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_JIVORIAL. Round about this time 10 years ago, a certain young man lay re-
cuperating in a hospital bed from a serious illness. Ideas had
been running around in his mind to try and get together a group if individuals
who had a common interest in his own particular hobby - Narrow Gauge Railways,
The young man's name has become a household word in this particular circle - Eric
Cope - and it was he who was the Founder of this Society which in the last ten
years has grown from strength to strength, and is now acknowledged to be THE
SOCIETY where narrow gauge railways are the topic,

I would therefore like to thank Eric for starting something going that he
hasn't been able to stop - thank goodness - and express the hope and conviction
that the Narrow Gauge Railway Society will continue to grow and will have many,
many more birthdays to celebrate in the future. I feel that every member will
also share my views on this subject. Thank you.

P.G.Brennand. Editor.

OTES AND NEWS FROIT THE AREAS,

LEEDS ARE4. One of the very best meetings ever held in this Area took place on
the evening of Friday, November 3rd, vhen over 30 iembers and their friends
gathered for Ken Hartley's really wonderfully illustrated talk on the Sand Hutton
Light Railway, the final results of two years thorough research into this line,
and the basis for a future Society Publication. Ken Hartley really knows his
subject, and one can rest assured that no stone has been left unturned. His
unique collection of photographs with a factual backing, plus little anecdotes,
made this a meeting to remember.

FUTURE EVENTS.to be held at the usual venue, Headingley Hill Church Rooms
(Cumberland Road entrance) on the FIRST Friday in the month.

FRIDAY, DEC. lst., The Annual 'Get Together' at the home of Peter and Sheila Lee.
The usual 'Big Night Out' for members in this Area, and anyone
interested is asked to drop a line to Peter at his home, 'The Sycamores
GOLCAR, Huddersfield, to give them an idea as tc how many to expect.

FRIDAY Jan. 5th 1962, Area Annual General Meeting. A slide show of general
interest will follow the more serious business.

FRIDAY Feb., 2nd., '"THE PENRHYN RAILWAY', an illustrated talk to be given by Geoff
Welsh.

FRIDAY Var. 2nd. 'NARROW GAUGE IN THE BRITISH ISLES', 1960/61° An illustrated
talk by Mike Swift.

HUNSLET VISIT: This has had to be postponed but will take plece sometime in the
first three months of 1962. People who have already applied will be
notified of the date as soon as it is known,

LONDON AND SOUTH WASTIRN ARFE:s., We were pleased; and honoured, to receive a visit

from our genial Secretary, Mike Swift, at the
meeting held on the 21st October last. He gave us a lecture on Miscellaneous
narrow gauge matters, illustrated by a profusion of colour transparencies, all of
which were taken by him (Shhh!!! he also showed us some standard gauge shots too)
This combined with his breezy and informal style assured us of a really informatiwve
and successful evening, and we hope that he will visit us again before long.

On the same day we 'Showed the Flag' by exhibiting at the Burgess Hill Model
Railway Club's Exhibition, where we had a stand consisting of photos, posters and
models arranged by Paul Myatt.

PUTURE EVENTS., Held at Keen House, Calshot Street, N.1l. at 6-30 p.m. for a 7 p.m.
start, and a cordial invitation is extended to any Northern Member
who happens to be in the Area at the time. This also applies to any
interested non-member.
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ﬁAEQ@QAX«NQXfwgéﬁﬁ "PHT CONTINENTsLI, NARROW GaUGE'. Illustrated talk by
C. Trevor Rowe.

SATURDAY Jan. 20th 1762. 'INDUSTR&IL LOCOMOTIVES' by Alan Tyler. g

BIRMINGHAM & MIDLANDS ARFA. “eetings held at the new venue of the 'Hope and
Anchor', Fdmund Strect, Birmingham, Room 10 at 7.0 p.m. for a 7.15
start.

TUFSDAY Dec. 12th. 'CTRTAIN ASPECTS OFuWE ISLE OF MAN RAIL¥AY' by Doug Clayton.

|
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URGENTLY REQUIRED. A copy of the PIKE, FAYLE & Co. Ltd. Handbook is very

. urgently required by Clifford John, 23, Crossway, West Ealing,
London W 13, and if anyone has a spare copy, or would be willing to give up a cppy
would they please contact Mr. John. Reason is that the Society has been asked
for a copy by the Dorset Public Library for inclusion in their svock.

