the sugar and pineapple 
plantations. The system bas shrunk to a mere wharf and warehouse facility, 
and one of the engines was shipped, along with a few cars, to California last 
year. These were for use on a museum line operated by the City of Los Angeles. 

HANDBOOKS: 
Handbook No.1 Pike Foyle & Co, Lt.d , , is now sold out o.nd completely 

out of print. 

Salzkammergutlokqbahn 2nd Impression is now avaiJ..D.ble at 3s-Od 
post free. 

Parish's Loam Ouo.rries, Erith, Kent, although ~alf 
the first edition has now been sol,d, further co_pies 
can be obtained at 3s-Od post free to members and 
3s-6d post free to non-members. 

Handbook No.2 

All are obtainable from the Hon. Secretary: 

c. H. John, 
231 Crossway, 

West Ealing, 
\'J.B. 