OQur thanks are due to Mike Swift for presenting a copy to us to send to the
British Museum. Copies of ALL our handbooks are now gent to the British Museum
and the fusecum Authorities are requesting copies of all future publications. No
doubt our Publicaticns Officer will be delighted to carry out this request.

PRESERVATION NOTRS, 'TOWNSEND HOOK'! is being regularly maintsined at Sheffield

Park by the faithful few. Two new clack valves have been
fitted, the paintwork touched up whsre necessary, and the motion and other bright
work etc., gressed, as well as other essential repairs.

The London and South Eastern Area ars arranging for permanent cover for this
locomotive, with space for others too, and donations are urgently regquired for
this project, even a half crown will help, eight of these make £1, and every £1
helps., Please help by sending your donation to the Hon, Treasurer of the Dorking
Loco. Preservation Pund, ¢/o C.H.John. All donations will be acknowledged.

ADDITIONS TO MEMBFRSHIP LIST.
CRDINARY KFEMBERS.

CROSSLEY .P. 11, Hawthorn Drive, Rodlcy, Leeds.

DEAN J.A. 22, Thirkleby Way, Osbaldwick, York,

HALTON P.S. 3, Wynford Rise, Leeds 16.

HEATON E.R. 30, VWychall Lane, Kings Norton, Birmingham 30,

VEAD E.T.Jnr. 1158, Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y., U.S.A.

MESSENT R.K. 'Fairfield'y Shute Hill, Chorley, Nr Lichfield, Staffs.
PAGE G.R. 105, Ardrosson Gardens, Vorcester Park, Surrey.

PRESTON P.icH, 'Hillecroft', Billa Barra Lane, Markfield, Leics.
STARHOPE T, 16, Carrbridge Drive, Leeds 16,

JUNICOR WEWBTRS.,

JOSLIN P.L. 64, Roseb&ry Avenue, Colchester, Essex.

JOWETT J.R. 19, Piece Wood Road, Cookridge, Leeds 16.

ROPER C.W, 20, Sydney Cottage Drive, Bridgnorth, Shropshire.
SMITH P.J. 1C1, Highfield Road, Alum Rock, Birmingham 8.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. ;
SHMITH G.D. 'Greenbank'y Windsor Drive, Old Colwyn, Denbighshire.

CONTACTS WANTED, Life Member V.J.Cox, of 13, Dawscn Street, Wolverhampton, is a I
modeller in Tmm scale/14mm gauge, and would like to contact

fellow members who are working in the same scale as he is. Anyone else on the same
lines? If so, get in touch with Mr. Cox at the above address. |

FESTINIOG NOTES. (By kind permission of the Festiniog Railway Society.)

This year saw the Socicty's membership top the 2,000 mark,
coupled with passenger figures better then 1960, signs are that interest in the
Railway are on the increase. The appeal against the Lands Tribunal Decision is
due for hearing in the near future, though no date has, as yet, been set.
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The final figures for passenger Jjourneys on the line are expected to be
approximately 110,000. The two Fairlies appear to have handled most of the
traffic, and the slight delays which have occured occasionally have been
attributed to varying qualities of the coal used causing lack of steam. Due to
a serious mechanical breakdown on one occasion, the 12-30 p.m. train had only
five coaches, so the afternoon non-stop 2-30 p.m. consisted of eleven vehicles in
all, consisting of No's., 23, 17, 26, 22, 6, 5, 4, 3, S(the Felittcarguens s
coadh); @ wnd 9 in that' order.

Coach No. 6, the open vehicle, has been fitted with full-length doors, one
from each of No's. 11 and 12, and when the panels were removed, the bars were
exposed on which the drop lights used to fall. There were two drop lights on
either side or the door, and lir. Boyd's volume illusirates one of these vehicles
(p.37) and a drawing appears on page 164.

No. 1 van has been piped for vacuum and fitted with a release cock for the
guard's emergency use. No. 63, the largest of the Smith~Hudsons, has also been
vacuum Titted. Amongst interesting 'finds' have been that of 'LITTLE GIANT'S!
nameplates buried in Glan-y-mor yard, and an original 'WELSH PONY' George England
works plate. The latter, a plain painted piece of iron is a little worse for
age, but is,; nevertheless, a most interesting relic,

At Portmadoc, the coal stage has been moved to besgide the water tank, whilst
behind, a new coal siding has been lezid,

'MYRDDIN BYRYS', in service since July, appears to have given a good account
of herself. Attention is still required to various parts, but these will be
attended to in due course. Cabless running on this locomotive has apparently been a
much pleasanter undertaking than the all over cab roofed varicty, even in wet
weather, the 'FARL'S' cab has one side on the boll, whilst the other side gets wet!

One of 'PRINCESS'S' nameplates, missing when the railway was taken over in
1954, has been returned to Portmadoc. Thig means that 'PALMFRSTON' is the only
locomotive surviving to recent times to which the nameplates a2re now missing.
Any conciences pricking?

LEE MOOR TRalWAY LOCO, PRESERVED. Colin Betts tells us that a letter he recently

received from the treasurer of the Railway
Preservation Society, statesy 'A recent developement in the R.P.S. which may
interest you is that we have been presented with one of the Lee Moor Tramway locos,
the line recently reviewed in Railway World. It is probably the oldest surviving
narrow gauge Peckett in the country, and is almost certainly the only one of 4'6"
gauge. 1 am told that the engine is in perfect order, as it was supplied with a
new boiler in 1940, and has scarcely been used since. An appeal is to be made
shortly for the cost of removal to London, and unless someone can find us 2
convenient sgite in the London area, we may have to send it down tc Sheffield Park
for the time being.

DEVON CLAY RAILWAYS. by Harold Fox of Dartmouth

LEE MOOR TRAMWAY. Although there have been two articles in Reailway World (Sept.
and Oct. 1961), these notes are compiled from observation made
since these articles appeared, making them just about right up to date.

During the past months rails have been 1ifted from this now derelict
railway, out of use since 1945. All wagons have now been removed, although the
engines still remain in the shed at Lee Moor. No. 2, a Peckett, 784/1899 has, as
mentioned elsewhere in this issue, bsen saved from the torch and is now due for
removal, probably in March of 1962,

MARLAND LIGHT RATLWAY, 36" Gauge. Two of the Fowler 0-4-0 diesels,
'"BFFICIENCY' and 'FORWARD!', are still in

use, The third one 'ADVaNCE', has been withdrawn from service, and is being
cannibalised to provide spares for the remaining two. Its place has been taken
by a Ruston and Hornsby 0-4-0 diesel. The only remaining trace of the steam
stock is the 'tender' of one of the Fletcher Jennings engines (withdrawn around
1953) which stands on a disused siding. A weight restriction over the Toridge
Viaduct made 1t necessary for these engines to carry their water in circular tanks
mounted on a four-whecled wooden 'tender'.
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NEWS FROM SCOTLAND by lain Frew of Glasgow,

GRANTON GASWORKS. As announcad last issue, the last surviving steam loco,; No.9,

is still in service. However, it is expected to be withdrawn
next spring, and arrang:ments are being made for its preservation by an Edinburgh
doctor (who is anonymous at the present time).

loco to which Michael Bunch refers in Issue No.5, are
ndard Gauge and ars lying on the sidings at the end of the

CAIRN RYAN DBRANCH.Th

St
4'8%" branch from Stranraer to the now more or less disused wartime port of
Cairn Ryan.

2
o
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WINCHBURGHE ELECTRIC RAILWAY., Locomotive HNo. 2, one of the 1901 Baldwins has been
- accepted for preservation by the Royal Scottish
Museum, at Edinburgh. The other Baldwin hasg not yet been scrapped, and it is
hoped that someone will be found who will undertake to preserve this carly,
though somewhat rebuilt, electric locomotive. Any Offers?

THE COUSLAND LIME Co. CROSSGATEHALL, nr Bdinburgh. The Company, which abandoned

o ite 24" and 30" gauge internal
lines meny years ago, is now constructing a new 24" gauge line to a new limestone
mine., Motive power will be partly diesel loco, and partly cable operated, and
much of the line at first will be underground.

ISLE OF MAN RATILVAY by Keith Stretch.

This Winter's Timetable, applicable from September 25th, is the worst ever.

On the Port Erin line there are two trains in each direction, as last year,
but at quite different times and worked from Douglas instead of Port Yrin.
Departures from Douglas are at 10-0 2.m. and 2-20 p.m., from Port Erin 11-20 a.m.
and 3-50 p.m. Port Soderick station is closed.

On the rest of the system, last winter's position is reversed. The Ramsey
line is closed, but the Pecl line remains open with one train leaving Douglas at
12-30 p.m. and returning from Peel at 1-25 p.m.

Note that one train can work the whole service, on both lines. There is no
indication of the use of railcars.

A number of bus services appear in the Douglas-Peel and Ramsey table, but
in a very unbalanced way (e.g. three from Pcel to Douglas, but none from Douglas
to Peel). Some of these journeys also appear in the bus timetables, but some do
not. Bus services in the Peel Ramsay area, despite the reduced train service,
seem if anything to be slightly worse than last year. There are certainly fewer
journieys.

Mr., Stretch 2lso includes the following notes gleaned from a book he has
recently rcad entitled 'Island Going' by Robert Atkinson, and published by
Collins in 1949, which is an account of various visits to the remoter Scottish
Isles just befors the last war, principally for ornithological purposes, but
including a lot of background information. Opposite page 145 in this book is an
excellent photograph, which shows the lighthouse at Eilean Mor in the Flannan
Isles, with the cable railway in the foreground, showing quite clearly the
junction known as Charing Crosss in the text is a description of the working of
this line on the arrival of supplies. Unfortunately the gauge is not mentioned.
(Anyonc eny more information on this system? Ed.)

MIXED BAG or A SELECTICN OF WOTES from Sydney A. LELEUX.

SCALDWELL (Staveley Iron & Chemical Co.) Ore deposits south of the Holcot Road,
above Pitsford Rescvoir, arc nearly
worked out. There is talk of opening pits north of the rcad, but these will
probably bs worked by road transport. If this comes about the linc hes a very
short future, next Sumner is one date heard for possible conversion. Sleepers
from Bastwell -re now being used here, and the track is in very good condition. _l
18 wagons and one 0~6-0 ST arc in use daily. The last remains of 'BANSHER®
were recently cut up. :




DINORWIC QUARRIES. One informant was certain that the 4'0" geuge line still has
a good many yensrs life ahead of it.

In the works 7ard were frames from three of the 24" gauge locos, one of
which was No. 542. anks of 'R¥D DAMSEL' and 'IRISH MaIL' were laid about, as
were the bLunkers fioum these two. One of the Hunslet 24" gauge locos, no plates
on, is in uge in the shed for statlonary purposes. 'CACKLER', 'BLIDIR' and
'JERRY M' ar»z all stored, well giecased, in the works.

PENRHYN QUALRKI®ES. In the junk y»1d behind the works were found the remains of

two of the Bagnall locos, boilers, tanks etc., and the frame
of what was presumably 1766. 'BLANCEE' was working the main line, and also seen
working were 'YCEGIL' and 'NESTOR'. 'GEORGE SHOLTO' recently went to Canada by
way of Lambs of Bromgrove.,

WELSH HIGHLAND RATLWAY. All main bridges, with the exeption of Pont Croesor,

are still intact, although some have little or no
decking left. Two underbridges at Beddgelert are demolished, ond also some culverts
The main lire is pesssable, although dense thickets occur near Tryfan Junction and
on the first section of the Bryngwyn Branck. Cuttings are often wet, and over-
bridges are muddy, complete with the usual attendant cow! Slate wagon No. 686
lies beside the line south of Pitts Head, and fences across the line are all too
frequent.

CROBSOR TRAMWAY , The course of the line from Croesor Junction to the inclines

is easily traced, sleepers abounding, the inclines being
partially overgrown though passable. The upper winding house is in process of
being converted into a summer house.

The bridge in the embankment west of Crcesor village is nearly impassable
two rusty girders and a baulk of rotting timber being the scle remnants. FEast
of the village, much track still remains, and the remeins ¢f a number of wooden
wagons, also a slate and flat w:.gon both iron built, stznd on a length of track
near Croesor Fawr. Inclines to the quarries are all lifted, and the bridge at
the foot of the New Rhosydd & Croesor incline is demolished. Croesor quarry is
now 2 dump for Cookes Explosives Ltd., of Penrhyn deudraeth.

The ledge for the railway at the head of the New Rhosydd incline is crumbling
in places, and nearer the quarry is a slate wagon. In J.I.C.Boyd's Festiniog
Reilway Vol 2 pp 405, it states that numbers of these wagons were 'borrowed' from
the F.R. and the matter that they were only on hire completely forgotten. On
one occasion in 1923, 14 of these vehiclis belonging to the Welsh Slate Co. were
hired to the gquarry, one day in April six of them came down the incline to the
main line at Tan-y-Grisiau. As thewe was never a railway connection hetween
these quarries the matter was gone into, the discovery being made that they hed
been let down a mountain footpath! One wonders how they managed to keep them in
check.,

There are still quite extensive traces of the tramway in the Tan-y-Grisiau
quarries, including lengths of 'T' section rail still in situ, and several steel
open w-gons of the double-~flanged quarry type lie iy the river beside the incline.

At Nantlle, a length of 'T' section fishbelly rail lay in the workshop of
the Pen-y-Orsidd quarry.(sic)

OAKLFEY QUARRIES. 'KIDBROOKE' ¢till lées out of service at the back of the shed
The company also have an air-cooled Ruston & Honrsby No.432652

VOTTY & BRYDD. '"TAFFY'S' tanks still lie at the top of the tip at Tuxwell,

the frames having been utilised on battery loco No.8, still
in use underground. In the kiddle IMill is alsoc & derelict Deutz 4-whcel petrol
10C0k

PONTESBURY . Here there are still over 24 S.D.R. hopper wagons in the sidings
and despite their age are apparsently in gquite good conditicn.
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Barly in September, Mr. Leleux acquired for preservetion a 4-whecled wagon
from the 16" gauge hand operated (formerly chain hauled also) railway at Napton
Brickworks. This Warwickshire firm nemed its wagons; the vehicle acquired is
named 'KOKO'. The main line, chein cable, is now replaced by dumpers, but there
are still about half a dozen wagons in deily use in the pit.

Pinally, Mr. Lelcux states that he can now supply photographs of all 23
illustrations in Heywood's book 'Miniature Gauge Railways' (Jrd edition).
Prices arc: EnPrints 6d and Postcards 1/— vostoge extra. They include scenes
on Duffield Bank, Baton Hall Railways, Locomotives 'BisTIE', 'ELLA', ‘MURIEL",
'KATTE' coaches, layout and gradients of Eaton Hall Railw.y and locomotive
radial axle arrangement.

CHRISTMAS CARDS. Supplies cf the Society's Christmasg Card are still availabla. '
Anyone interssted contact Eric Cope, 28, New Streect, '
Southowram, Halifax., The price? - Td each, 6/6d per dozen including postage.

STOP PRESS,

TENTH ANNIVERSAKY DINNGEE,

On the evening of Saturday November {11th, a dinner wes held in the |
King Charles the First Restaurant in Leeds to mark the Tenth Anniversery |
of the Societys' founding. The svent was well sttended by locel
members, and it was perticularly pleersing to have so many lsdies in the

company .

Sheile Lee had provided a magnificent centre~pieoe for the tnable
in the.form of » large cake surmountea by an impressive - and edible =
moael of the Society 'mascot', the Bugnall 0-4~2 seddle tank 'PEKOE-
TIp' The loco wns completely finished in green and black icing,
sported nameplates, builders plates, snd full valve chri Unfortdn°tply
the cab roof, also of lcing, had f“llcd to stand up to the twenty mile
trip down, thb 262 (not the best road in the PPGP) and on arrivel the
loco was 'rebuilt' to g cabless design.,

After san exccellent meal PEKOZ-TIP was removed from her perch snd
the supporting ceke enjoyed with after-dinner coffeec. Latcr in the ,
evening the loco itsclfawas steedily dismentled by an ﬂrny of would-
be 'scrap men' end was voted the bsst tasting narrow gauge loco cver. .

Peter Lee progesed the toast to the Society and gave e breif but |
concise resume of the development and growth of the organisation during
the pest ten ycers, which, he said had exceeded every expcctation et
the time when it was formed. Bric Cope replied and plesced special
emphasis on the assistancs he hed rcceived from local members end
Socicty officirls everywhere.

Ron Redmen proposcd the toast to the ladies, snd thanked them
for their assistence end cncouragcment, snd particulsrly for their
tolerance when we arrived home late at night from a wecting miles
away, or covercd in soot and grease after a night at the shed. He
nlso thanked Sheile Lee for the work she had put in to provide us with
the excellont eand unusual cnrke, |

Unfortunately, Mr, C.M.Mitchell, our Vice-President, wes uneble
to be present, but sent his congretuletions sand good wishes, A telegrem
wes also recelved from ourfriénd Bob Hunter of the York Reilwsay Muscum
expressing his rezrets for not belny present and his good wishes for
the Society.
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